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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Charleston, WV
September 19, 2006
1305 - 1410
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA 

Agenda:

· Presentation - 35th Civil Support Team (CST) Overview – Lt. Ellis
· Presentation – National Institute for Chemical Studies – Mr. Deepay Mukerjee

Handouts:

· 35th Civil Support Team (WMD) Ready, Always Ready – WV National Guard Brochure
MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members.  

PRESENTATION – 35th Civil Support Team (CST) Overview – LT Ellis, US Army 35th CST, West Virginia
LT Ellis provided the membership with an overview of the makeup and capabilities of the 35th CS Team located outside of Charleston, WV.  The team is made up of 22 people from Army and Air National Guard with 14 military specialties for WMD.  The CST provides a reachback capability from the DOD to access additional capabilities or assets that may be needed for a particular incident. 
The 35th CST brings with them an experienced communications team or UCS (Unified Command Suite).  They have a communication (Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division (NAWCAD)) – ADVON – Advance Deployment Operations Vehicle with a wide variety of communications equipment that they bring on scene that will assist in the response to ensure effective communications between on-site and field to the Incident Command, including radios, cell phone, satellite, etc. as well as land-lines with the capability for secure transmission (UHF, VHF, HF, INMARSAT, voice, data, etc.).
A copy of LT Ellis’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

PRESENTATION – Study of Hazardous Substances Emergency Events and their Health Effects – Deepay Mukerjee, National Institute for Chemical Studies
Mr. Mukerjee provided an overview of the chemical industry and the emergency events and their health effects.  There are many chemical accidents in and around the US.  The NCIS has compiled a list of the 10 most frequent substances involved in chemical incidents.  The top 10 chemicals includes: ammonia, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, carbon monoxide, hydrochloric acid, methamphetamine chemicals, VOCs, sulfuric acid, nitric oxide, sodium hydroxide.  Mercury and chlorine are also substances that are becoming more of an important response chemical in today’s society.
Mr. Mukerjee reviewed the statistics of chemical incidents over the last several years as collected from 15 states in the US.  This included the distribution of the incident by time of day, number of fatalities associated with the incident, incident cause, injuries by career, type of transport, etc.

A study on Health Effects was the second part of this presentation.  The largest known impacts are asthma.  A regional study was conducted in the West Virginia in its “Chemical Alley – an industrialized, large chemical plant area stretching from South Charleston to Nitro.  They conducted air monitoring tests in this area for several chemicals.  In this study, they examined the relationship between symptoms and humans (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth, lungs, etc.).  They included other variables affecting the potential symptoms, including pollen counts, acid aerosols, daily ozone pollution and temperature in an effort to further define chemical impacts on human health.  
The National Institute for Chemical Studies works with the communities to determine their needs and concerns for the human populations.  
Summary:

· Largest proportion of events occurred in fixed facilities – this is of concern because the communities near the fixed facility do not change and therefore are more likely to be impacted over time.  A 30-mile data collection radius was implemented for previous studies.  

· The number of reported transportation-related events is increasing, primarily due to the advanced reporting to the DOT’s HMIS.
· Some states have reported increases in their overall number of chemical events.  This increase is most likely due to an expansion of reporting.  Hopefully we will be able to normalize the numbers in the future to eliminate the distortion of the data due to better reporting rather than the increasing number of events.  NCIS will continue to work with DHS to develop and refine the reporting requirements for future events.
A copy of Mr. Mukerjee’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information on the NICS is available at www.nicsinfo.com. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1410.

