
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGION III REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM

ANNUAL REPORT

January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007
1.
MAJOR ACTIVITIES:
a. RRT III Meetings:  January 23-25, 2007, Joint Meeting with Region II in Edison, New Jersey, May 22-24, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and September 18-20, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia. 

b. Agenda, minutes etc. are attached.  Enclosures (1), (2), and (3).
c.
Teleconference Calls:  None  
2.
MAJOR INCIDENTS:

a.
EPA Incidents:
(1)
The following EPA Superfund Removal Projects were started:
PROJECT NAME
LOCATION

START DATE

	1.  Richland Tire Fire Site
	Richland, VA
	01/23/07

	2.  Puddingland Drum Dump
	Lively, VA
	02/05/07

	3.  Harper Road Chrome Plating Site
	Beckley, WV
	02/21/07

	4.  Mills Electroplating Site
	Beckley, WV
	03/07/07

	5.  New Jersey Fireworks
	Elkton, MD
	03/28/07

	6.  West Virginia Ordnance (US Army)
	Point Pleasant, WV
	04/30/07

	7.  Eagle Lodge Explosives Site
	Waynesboro, VA
	05/01/07

	8.  Chesapeake Products, Inc.
	Chesapeake, VA
	05/31/07

	9.  Safety Light Corporation
	Bloomsburg, PA
	06/27/07

	10. Yoder Slaughterhouse
	Grantsville, MD
	07/05/07

	11. Safety Light Corporation
	Bloomsburg, PA
	10/22/07

	12. Brooke County Glass Dump
	Wellsburg, WV
	10/26/07

	13. Hamburg – Pine Creek Road
	Albany, PA
	11/27/07


(2)
Eleven removals were completed:

PROJECT NAME


LOCATION

DATE CLOSED

	1.  Custom Plating and Polishing Site 
	Dunbar, WV
	01/26/07

	2.  Standard Chlorine of Delaware, Inc.
	New Castle, DE
	02/02/07

	3.  Richland Tire Fire Site
	Richland, VA
	02/28/07

	4.  Dinwiddie/Sussex County Line Tire Fire
	Stony Creek, VA
	03/21/07

	5.  Interstate 264 Unattributed Lead Site
	Portsmouth, VA
	04/25/07

	6.  Eagle Lodge Explosives Site
	Waynesboro, VA
	05/04/07

	7.  Mills Electroplating Site
	Beckley, WV
	06/17/07

	8.  Crossley Farm
	Hereford Township, PA
	09/05/07

	9.  Shaffer Equipment Company
	Minden, WV
	09/12/07

	10. Harper Road Chrome Plating Site
	Beckley, WV
	09/20/07

	11. Safety Light Corporation
	Bloomsburg, PA
	11/29/07


(3)
 28 removal assessments were performed:

	District of Columbia - 
	0
	Pennsylvania - 
	13

	Delaware - 
	0
	Virginia - 
	  4

	Maryland - 
	4
	West Virginia - 
	  7


(4)  The number of notifications received into the Emergency Response Notification System for this reporting period is 1505.  The following is a breakdown by state:

	District of Columbia - 
	  38
	Pennsylvania - 
	590

	Delaware - 
	  72
	Virginia - 
	371

	Maryland - 
	197
	West Virginia - 
	237


b. Coast Guard Incidents: 

(1) M/V MONTROSE

(Potential Major Spill)

Chesapeake Bay/Choptank River

Sector Baltimore

February 28, 2007


On February 28, 2007, at 9:15 a.m., the Liberian-flagged M/V MONTROSE went aground in the Chesapeake Bay, at the mouth of the Choptank River.  Initial attempts to free the vessel at high tide the same day were unsuccessful.  At the time of the grounding, M/V MONTROSE was carrying 74,000 metric tons of coal and 210,000 gallons of fuel oil.  

The Coast Guard Captain of the Port of Baltimore established a Unified Command consisting of the Coast Guard, Maryland Department of the Environment, and Maryland Natural Resource Police.  A salvage plan was developed by Motiva, ECM Maritime Services, and Resolve Marine Group to offload approximately 7,500 metric tons of coal from the MONTROSE.  The plan was approved by the Unified Command and work soon got underway to lighter the vessel.  Lightering of the coal and de-ballasting operations were completed on March 7, 2007, and the vessel floated free. After an underwater inspection of the hull, the vessel was allowed to re-load the coal and continue its transit.  Although no reports of pollution were made throughout the incident, the Unified Command had 2,400 feet of 42-inch boom and response vessels in stand-by in case of emergency. 

(2) Sunoco Philadelphia Refinery

(Medium Spill)

Delaware River

Philadelphia, PA

Sector Delaware Bay

April 18, 2007


On April 18, 2007, around 1 p.m., approximately 2,000 gallons of Heavy Gas Oil (HGO) was discharged from the storm water sewer system at the Sunoco Philadelphia Refinery after a sump pump used to divert oily water and storm water into separate sewer systems was overwhelmed by the 2,000 gallons of HGO and a large amount of storm water. 
According to Sunoco a leak in the HGO line occurred on April 16, allowing oil to enter the storm water system.  When the heavy rains occurred on April 15 and 16, large amounts of oily water entered the sump pump which overflowed into the storm water side due to pumps P-201 and P-202 being inoperable.  The pumps P-1 and P-2 began pumping the oil along with a large amount of storm water to the #8 separator, which was shut down to prevent flooding in other parts of the facility during the heavy rains, causing approximately 2,000 gallons of oil to be discharged out of surface openings and inlet boxes.  Approximately 1,000 gallons migrated from the land through various gaps in the bulkhead near the #8 and #10 berths and into the Schuylkill River, a navigable waterway.

b. Coast Guard Incidents:  (contd.)
Sunoco initiated cleanup by bringing in their cleanup contractor, Clean Venture, which maintains equipment on site, within an hour of the discharge, and the Delaware Bay and River Cooperative (DBRC), which supplied a self-propelled skimmer.  Sunoco also utilized up to six vacuum trucks.  Most of the oil was contained in place by pre-deployed containment boom at the #8 and #10 berths.  As a follow-up, this area was being monitored by the Sector MAHR branch as one of the leaching sites since the area continues to give off occasional sheen, especially after heavy rains.
(3) UTV RUSSEL B. MURRAY

(Potential Medium Spill)

Monitor Merrimac Bridge Tunnel

Newport News, Virginia

Sector Hampton Roads

July 13, 2007


On July 13, 2007, the Towing Vessel, RUSSEL B. MURRAY, had departed the Newport News small boat harbor at approximately 8 a.m. after taking on 10,000 gallons of diesel fuel.  During the transit, the vessel grounded near the northern entrance to the Monitor Merrimac Bridge Tunnel.  The vessel began taking on water through a six-inch hole in the engine room forward of the main engines.  The crew engaged the on-board bilge pumps, which discharged oily water into the James River that caused sheen around the vessel.  CG station assets responded and also reported a large sheen around the vessel including small pools of red-dye diesel.  
Sector Hampton Roads requested a salvage plan from the responsible party, contacted NOAA to obtain an oil spill trajectory, which identified the potential area as north above the James River Bridge south to Old Point Comfort.  The oil spill removal organization (OSRO) for the vessel is Coastal Environmental, who responded along with USCG.  The vessel free floated ahead of the projected high tide and was moored alongside the Tank Barge KTC-14 in Hotel Anchorage.  Coastal Environmental and Crofton Diving deployed containment boom partially around the towing vessel and the tank barge.  Dewatering efforts were successful with a significant reduction in the amount of water ingressing through the engine room.  A salvage plan was approved to conduct lightering operations of the fuel and a dive survey was completed to identify any additional damage.  Lightering operations were completed (24,000 gallons of product were recovered), and the vessel was towed to Lyons Shipyard in Norfolk, Virginia for permanent repairs to the hull.

