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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Charleston, WV
September 20, 2006
1515 - 1605
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS – Dennis Carney, EPA & Dave McBride, USCG D5
AGENDA:

· Workgroup Meeting Reports

· Proposed May 2006 RRT III training Worksheet

HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, September 20, 2006
· Format for our RRT III Standing Meeting
· Letter from COTP Sector Buffalo regarding the Sector Buffalo reorganization

MEETING NOTES:

Captain Ferguson, the new COTP at Sector Buffalo provided a summary of the significant changes that have taken place within his jurisdiction.  With the reorganization and establishment of Sector Buffalo, the COTP’s Area of Responsibility (AOR) has grown extensively with the inclusion of MSU Cleveland as part of Sector Buffalo.  The Sector Buffalo ACP is being completely redone and has been renamed as the Eastern Great Lakes ACP.  The ACP has been subdivided into an umbrella plan with 5 geographical areas:  St. Lawrence Seaway, Lake Ontario, Western New York, Erie, PA, and Northeastern Ohio.  The Captain has requested approval from this RRT relative to the Sector reorganization.  This will simplify the RRT III response in Sector Buffalo due to the more specific response plan specific to the Erie, PA AOR.  The executive committee approved the change and recognized this alteration and will reflect this change in the Regional Contingency Plan

In Addition, there are several new personnel changes representing their agencies in this Executive Committee:  Captain Frye and Commander Kelly from Sector Baltimore and Mr. Gregory Britt from VA DEM.  Welcome Gentlemen.
WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS
NRDA Workgroup – Ben Anderson, DNREC

Nothing new to report.

Information Management – Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA
Two presentations were conducted during this workgroup: the first was from the West Virginia 35th Civil Support Team (CST) and the second was by Mr. Deepay Mukerjee from the National Institute for Chemical Studies.  .
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Kevin Boyd, EPA

This workgroup will be producing a pre-authorization document for the use of CIAgent, a solidifier on the national Product Schedule.  Mr. Boyd requested that each signatory agency provide the name and address of the individual within their organization that has the authority to approve this pre-authorization document.  The pre-authorization is for spills under 500 gallons.   Dennis Carney would like to have Mr. Boyd draft a map or text that will clearly specify the limitations of the pre-authorization.
Wildlife Response – Alan Williams, MDE
Discussed future direction for this workgroup now that everything is now all-hazard in focus.  Companion Pets during evacuations, avian influenza, etc.  We had a very good discussion about the growing need to address these issues and that includes disposal of carcasses that we may be involved in.  E.g., avian influenza on the Delmarva – if we have to depopulate 100’s of chicken houses, it will be a regional issue and will mostly likely cross regional boundaries.  We need to broaden our focus to address the needs of the region.  .
Dennis Carney will get back with Blake Velde to have someone from APHIS as the regular attendee for the RRT.

Training Workgroup – Kevin Boyd and Linda Baines for Ed Levine, NOAA
Reviewed our proposed training plan for the joint Region II and III.  Topics of mutual interest to both interest.  TTX on cross boundary issues on Tuesday.  Wednesday will include some dispersant training and other specific topics that deal with cross boundary issues.  
Inland Area Committee Meeting

Exercise was conducted on Tuesday – very successful.
SPILL OF OPPORTUNITY FOR THE USE OF DISPERSANTS – Kevin Boyd
Region VI did a study on the use of dispersants.  Region VI is not going to pre-authorize the use of dispersants.  They have instead developed a checklist that must be met in order to consider the use of dispersants during a spill of opportunity:  the spill has to occur in waters greater than 3 feet in depth; for application, there must be more than 6 hours of daylight remaining; and dispersant must be available.  If these criteria are met, the Region VI FOSC must complete the checklist and submit it to the RRT for approval (1 hour turn-around time).  The Region VI dispersants use for spill of opportunity does require sampling to collect data for future evaluation of effectiveness.  Is this the way we want to go in Region III?  May want to wait until after our Dispersant work at the January and May meeting.  

Region II is also willing to help out with the development of the document.  They are very interested in testing dispersants for spills of opportunities.  Is there some groundwork that we can build that we can bring forward for the January meeting?  We may have to develop something that removes the liability of the Responsible Party out of the loop.  There is an NRDA issue also associated with this test.   

It was recommended that Mr. Boyd review the Region VI document and see what components can be modified for our own region.  We can re-initiate discussion on this topic at the Joint Region II / III RRT meeting in Edison, NJ to see if there are any significant stumbling blocks that will shut down this process.  We will be conducting dispersants training in NJ at the Joint RRT meeting. 
ACTIVATE THE RCP RE-WRITE WORKGROUP – Linda Baines
There is the need to have the Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) updated to be compliant with the National Response Plan (NRP) and for technologies/ personnel changes that need to be addressed.  Gary Ott has said that he would be willing to help update and reformat the RCP.  Linda Baines, Dave Ormes, Linda Marzulli will assist.  Are there any others that want to be involved?  The Executive Committee approved the re-activation of the RCP Re-write Workgroup.
REVISED RRT III STANDING MEETING SURVEY – Linda Baines
In January, the workgroup chairs are being asked to review their objectives for 2006 to see if there needs to be any new objectives or changes made with the meeting format.  This will be addressed at the Edison, NJ meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 1605.