(4) Norris Honda Oil Spill
(Medium Spill)

Bread & Cheese Creek (Chesapeake Bay Tributary)
Dundalk, Maryland 
Sector Baltimore
August 11, 2007


On August 11, 2007 at approximately 2:30 p.m., Sector Baltimore received an NRC report of sheen (unknown quantity, unknown size, and unknown source) on the Bread and Cheese Creek, a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay.  A second NRC report with the same sheen reporting information was received at approximately 3:15 p.m.  An investigative team was dispatched from Sector Baltimore to locate the source.  
b. Coast Guard Incidents:  contd.
After arriving on scene and checking in with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), the investigative crew traced the spill to its outfall and established the source to be Norris Honda, a car dealership located in Dundalk, Maryland.  Norris Honda immediately secured the source of the spill (an internal used motor oil storage tank), and hired Miller Environmental for the recovery and clean-up.  IMD crews remained on-scene for the majority of the clean-up and conducted several post-clean-up site assessments.  According to Miller, approximately 1,000 gallons of product was recovered from the creek. 

(5) SS CV SEAWITCH (Abandoned Naval Vessel)
(Potential Medium Spill)

Maryland Port Administration (MPA)
Patapsco River
Baltimore, MD 
Sector Baltimore

September 20, 2007


On September 20, 2007, Sector Baltimore received a notice of transfer of oily waste from the Fairfield Auto Terminal site.  Upon further investigation, it was determined that this transfer was related to the SEAWITCH.  The SEAWITCH was a federal project back in August 2003.  Through the years, oil product has resurfaced at the site, spurring a clean-up project funded by the Maryland Port Administration (MPA).  Sector Baltimore IMD personnel assisted MPA to ensure all recovery and clean-up operations were consistent with the NCP and a Unified Command (UC) was established in November 2007.  To date, all oily product within the tidal range has been recovered (hulls and holds) and visible hull and hold areas pressure-washed.  On December 28, MPA’s prime clean-up contractor suspended any further operations – efforts were validated by the UC on January 3, 2008.  Currently, the plan is to wait until the July 2008, timeframe to determine if any product remains onboard (below the waterline) – at which point the Unified Command will reconvene.  Total potential remains unresolved due to numerous contradictory estimates and outdated dive surveys, but the estimated amount used by MPA for the contract scope of work was 30,000 gallons.

(6) T/V TIGANI
(Inland Medium Spill)

Delaware River
Paulsboro, NJ 
Sector Delaware Bay
October 10, 2007


On October 10, 2007, Sector Delaware Bay received notification from Humber Launch Service that the 809-foot tanker, T/V TIGANI moored at CITGO Asphalt Facility, Paulsboro, New Jersey was discharging number 6 bunker oil at approximately five gallons per minute into the Delaware River.  The vessel had been conducting transfer operations at the facility at the time of the discharge.  Transfer operations were suspended and containment boom had already been deployed around the vessel prior to the transfer as per New Jersey State Regulations.  Sector Delaware Bay dispatched a response team and marine inspectors.  
b. Coast Guard Incidents:  (contd.)
The Sector’s response team reported that the estimated discharge of 1,300 gallons of diesel fuel from the vessel was due to an internal piping failure on board and repairs were being conducted.  The source of the spill, the ship’s ruptured scupper line located within the fuel tank, was secured by 3 p.m. on October 11, and residual oil continued to leak until 9:30 p.m.  Contractors Clean Venture and Delaware Bay and River Cooperative were contracted by O’Brien’s Group. 
The shoreline cleanup assessment team comprised of Sector and O’Brien’s personnel reported that approximately 2 miles of New Jersey shoreline had been impacted with a minimum to moderate contamination of oil.  Approximately 2,700 feet of containment boom had been deployed at Mantua Creek, Woodbury, and Little Mantua Creeks.  Assessment was conducted at the CITGO Asphalt piers to determine the extent of contamination and the amount of cleanup necessary for the facility.  Cleanup operations on the New Jersey shoreline and piers continued throughout the weekend.  Final assessments were conducted on Monday, October 15.  The shoreline cleanup was completed and signed off by Sector Delaware Bay, New Jersey DEP, Gloucester County OEM, and the O’Brien’s Group.  Based on the extent of recovered oil and the concurrence of Sector Delaware Bay and New Jersey DEP, the quantity discharged was revised to 3,000 gallons.  
(7) C/S SPIRIT OF NANTUCKET
(Potential Medium Spill - Inland)

Intracoastal Waterway
Virginia Beach, VA
Sector Hampton Roads
November 8, 2007


On November 8, 2007, the 207-foot C/S SPIRIT OF NANTUCKET was underway in the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) with 65 passengers on board.  The vessel sustained hull damage in the vicinity of the starboard rudder post and subsequently suffered a steering casualty.  The vessel began taking on water and the captain intentionally grounded the vessel on the eastern bank of the ICW to prevent sinking.  Oil sheen resulted from the dewatering efforts related to the aft steering gear compartment.  The oil sheen stretched approximately 200 yards south of the vessel.  Absorbent pads and containment boom were applied around the vessel to mitigate pollution.  NOAA’s oil spill trajectory indicated minor shoreline impact possible from the spill.  The vessel operator, Cruise West, contracted an Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) to minimize the impacts of the sheen or a potential oil spill.  
Cruise West also contracted a diver to complete a dive survey.  A safety zone was implemented to prevent additional damage to the vessel and prevent additional allisions with the reported navigation hazards. ACOE surveyed the area and identified a large navigation hazard.  All passengers were evacuated from the vessel to a local fire house where they were examined by local EMS and fire department personnel.  Salvage of the vessel was completed on November 10, 2007 and the SPIRIT OF NANTUCKET was taken to Colonna's Shipyard for permanent repairs.  ACOE contracted Crofton Diving, who subsequently removed the navigation hazard; thereby opening the waterway to all commercial and recreational traffic.

b. Coast Guard Incidents:  contd.
(8) Collision UTV SEACOAST and TANK BARGE VB21
Vs UTV NIKKI JO C and BARGE NF107
(Potential Major Spill)

Rappahannock River
Sector Hampton Roads

December 12, 2007


On December 12, 2007, Sector Hampton Roads received notification that the UTV SEACOAST and Tank Barge VB21 combination were transiting outbound from the Rappahannock River in reduced visibility when it collided with the UTV NIKKI JO C and Freight Barge NF107 combination.  The NIKKI JO C experienced a steering casualty and loss of its tow.  UTV SEACOAST recovered both the NIKKI JO C and NF107, and secured all involved vessels.  Station Milford Haven 255011 and ASEC HELO 6009 were dispatched and verified that no sheen or smell of fuel oil was present.  Minor damage was reported to the bow of the VB21 rake, and significant damage was reported on the port side of the UTV NIKKI JO C, which included crushed gunnel, missing port exhaust piping, and missing port steering controls.  Soundings were completed on all vessels, and no water ingress or fuel outflow was reported. 
(9) General Services Administration Diesel Spill
Washington Marina
(Potential Medium Spill)

Potomac River
Sector Baltimore
December 20, 2007


On December 20, 2007, Sector Baltimore Command Center was notified of a diesel spill at the Washington Marina, on the Potomac River.  Sector Baltimore IMD personnel arrived on-scene and assisted DC Fire Department ICP staff.  The source of the spill was a diesel tank at the General Services Administration building, which provides heating to several downtown federal buildings. NOAA, DC DOE, DOI and USFWS were also involved in the operation, providing real-time scientific and administrative support throughout the incident.  The estimated recovered product amount over the 10-day operation stands at 1,000 gallons (per Miller Environmental). The total potential (tank capacity) was 30,000 gallons. 

3.
EXERCISES.

a.   EPA:  
EPA Region 3 Hurricane Response Exercise - The Office of Preparedness and Response conducted a hurricane response exercise on October 2, along with state and local response partners in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware.  This full field exercise involved approximately 100 responders and included deployment of boom, the assessment of orphaned containers, the assessment of flooded buildings and incident management activities.  Exercise players included personnel from EPA Region 3 (OSCs and RSC members), Pennsylvania DEP, PEMA, Delaware DNREC, Bucks County, Chester County, Delaware County, Montgomery County, OSHA, and ATSDR.  We also had EPA OSCs from Regions 2 and 5 participate.  

a.
EPA Exercises:  (contd.) 
In general the key objectives of the exercise, which included integrating EPA personnel into an IMT managed by PEMA and testing our ability to coordinate and communicate between multiple locations including state EOCs, were met.  A “hot wash” was held immediately after the exercise and a lessons learned summary will be prepared over the next few weeks.  

WMD Exercise:  “Operation Red Rose,” Lancaster, PA – On July 27, several HSCD representatives participated with the National Guard Civil Support Team and numerous other state and local agencies in Operation Red Rose, a full scale field exercise held at the Lancaster County Safety Training facility. The exercise was designed around a Weapons of Mass Destruction scenario, and involved topics such as First Responders, Rapid Identification and Field Analysis, Crime Scene Preservation, Forensic Sciences, Search and Rescue, Mass Decontamination, Patient Stabilization and Evacuation. Several hundred volunteers, many with simulated injuries, served as victims to help local hospitals and other medical staffs evaluate their capabilities for field triage and transportation.  EPA demonstrated our new Communications Support Vehicle, which is designed to be able to provide full scale communication interoperability.  EPA also met with several communication experts from the Civil Air Patrol and the Civil Support Team in an effort to continue developing the EPA CSV into a useful tool on our current and future responses. 
BioWatch Full Scale Exercise July 9-10, Philadelphia, PA - EPA developed and implemented a Full Scale BioWatch Exercise for the city of Philadelphia on July 9-10.  BioWatch is a DHS-funded effort which involves the placement of air monitors in strategic locations in major cities across the US to detect select biological agent releases into the environment.  BioWatch is an early warning system designed to give response agencies such as EPA and FBI an opportunity to prepare for, and respond to, a biological agent release in an expedited manner.  The exercise tested our START contractor response capabilities and tested the ability of the PA BioWatch Advisory Committee (BAC) to interact with other BAC members and make decisions using their internal agency communication strategies.  The BAC membership includes EPA, FBI, DHS, and the PA and Philadelphia Departments of Health.  

Spills of National Significance Exercise - During the week of June 18-22, EPA Region 3 representatives from the Public Affairs Office, Office of Preparedness and Response, and the Office of Brownfields and Outreach participated in the Spills of National Significance (SONS) 07 Exercise was co-sponsored by EPA and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG).  The exercise scenario involved an earthquake along the New Madrid fault line resulting in numerous oil and hazmat spills and releases, as well as extended major infrastructure damages (road, bridges, airports, waterways, etc.).  It involved 11 states, 4 EPA regions, 4 USCG sectors, over 20 federal agencies and numerous private sector participants.  The exercise was divided into several locations.  Staff from Region 3 was at the Multi-Agency Coordination System (MAC), Area Commands (ACs) and Incident Command Posts (ICPs) in Evansville, IN, Chicago, and the Great Lakes Naval Station, IL.  
Region 3 Conducts Unannounced Exercise for Emergency Response Contractor – May 21-22, On-Scene Coordinator Towle conducted an unannounced exercise to test the readiness of the START contractor, Techlaw, to respond to a release of hazardous substances.  The scenario involved a drum of unknown materials which was releasing orange vapor located in a former chrome electroplating facility.  START quickly responded with the nearest contract responder 
a. EPA Exercises:  (contd.) 
and appropriate equipment to characterize the drum, demonstrating that START capably advised the OSC, was ready to respond during the night, and responded the next morning as requested with the personnel identified the previous night.  

FEMA Hurricane Exercise, Philadelphia, PA – Regional staff participated in a hurricane response exercise at FEMA's Philadelphia office on April 26.  EPA was there to staff the Emergency Support Function 10 desk, which provides for response to oil and hazardous materials in the event of a disaster declaration.  The exercise was followed by a "hotwash'" or critique session which identified areas which needed improvement. 

Pennsylvania RODEO Radiation Exercise, Lancaster, PA – On April 21-22, OSCs Christine Wagner and Greg Ham, along with Regional Radiation Representative Christina Fernandez and National Decon Team (NDT) member John Cardarelli attended the Radiological Officers Development in Emergency Operations (RODEO) exercise.  OSC Ham and NDT Cardarelli spoke about EPA’s role in a radiological response during the classroom session on Saturday morning, and then all members participated as players/observers in three exercise scenarios for the remainder of the weekend.  Over 50 representatives from across the Commonwealth attended, along with representatives from FEMA, NRC, USDOT, PADEP Bureau of Radiological Protection, the Philadelphia Police Major Incident Response Team, and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, who sponsored the training.
Region III Level B Exercise Held to Improve EPA Readiness for Future Incidents – On April 4 Region 3’s emergency response program conducted a biannual level A/B exercise using the COOP facility in Boothwyn for staging the event.  Members of Region 3’s Response Support Corps (RSC) were also invited to attend, along with representatives from ATSDR and OSHA.  The exercise scenario involved the discovery of chemical odors at an abandoned factory, adjacent to an elementary school, and in a nearby storm sewer. The exercise gave players an opportunity to quickly establish an ICS based response structure including Level B assessment teams.  Approximately a dozen members of the RSC participated and were slotted into various response roles during the exercise.  One of the regional ERRS contractors was also mobilized to participate in the drill.  A hot wash after the exercise identified some lessons learned which could improve our readiness for a future incident.  

EPA Co-Hosts Richmond Hospital Decontamination Drill, Richmond, VA - EPA co-hosted a chemical terrorist agent drill with Retreat Hospital on March 5 to practice the decontamination of a hospital struck by a chemical warfare agent.  The scenario was the contamination of a hospital past the emergency room to the medical imaging portion of the hospital.  OSC Laura Casillas performed the role of the EPA OSC and representatives from EPA’s National Decontamination Team provided guidance on decontaminating the hospital, including a very expensive piece of medical equipment.  Region III ATSDR representatives Karl Markiewicz and Bob Helverson advised the hospital on possible human-to-human exposures and communication strategies for the patients, visitors, and staff.  Physicians from the hospital, as well as, the Retreat Hospital Chief Executive Officer played major roles in the drills.  The drill was exceptionally unique in presenting to the players the difficult challenges of restoring the hospital after the initial responders had completed their work.  This drill was one of the first times EPA’s decontamination capabilities were tested in a hospital setting.  The event received positive press coverage from local television.  
b. 
Coast Guard Exercises: 


FTX Annual PREP Boom/First Aid Equipment Deployment – On February 14, 2007, Sector Baltimore deployed USCG First Responder (First Aid) equipment including boom and sorbents per the 2001 PREP Requirements for Area Committee members.  This full scale exercise and other smaller exercises were used to prepare for the CG-led PREP exercise, Nautical Shield in September 2007, and potential incident responses under the NIMS/NRP Incident Management Guidelines (Type 3 or 4 response guidelines).

Annual COOP Heavy Weather Exercise – On April 26, 2007, Sector Baltimore conducted an annual COOP and Heavy Weather Exercise.  The Hurricane/COOP Full Scale Exercise was designed to test both the Hurricane Plan and the regional relocation site identified in the Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP).  The exercise was designed to focus on the response and recovery missions of the National Capital Region (NCR) jurisdictions, state, federal, and private sector partners.  Specifically the exercise evaluated the response and recovery functions of Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) in the NCR following a hurricane impacting the region.

Jamestown 400th Anniversary - On May 11-13, 2007, Sector Hampton Roads participated in America’s 400th anniversary in commemoration of the first permanent English settlement in North America.  This event was designated by the Secretary of Homeland Security as a Special Event Homeland Security (Category 1).  This was a one-time event with a wide spectrum of activities and a host of dignitaries including the President and members of the British Royal Family.  The Sector supported the Unified Command and General Staff positions, the Operations Section, and the Maritime Operations Branch (MOB).  The MOB supported the event objectives through patrols and escorts, ferry boat screenings (K-9 and boarding teams), and positive control measure boardings.  The event satisfied the requirements of a full scale exercise in accordance with AMSTEP requirements.

Hurricane Evacuation COOP Exercise - On May 21, 2007, Sector Hampton Roads conducted an exercise of their hurricane plan including evacuation, communications, personnel, accountability unit, and conducted a command post exercise of the COOP to include re-locating a core portion of the sector to a pre-identified location while simultaneously responding to the natural disaster causing them to COOP.

Sail Virginia 2007 TTX – On June 7-12, 2007, Sector Hampton Roads was involved in the Virginia Sail 2007 event, which was a major part of Virginia’s celebration of the Jamestown 400th anniversary and as part of the Tall Ships Challenge 2007.  Sector Hampton Roads held a Tabletop Exercise in preparation for the Tall Ships Challenge 2007/Sail Virginia event, and implemented the Planning P during a series of meetings to meet the event objectives.  The Tall Ship Challenge 2007 was designated by the Commandant as a Marine Event of National Significance (MENS).  The events were combined with the 31st annual Norfolk Harborfest.  More than 500,000 people attended the 6-day event of tall ships.  Sector Hampton Roads’ FOSC provided appropriate maritime security and safety for the event.  The Sector members participated in the logistics and coordination for the event.  
b.
Coast Guard Exercises: (contd.)

Hampton Roads 2007 Military Out Load (MOL) TTX – On July 24, 2007, Sector Hampton Roads conducted this Tabletop Exercise.  The intent of this TTX was for members of the Port Readiness Subcommittee to better understand their roles and responsibilities in the event of a military out load operation conducted in the Port of Hampton Roads.  The Port Readiness Subcommittee is a fully chartered subcommittee of the Virginia Area Maritime Security Committee.  The TTX was a round-table discussion with a scenario incorporating a full military out load operation comprising personnel and equipment.  

Mass Rescue Operations TTX – On August 1, 2007, Sector Baltimore conducted this field-level Tabletop Exercise focusing on the Mass Rescue Operations capabilities of and interoperability between port partners and other stakeholders in the event of a mass casualty resulting in the disruption of a major transportation route.  

PortSTEP 2007 Delaware Bay Functional Exercise – On August 23, 2007, Sector Delaware Bay Area Maritime Security Committee conducted a Functional Exercise by building on the terrorist threat on the port’s railway system from the 2006 ATTX to an attack on a train to test the inter-modal transportation security in the port.  The scenario involved a credible terrorist threat and an attack in the Port of Philadelphia, which affected both surface and maritime transportation on the ports’ highway, waterway and railway system.  

Nautical Shield (NS-07) Full-Scale Exercise – On September 7-12, 2007, Sector Baltimore conducted the five-day full-scale Nautical Shield 07 exercise. The scenario-based exercise was focused on examining the Baltimore Area Maritime Security Plan, the National Capital Region Area Maritime Security Plan, and the Baltimore Area Contingency Plan, and the Fifth District Mass Rescue Operations Plan.  The exercise tested their Area Contingency Plan and pushed the limits of their response capabilities by having multiple incidents.  There was a Homeland Security threat nexus associated with the exercise that increased the MARSEC level (level 2) for several facilities rather than for the entire port.  On September 10, EPA provided evaluators, players and the EPA Mobile Command Post for the PREP portion of this exercise. 

4.
STATUS OF THE REGIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN (RCP).

The Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) will be reviewed and modified to align with the National Response Framework (NRF), and we will conduct necessary training.  The latest version of the RCP is available on compact disc, paper copy, and can be downloaded from the web site.  The current RCP web site address is: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html.  Maintenance of the RCP will continue by a smaller team consisting of the EPA and Coast Guard RRT III Coordinators and the Fifth District DRAT.  

5.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED OR PLANS REVIEWED.

a. Region 3 Inland Area Committee (R3IAC):  The Region 3 Inland Area Committee (R3IAC) met on January 23, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 22, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and on September 18, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  The RRT III Relationship with SERC/AC Workgroup did not meet during 2007.  Mr. Steve Jarvela, EPA, Region III is the Committee and Workgroup Chair, and his work number is (215) 814-3259.

Inland Area Committee Meeting on January 23, 2007:  
Mr. Jarvela provided an overview of the Multi-Criteria Integrated Risk Assessment MIRA Analysis process.  The process can be changed and revised as needed as the criteria are evaluated.  Not all criteria being evaluated are given equal value by the stakeholders.  This process can allow for the future decision-making such as the use of alternative technologies, etc.  The purpose of MIRA is to determine where high risk areas are in Region III – human and ecosystem risks. 

· Multi-media: - air, water , waste, landscape

· Multi-pollutant: ozone, particulates, toxics, metals, sediments, etc.

· Multi-resource: people, animals, plants, wetlands

MIRA may help us determine where we want to apply resources.  

Inland Area Committee Meeting on May 22, 2007:  
PRESENTATION - The New Millennium CAPP Program – Overview and Introduction to the Risk Management Program – Mikal Shabazz, EPA 

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

· This program, the Chemical Accident Prevention Provisions (CAPP) was established by EPA after Chernobyl and other chemical accidents and resulted in the development of the and in the environment).  

· This program originally allowed information to be available to the public under the same concept as EPCRA; however, following September 11, 2001 the information became more restricted with limited onsite viewing of information.

· EPA’s Regulatory Approach for the RMP program is performance based rather than prescriptive.
· The purpose of the RMP – is to identify and remedy deficiencies before an accident occurs.  This program focuses on developing strategies to prevent an accident from occurring – not after the event has occurred.

· Facilities that have a threshold amount of the RMP list of substances which includes Chlorine, Ammonia, etc. (Refer to 40 CFR Part 68.130 – List of Substances at http://www.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_00/40cfr68_00.html). 

· The development of a Risk Management Plan as required for submission for applicable facilities, includes a 5-step process:  Management System; Hazard Assessment; Process Hazard Analysis; Prevention Program and Emergency Response Program.  

Many of the RMP Plans throughout the country are based on the use of Chlorine due to the presence of water systems, and other processes.  The Program is nation-wide and the location and facility siting implications relative to these regulated facilities now has an added security component along with other measures relative to the facility.  

Inland Area Committee Meeting on September 18, 2007:  
All Hazards Planning and the Inland Area Committee:  One of the new mandates of the National Response Framework (NRF) is the “all-hazards” planning.  The Inland Area Committee and the Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP) are regulated under the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP) and is specific for oil and hazardous materials responses.  Does this committee need to become more officially involved in “all-hazards?”  One of the requirements of our plan under the NCP is to coordinate with all plans.  Mr. Jarvela was requesting feedback from the membership relative to our IACP and the all-hazards planning.  

Triennial Requirements to Review / Update the Plan.  Mr. Jarvela told the membership that he wanted to get started on the triennial review and update.  Currently, EPA has established Quickplace on the web.  Everyone who participates on the Area Committee can access the Quickplace website.  Quickplace serves as a resource repository for current information for EPA and provides a secure site.  In order to access Quickplace, members must sign up and register.  You will receive a password.  For access to the EPA Quickplace, contact Steve Jarvela (Jarvela.Stephen@epa.gov) or other EPA OSCs for that information.  You can also contact Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epa.gov) with your request.
In taking the all-hazards approach in the update, we will need to go back to the states to determine what additional economic and/or environmentally sensitive areas need to be identified for natural or terrorism-type disasters.  
b.
Coastal Area Committees:  Coastal Area Committees continue to meet and improve their Area Contingency Plans.  

6.
TRAINING.  

a. EPA Training:

2007 EPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention & Hazmat Spills Conference, Pittsburgh, PA - EPA Region 3 along with a local Host Committee that included Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Lawrence, Mercer, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland Counties; the City of Pittsburgh; and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency sponsored the 2007 Emergency Preparedness and Prevention & Hazmat Spills Conference in Pittsburgh PA, December 2-5.  This conference was well attended with approximately 900 emergency responder and private industry participants.  The exhibit hall was packed with 100 exhibitors and drew a large crowd.  Some highlights of this year's conference were 3 tours including visits to: Somerset County (site of the Flight 93 crash); the Drager Safety Industrial Scientific facility and the Pittsburgh-based MSA facility.  Also, a vehicle display outside the hotel offered attendees an opportunity to tour through various Emergency Response vehicles operated by the local communities, as well as one of EPA Region 3's Mobile Command Posts.  Media coverage occurred each day during the event and the Conference was specifically highlighted on a Pittsburgh Channel 10 news report.
a. EPA Training:  (contd.)
Multi-Media Training for Emergency Responders, Tidewater, VA  -  November 5-7,  OSC Chris Wagner, CID Special Agent Greg Horvath, EPRCA Coordinator Michelle Price-Fay, and VA Brownfields Coordinator Felicia Fred provided three days of multi-media training to hazardous materials responders in the Tidewater Area.  The Norfolk HazMat Team hosted the training and posed some challenging questions regarding EPA’s interpretation of a variety of programs in the HSCD as well as the Environmental Crimes arena.  Over the three days, EPA addressed HazMat Team members from Norfolk, Newport News, Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach.  The training included presentations from a variety of speakers and hands-on exercises in the afternoon to practice sampling and evidence collection skills.  This training was requested by the City of Norfolk.

Response Support Corps (RSC) Orientation Training - On November 1, the Office of Preparedness and Response conducted four hours of orientation training for new Response Support Corps (RSC) members.  The training included an overview of the RSC program, roles, responsibilities, expectations, as well as an introduction to the National Approach to Response (NAR).  A tabletop exercise took place during the orientation to familiarize RSC members with the Incident Command System (ICS) and some of the resources requested during an incident.  This orientation session will be offered to RSC members throughout the year as part of the region’s preparedness activities. 

EPA Provides Training to Medical Responders, Fayette County, PA - September 22-23, OSC Chris Wagner provided a 16-hour Hazardous Materials Operations class to Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics in Fayette County, PA.  Much of the class focused on decontamination of contaminated victims and mass casualties.  As part of the class, a full-scale mass decontamination drill was conducted.  This included sensitive issues such as maintaining and decontaminating personal belongings, decontaminating non-ambulatory patients, and communication messages.  This training is one of several sessions to prepare Fayette County responders for a multi-region exercise in 2008.  OSC Marjorie Easton will be the lead for this drill with OSC Wagner’s assistance.  

Environmental Crimes Training, Albemarle, VA - On September 18, Assistant Special Agent-In-Charge (ASAC) Susan Helbert and sub-area OSC Chris Wagner presented training on environmental crimes to Fire Marshals in Central Virginia.  The Albemarle Fire Department requested this training based on their ongoing working relationships with EPA.  Since ASAC Helbert and OSC Wagner are also familiar with Commonwealth of Virginia codes, EPA was able to provide the fire officials with practical strategies for minimizing environmental crimes in their respective areas.  

EPA Provided Training to First Responders, Fayette County, PA - During the weekend of August 25-26, OSC Chris Wagner instructed a class entitled “Spill Containment on Waterways” to volunteer firefighters in Fayette County, PA.  This class, developed by the Region, demonstrates the proper techniques to contain an oil or chemical spill that impacts a surface waterway.  The class includes significant hands-on exercises including constructing filter fences and underflow dams, and deploying deflection boom.  

a. EPA Training:  (contd.)
EPA Provided Training to Virginia State Police - While many people associate State Police with their travels on state roads, the Virginia State Police are also enhancing their skills in the area of hazardous materials.   EPA, in conjunction with the Virginia Fire Programs Academy and the Virginia State Laboratory, provided training June 5-7 to Virginia State Police (VSP) officers throughout the Commonwealth.  The training focused on the use of air monitoring instruments, radiation, and collection and processing of samples containing hazardous materials.   Most of the VSP officers are now taking hazardous materials training as part of their career growth.  

Pocono Raceway Deployment and Training, Long Pond, Monroe Co., PA - From June 7-11, 12 EPA personnel (eight OSCs) were deployed to the Pocono 500 NASCAR race held at the Pocono International Raceway in Long Pond, Monroe County, PA.  Those EPA personnel, along with PADEP, 3rd PA National Guard Civil Support Team, Northeast Pennsylvania Emergency Response Group (CT Task Force), FBI, ATF, Scranton Bomb Squad, PA Company 3 Urban Search and Rescue, Monroe County OES, and other local agencies deployed to perform both mobile and fixed air surveillance of chemical warfare agents, industrial chemicals, and radiological materials.  This was a fully integrated organization dedicated to prevention of and response to a terrorist attack on the raceway during the NASCAR race.  The deployment was requested by both the Pocono International Raceway and Monroe County OES, who also approved the Incident Action Plan (IAP).  More details of the deployment are available in an IAP.  This pre-deployment also offered EPA personnel considerable opportunity to train and practice with various types of field equipment and expand their working knowledge of ICS.  
ESF #10 Watchstander Refresher Training:  The refresher ESF #10 Watchstander Workshop was held on April 25-26, 2007 at the EPA Region 3 Office in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and we had about 22 participants.  Our trainers were:  Ms. Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA; Mr. Dave Ormes, Fifth Coast Guard District; Mr. Mike Zickler, EPA Region 3, and Mr. Al Thuring, CG NPFC.  The refresher workshop provided an update on the National Response Plan and an overview of the Emergency Support Function 10 (ESF #10) Oil and Hazardous Materials Annex.  We reviewed how the Regional Response Coordination Center (RRCC) is set up, the declaration process, the financial process, and the basics for mission assignments.  The training helped the participants to understand the roles of the involved agencies, how to interact and communicate with these agencies and be better prepared to represent their agencies and ESF #10 in the various command and control cells within the Oil and Hazardous Materials Response Annex of the NRP during a federal response to a declared disaster or emergency.  

EPA Provided First Responder Training to EMTs in Westmoreland County, PA – 
During the weekends of February 16-17 and 23-24, OSC Chris Wagner provided First Responder Technician Level Training to medical responders in Westmoreland County, PA.  This class, usually attended by members of hazardous materials teams, was revised to meet the specific needs of the medical response community.  The class audience is unique in that they are designated to decontaminate a patient contaminated with a biological, chemical, or radioactive agent.  Few Emergency Medical Technicians take Technician Level Training, which requires full use of chemical personal protective equipment.

a. EPA Training:  (contd.)
EPA and Virginia DEQ Air Monitoring Team Training - During the week of February 12, OSC Chris Wagner provided 40-hour HAZWOPER training to a team of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) employees who would collect air samples in the event of a terrorism event.  This team, whose members are normally assigned to air data collection tasks, is preparing to use their skills to perform air sampling in a high-hazard event.  Virginia DEQ recently purchased several pieces of high-quality field testing equipment such as a portable Fourier Transform Infrared (FTIR) spectrometer and particulate monitor devices.  EPA modified a standard HAZWOPER training class, normally presented to hazardous waste site workers, to include exercises and training specific to this team’s mission.
EPA Provides Training to Hopewell, VA Responders - On Saturday, February 2, On Scene Coordinator Chris Wagner provided training in mercury responses to emergency responders in Hopewell, Virginia.  Part of the class was set aside to develop response guidelines for emergency dispatchers, fire departments, and school officials who may be first to respond to a mercury incident.  Emphasis was placed on controlling the sources and minimizing the tracking of contamination.
Retreat Hospital Risk Management Training, Richmond, VA – On-Scene Coordinator Chris Wagner, along with Richmond Emergency Management officials, provided risk management training to employees at Retreat Hospital in Richmond on January 11, 2007.  The training focuses both on possible effects from facilities in the nearby areas which store hazardous materials, as well as proper procedures for handling a “walk-in” contaminated patient.  Retreat Hospital is very active in the Richmond LEPC and will be the host agency for a decontamination drill being hosted by EPA this coming March.  

b. Coast Guard Training:

ESF #10 Watchstander Refresher Training - The refresher ESF #10 Watchstander Workshop was held on April 25-26, 2007 at the EPA Region 3 Office in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and we had about 22 participants (EPA and CG).  Our trainers were:  Ms. Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA; Mr. Dave Ormes, Fifth Coast Guard District; Mr. Mike Zickler, EPA Region 3, and Mr. Al Thuring, NPFC.  The refresher workshop provided an update on the National Response Plan and an overview of the Emergency Support Function 10 (ESF #10) Oil and Hazardous Materials Annex.  We reviewed how the Regional Response Coordination Center (RRCC) is set up, the declaration process, the financial process, and the basics for mission assignments.  The training helped the participants to understand the roles of the involved agencies, how to interact and communicate with these agencies and be better prepared to represent their agencies and ESF #10 in the various command and control cells within the Oil and Hazardous Materials Response Annex of the NRP during a federal response to a declared disaster or emergency.  

c.
RRT III Meeting Training:
One of the methods identified to help Regional Response Team III achieve its mission is to provide training, information, communication, and coordination mechanisms to the Federal On-Scene Coordinators, Unified Commands, and the Area Committees.  We want to help our RRT members obtain training and experiences that would help them do their jobs better.  A training letter is provided at each RRT meeting for the participants to document their individual efforts to meet the minimum of 8 hours of refresher safety training in accordance with 29 CFR.  We have provided some examples of the training that have been provided to our RRT members in 2007.

Region II/III Cross-boundary Training and Tabletop Discussion – This cross-boundary training and tabletop discussion were part of our joint RRT II and III meeting.  On January 24, 2007, Mr. Kevin Boyd, EPA Region III summarized the prospective exercise scenario, the goals and objectives of the training including the identification of information and procedural gaps for future training efforts within and between the two regions.  Mr. Boyd also discussed the cross-boundary issues that were identified between Region II and III following the ATHOS 1 incident and why this incident was a driver for this exercise and future inter-regional incidents.  The focus of this tabletop discussion was an escalating event that initiated in Region III and directly impacted Region II.  By inviting all RRT members from both regions to participate in this tabletop, each individual/organization will develop a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities of the two regions should an actual incident occur in the future.  
Mr. Steve Jarvela, EPA Region III provided the attendees with a brief overview of the newly signed MOA between EPA Region II and Region III to eliminate some of the boundary issues between regions and provide a mechanism to support each other for a response.
Sunoco Logistics Pipeline Mapping Program – On May 24, 2007, Mr. Tom Crawford and Ms. Sarah Johnson, Sunoco Logistics Partners, shared an overview of the Sunoco pipeline and its role in commerce.  New regulations help the pipeline owners manage risks.  The pipelines are evaluated in terms of risk (high consequence areas [HCA] – DOT 195.  

The Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA) is also requiring pipeline owners to evaluate HCAs annually to ensure that pipeline operator are ensuring that they have their HCAs properly identified.  To address this, Sunoco developed Facility Explorer.  Facility Explorer is a GIS-based program that is now the company response tool on the corporate intranet.  Facility Explorer allows the user to identify pipeline information, produce maps, etc. and is a completely interactive mapping system with ability to pick and choose layers.

NOAA Marine Debris Program – On May 24, 2007, Mr. Ed Levine, NOAA SSC gave an overview on the NOAA Response and Restoration Marine Debris program – www.marinedebris.noaa.gov.  Marine debris is defined as generally man-made, persistent in the environment and potentially harmful to the environment / commerce.  NOAA’s program is to re-establish a marine debris program to undertake national efforts focused on identifying, reducing, and preventing the occurrence of marine debris.  The focus of the program is on derelict fishing gear, training / protocols, data collection, and assessment, on-the-ground efforts, prevention of derelict vessels and coordination.  The program wants to be able to electronically map all debris (by description, size, water depth, etc.) and have the capability to document when the individual debris is removed from the waterway.
c.
RRT III Meeting Training: (contd.)
Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team Drill – Show and Tell – On September 18, 2007, Mr. Gregory Britt (VA DEM) introduced Captain Mark Massey, Henrico County Fire Department and HAZMAT Team.  Mr. Britt oversees the Virginia Hazmat program which consists of 13 different teams throughout the Commonwealth.  Captain Massey provided the membership with an overview of the HAZMAT equipment that this team has available to respond in the Henrico County area.  This includes various heavy truck equipment, command vehicles, and other equipment purchased with Department of Homeland Security funding.  Following the presentation, Captain Massey and his team provided a demonstration of the equipment in the parking lot.  A decon and dress-out scenario was put in place.  

Atlantic Strike Team Static Display of HAZMAT Equipment – On September 18, 2007, the Atlantic Strike Team shared their 55-foot Hazmat response trailer carrying Coast Guard Hazmat materials equipment, and provided a static display of the trailer, Hazmat equipment, and their capabilities.  
USCG Basic Ordering Agreement (BOA) – Accessing Oil Spill Response Resources – On September 19, 2007, +Ms. Sharon Palustre of MLCLANT provided an overview of the USCG’s Basic Ordering Agreement activation and use during oil spill response in support of the FOSC.  She provided an overview of the MLCLANT and the personnel, services and the establishment of a Basic Ordering Agreement (BOA).  MLCLANT will also negotiate incident-specific contracts for the FOSC when items not specifically covered by a BOA are needed.  They also assist with obtaining and oversight of personnel and services to address Pollution Removal Funding Authorizations (PRFA) for contracted resources from other government and non-government agencies.  Ms. Palustre reviewed the reporting and filing needs for BOA and USCG personnel, as well as PRFAs in the field.  She summarized the required forms, e.g., the USCG 5136, and the required procedures for all contractors and the procedures for processing.  If they need to contract a contractor without a BOA, cost documentation will play a more significant role in the response documentation due to the contract ceiling established.  MLCLANT will also track overall spill costs, contractor costs, and any other purchases that are made to assist the FOSC.  In addition, other government agencies (EPA, DOD, etc.) can use their BOAs.  
Mr. John Allen, SEACOR shared information on the BOA from the contractor’s perspective.  There is a website where both MLCLANT and MLCPAC list all of the districts and all their pre-established BOAs.

Marine Spill Response/Vessel Salvage – September 20, 2007: 

USCG MSC Salvage Engineering Response Team (SERT) – LCDR McGee explained the role of the USCG SERT and how they can support an FOSC during a vessel casualty incident.  The USCG SERT is an assisting team, not responding.  SERT is a collateral duty at Marine Safety Center and all of its members have Graduate Degrees in Naval Architecture.  The USCG SERT provides an independent analysis of vessel planning.  They can review plans submitted by commercial salvors and are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to assist the FOSC.  They work closely with Navy SUPSALV, and the American Salvage Association (ASA) members.

c.
RRT III Meeting Training:  (contd.)

US Navy SUPSALV – Mr. Skudin summarized the Navy’s Salvage operations and the services that they can provide.  For the purpose of this audience there are three categories that you would be interested in:  Oil Spill Response, Search and Recovery, and Ship Salvage, Towing and Heavy Lift for US and international emergencies.  Navy SUPSALV conducts about 45 operations per year.  

American Salvage Association – Ms. Ann Hayward-Walker summarized the role and capabilities of ASA and their membership organizations; what they can do during a response, how they are activated, and incorporated into the response, etc.  There is a need to have regulatory requirements for salvage and fire-fighting like was done for oil spill response organizations (OSROs) in the US.  If they are not regulated, you cannot guarantee that the resources you need will be there.  

During a vessel casualty (incident), the FOSCs needs to refer to that vessel response plan developed by the owners and make sure that they follow and enforce the plan.  It is always better to activate the salvage response as soon as possible whenever there is a vessel casualty; it is easy to demobilize the salvors if they are not needed, but it could be potentially harmful to need the salvors and not have them present.  For more information about the American Salvage Association, go to www.americansalvage.org. 
Securing the Chemical Sector:  An outline of the Chemical Security Program – On September 20, 2007, Mr. Wade Townsend, DHS provided the membership with an overview of the new DHS role in public security relative to the chemical industry under the DHS Office of Infrastructure Protection Directorate (OIP).  He defined the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS) and the agencies, departments, industry, and institutions that fall under the basic thresholds for CFATS.  In a survey process, DHS has identified a variety of systems that are applicable to the CFATS requirement.  The list of chemicals that trigger the CFATS requirements for planning was derived from a series of existing sources of information from various sources and includes pre-cursor chemicals.

The program is developing 19 risk-based performance standards that are based on physical security and risk reduction by reducing the amount of chemicals.  The facility only has to implement the standards that apply to that facility.  

The Chemical Security Assessment Tool (CSAT) is up and running and available from:  www.dhs.gov/chemicalsecurity.  There is a help desk and phone support (866-323-2957); 7 to 7 EST / EDT – Monday thru Friday – response back in 12 hours.  

Mr. Townsend provided the timeline for the CFATS roll-out for this requirement.  Forty-five high risk facilities were beta-tested for the TOPs Screen planning.  The CFATS requirement should not intrude on a response by the RRT.  The CFATS program is working to reduce risk and ensure appropriate security in the chemical industry.  Presently, the program is composed of 36 inspectors and area commanders who make up the inspections and enforcement branch and are conducting outreach to Local Emergency Planning Commissions (LEPCs) for coordination of community preparedness and planning.

7.
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES.  
All personnel changes will be incorporated in the next revision of Annex II of the RCP.

8.
WORKGROUP ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

a.
Information Management Workgroup:  The Information Management Workgroup met on January 23, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 23, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and on September 19, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  Ms. Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA, is the Workgroup Chair, and her work number is (215) 931-5610.  

Information Management Workgroup Meeting on January 23, 2007 - Ms. Pomerantz shared the NIMS and NRP revision process.  The NIMS and NRP are undergoing review and revision following their recent implementation during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Workgroup and committees were formed for this review and revision process.  The workgroup is trying to develop fact sheets that summarize contact information, and what each agency can bring/provide during an emergency for new RRT members and other agencies that may not have participated with the RRT in the past.  Mr. Mike Chezik provided a format to use for cataloging this agency information.  Maintaining these fact sheets will take commitment from the agency representatives.  A suggestion was made that we develop a list of information on what resources are available from each agency.  The workgroup will maintain the POC list rather than a resource list.  Resources are already listed in the Inland Area Contingency Plan in the sub-area plans, and you can see what resources you can access by county and state.
Colonel Robert Freehill provided the membership with a summary of the DOD Defense Coordinating Officer (DFO) efforts in Region II.  If a region activated an ERT A-team to support state or locals for an incident, then the DCO in the region is the DOD linkage for that region.  FEMA Region III has the same DCO staffing and equipment levels co-located in their Regional Office.
Information Management Workgroup Meeting on May 23, 2007 - Ms. Pomerantz discussed a modification to the 2007 Work Plan for the workgroup.  Following the ATHOS incident, it was brought to our attention that there may be the need for a new RRT policy relative to Congressional enquiries during a response.  After some discussion, it was determined that Congressional enquiries/requests can be handled with existing policies within each agency.  
The workgroup is developing detailed fact sheets for each agency on the Regional Response Team III.  They have developed two fact sheets (USDI and USDA); each agency has provided review and comment on their individual fact sheets.  The thought is that they could develop a compendium of RRT members, no more than two pages each that would summarize each agency/state’s involvement with the RRT and what they can bring to the table.  Most of the information is already included in the ACP, which can be used as another source for this information.
Information Management Workgroup:  (contd.)
The workgroup is trying to obtain the list of the national communication system’s list of radio frequencies and the procedures on how to access these frequencies for our communications systems on scene during a response.  Many RRT agencies have a communications van that goes to a site for a response; we are trying to establish a link to access the national communications systems frequencies for emergency responses.  

Mr. Ben Anderson and Mr. Gene Johnson shared a presentation on the GPS location chips in cameras.  Mr. Anderson provided the membership with a demonstration on the use and features of the program GIS Photo link system for photographs.  You must set up the software ahead of time to make it work correctly.  

Mr. Johnson provided the membership with a demonstration on mapping software packages that are easy to use that can run on a PC or laptop and will work with GPS receivers for the upload/download of waypoints, routes and tracks and most brands of GPS receivers for real time tracking of GPS position (Moving Map).  Mr. Johnson demonstrated the Maritime Exchange website for the Delaware River and Bay that allows vessel tracking electronically with the AIS system.  In order to access this real-time database, you must pay a monthly fee to the Maritime Exchange.
Information Management Workgroup Meeting on September 19, 2007 - Mr. Joe Albert, EPA and Mr. Tom Murray, PEMA shared a presentation on the Knowledge Center.  This presentation was provided to demonstrate some of the information management tools that are available and the ones being used by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Region 13 response community to address the NIMS implementation requirements under HSPD-5 for 2007 and 2008.
Mr. Christopher Zak, Buffalo Computer Graphics provided a demonstration on DisasterLan, a program that is currently being used by the Pennsylvania Region 13 response area, and the resources it can provide during a response.  This system provides the response community with a virtual resource management system that can coordinate and allow information sharing for the 1000+jurisdictions in the response area.  
Salamander Technologies and the products they provide are the second key component to the Pennsylvania Region 13 coordinated response.  Salamander Technologies provides their clients with First Responder Accountability Solutions, Emergency Incident Command and Mass Casualty Patient Tracking Systems in the form of fully interoperable emergency incident command structure tools that are based upon NIMS operating procedures.
Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIOs) – The Incident Management Systems Division has coordinated with local tribal, state, and federal Public Information professionals to develop NIMS Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIO).  The document provides fundamental guidance for any person or group delegated PIO responsibilities during an incident or event where informing the public is necessary.  It contains the NIMS Incident Command System (ICS) approach to managing the Joint Information System (JIC) during response operations as well as information management during non-crisis events.  The guidance also addresses actions for preparedness, disaster/emergency/response, Joint Information Centers, incident recovery, and federal public information support. 
Information Management Workgroup Meeting:  (contd.)
National Response Framework (NRF) Resource Center and Updates to the Former National Response Plan – The National Response Framework Center is available on line at http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf/.  The Incident of National Significance (INS) category has been eliminated from the NRF.  The Oil and Hazmat Support Annex of the NRP has been eliminated from the NRF; components of this annex have been rolled into the ESF #10 – Oil and Hazardous Materials Response to eliminate duplicative information.

b.
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup:  The Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup met on January 24, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 23, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and on September 19, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  Mr. Kevin Boyd is the Workgroup Chair, and his work number is (215) 814-3418.  
Finalized CIAgent pre-authorization document which pre-authorizes its use on a county-by-county basis within the Region and is limited to the use of 500 gallons.  For counties that are restricted from the pre-authorization, an area authorization / consultation with USFWS for Endangered Species Act (ESA) and NOAA for Essential Fish Habitat (EHF) reviews will have to be requested on a case-by-case basis.

Finalized a pre-authorization document for the testing of Surface Washing Agents (SWA) within the Region.  The pre-authorization is for the testing of 20 gallons of SWA for effectiveness prior to operational use.  USFW has conducted an ESA review of the document and provided comments.  The document will be forwarded to NOAA for an EHF and ESA review.
Region II/III/IV at the NRT have joined forces and agreed to update the Selection Guide.  Region III has taken the lead and prepared a final draft.  This draft has been sent to the NRT for final review among the RRTs.

Conducted training and an exercise on dispersants to spark additional communications among the RRT members and Regions II and III.  Many of the states that worked on the original dispersant agreements developed in both Region II and III have experienced personnel turnover and the workgroup wanted to make sure that everyone is on the same education level and that any education gaps, procedural gaps, etc. are identified and addressed in each region.  Additionally, the focus was to have the participants of each region determine if changes and updates need to be made to existing pre-authorization agreements.  The goal of the exercise was to practice the decision making process for the use of dispersants.  The focus was on determining if everyone had the correct contact phone numbers, alternate contacts, what information did each agency need to make a decision, and what are the areas in which an application would never be allowed.

Presentations were provided by OSHA and CSERT about Health and Safety issues during an oil spill Response.

Presentations were provided by USCG MLCLANT and SEACOR and about USCG Basic Ordering Agreement (BOA) and how to access them.
c. Training Workgroup:  The Training Workgroup met on January 23, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 23, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and on September 19, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  Mr. Ed Levine, NOAA SSC, is the Workgroup Chair, and his work number is (212) 668-6428. 
Training Workgroup Meeting on January 23, 2007 - The workgroup reviewed the training notes from September 2005 RRT III meeting to determine where we are and what still needs to be done regarding proposed training opportunities for our future RRT III meetings.  The proposed training plan for 2007 RRT III Meetings was reviewed and follow-up efforts will be made to address these training requests.
Training Workgroup Meeting on May 23, 2007 - NOAA and CAMEO have created a website designed for USCG CAMEO support.  Mr. Levine walked the membership through the various components of the program and provided a brief demonstration of this CAMEO product.  The product is available to all responders and provides the same information that other responders are using, including references to the regulations that direct the information (reporting, quantities, toxicities, etc.).  

The workgroup reviewed the training notes from the January 2007 joint Regions II and III meeting to determine where we are regarding training needs and what still needs to be done.  A future topics mining exercise or brainstorming session will be conducted at our September meeting to get our members to provide additional suggestions for training.  
Training Workgroup Meeting on September 19, 2007 - During a brainstorming session, the workgroup membership divided into focus groups and they reviewed the existing RRT III training subject categories.  The members identified new training categories for future training opportunities.  We will summarize the information shared and capture all the suggestions and recommendations from the focus groups.  The workgroup chair will develop a comprehensive list of the decisions made by the focus groups and will share it with the workgroup chairs and members.  We will use some of the decision making to identify training and education opportunities for our 2008 RRT III meetings.  
d.
Wildlife Response Workgroup:  The Wildlife Response Workgroup met on 
January 23, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 23, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and on September 19, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  Mr. Alan Williams of Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) is the Workgroup Chair, and his work number is (410) 537-3994.
Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting on January 23, 2007 - Mr. Mike Chezik, DOI showed a video on the migration of shorebirds in the Delaware Bay and conducted a mini exercise.  Everyone was asked to develop answers to two questions:  (1) Name any specific actions that the planning section should include in the IAP to protect shorebirds, horseshoe crabs, and their habitats.  (2) Name any specific assistance that the RRT II/III should offer to the COTP to protect shorebirds.  Based on the conditions of the exercise, there seemed to be a preponderance to use dispersants and in-situ burning if we were to have a catastrophic release in the Delaware Bay during peak migration.  
d.
Wildlife Response Workgroup:  (contd.)

The RRTs need to identify the specific triggers for dispersant use and how we can get some specific pre-approval for dispersant use.  Let’s focus our efforts on places where we might use them.  In regard to RRT II/III assistance that may be requested for a major oil spill in the Delaware Bay during late May, RRT II/III would likely convene a joint incident-specific meeting to consider whether to authorize dispersant application and/or in-situ burning in order to protect environmentally sensitive beaches and wetlands.  

Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting on May 23, 2007 - Mr. Alan Williams asked the members to consider the following and provide him with responses.  (1) Name any specific actions that the Planning Section should include in the IAP to protect shorebirds and horseshoe crabs and their habitats.  (2) Name any specific assistance that the RRT II/III should offer to the COTP to protect shorebirds. 
Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting on September 19, 2007 - The speaker was not available to attend the meeting.  Mr. Williams asked each agency to report on the wildlife issues of concern within their agency/organization.  
e.
Outreach Workgroup:  The RRT III Outreach Workgroup is inactive at this time and did not meet in 2007. 

f.
Natural Resource Damage Assessment Workgroup (NRDA):  The NRDA Workgroup 

met on January 24, 2007, in Edison, New Jersey, on May 23, 2007, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, September 19, 2007, in Richmond, Virginia.  Mr. Ben Anderson, with DE DNREC, is the Workgroup Chair, and his work number is (302) 739-9939.

NRDA Workgroup Meeting on January 24, 2007 - Mr. Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC shared an overview of the Chevron Perth Amboy Refinery incident on the Arthur Kill.  This was a small (14,000 gallon spill of Dabo crude oil was discharged from a pipeline break) spill in February 13, 2006 and settlement was completed in September.  The responding agencies decided to conduct an expedited NRDA for this small spill as there were oiled shorelines and bird impacts.  The overall message is that for small spills, the conduct of a NRDA can be done effectively and be rewarding.  It makes sense to conduct a NRDA if you have cooperative trustees and a cooperative responsible party.  Get an agreement by all parties to conduct the expedited assessment, focus on ephemeral data collection, the use of response tools to assist with assessment, and most of all, have all parties be reasonable.  
Mr. Dave Sweeney (NJ DEP) and Mr. Andrew English (NY DEM) shared information on New Jersey and New York’s perspective on dealing with NRDA issues as part of our joint RRT II and III meeting. 
NRDA Workgroup Meeting on May 23, 2007 - Mr. Gary Shigenaka, NOAA shared a presentation on seafood issues during spills.  Mr. Gary Shigenaka is the Region X Dept. of Commerce representative out of NOAA Emergency Response Division (ERD) in Seattle, Washington.  Mr. Shigenaka shared a detailed overview on seafood safety and tainting issues during spills, and he shared issues and concerns associated with the potential and existing tainting or contamination issues in subsistence, recreational, commercial, etc. resources. 
f. Natural Resource Damage Assessment Workgroup (NRDA):  (contd.)
Mr. Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC shared a presentation on the NRDA actions following the T/V BERMUDA ISLANDER oil spill that occurred on April 25, 2006 in the Delaware Bay.  The incident occurred in a very critical time period during the annual shorebird migration, horseshoe crab spawning, recreational fisheries, etc. 
NRDA Workgroup Meeting on September 19, 2007 - Mr. Ed Levine, NOAA SSC shared a presentation on NOAA’s Open Water Identification Job Aid.  Mr. Levine summarized the oil spill terminology associated with on water oil spill identification and went over the job aid; helped the membership get a feel for the task and requirements of open water identification for oil spills, as well as other observations for the operational response.
9.  FUTURE PLANS - RRT III Meetings:  Our 2008 meetings are:  January 29-31, 2008, in Fredericksburg, Virginia, May 13-15, 2008, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and September 23-25, 2008, tentative date, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
10.  RECOMMENDATIONS AND OTHER ACTIONS: 
11.
 REMARKS.  None
CONCURRENCE:
_____________________________________________                   _________

DENNIS P. CARNEY, EPA, CO-CHAIR



 DATE

______________________________________________

__________

DAVID T. ORMES, USCG, ALTERNATE CO-CHAIR

 DATE
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