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RRT III Fact Sheet

Response Policies

www.uscg.mil/lantaera/rrt/rcp/POLICY/POLICYindex.html

As part of the Strategic Plan, The Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup is tasked to develop and provide spill countermeasures strategies to assist the response community for spill response. The Workgroup (comprised of members and participants of the RRT) is responsible for revisions to response policies in Region III in consultation with the Executive Committee. In years past, several Workgroups have developed work products that are included in the Regional Contingency Plan (RCP). The Region III RRT Response Policies are located in Subpart C (Planning and Preparedness) of the RCP, and can be found at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) website: www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/rcp/POLICY/POLICYindex.html. 

Response Action Policies

Federal On-Scene Coordinators (FOSCs) and the response community can use the Shoreline

Countermeasures Manual, approved by the RRT III in April 1994, in an effort to provide strategies, decision-making processes, and sensitive resource definitions, if assistance is needed to respond to an oil or hazardous material spill. In addition, the FOSC can use the Shoreline Assessment Manual, developed by NOAA in August 2000, to compliment the Shoreline Countermeasures Manual, in explaining the actions that need to be taken in evaluating a shoreline that has been effected by an oil or hazardous material spill. 

Guidance Documents
The Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup provided four guidance documents (revised and borrowed from RRT IV) to be adopted by the RRT III. These documents include: Guidance for the Disposal of Contact Water of Inland, Ocean, and Coastal Waters, provides the RRT the decision making tools to assist the FOSC with actions in pursuing the disposal of contact water. This document contains separate protocols for each State or Commonwealth, which establish specific conditions or procedures for conducting any disposal of contact water inside territorial waters (3 miles or less from shore), for special managed areas if applicable and the approval or final decision process for conducting such operations; Guidance for Limited Jones Act Waivers During Pollution Response Actions, provides the RRT the decision making tools to assist the FOSC with actions when they are pursuing the use of foreign-flag vessels to mitigate pollution or the threat of pollution when the Jones Act is applicable. The information contained within the document was developed strictly to identify issues and provide consistent viewpoints and procedures to assist the FOSC and alleviate potential barriers that may inhibit the decision making process; Guidance for Ocean Dumping During Pollution Response Actions, provides the RRT with decision making tools to assist the FOSC with actions within the region when they are pursuing emergency ocean dumping permission to mitigate pollution or the threat of pollution when other conventional disposal methods are not viable. These three documents were adopted by the RRT in May 2002. The In-Situ Burn Guidance Document, (adopted with modifications in January 2003), serves as a guidance document as opposed to a policy. This guidance document provides pre-authorization for the use of on-water In-Situ burning by the FOSC in response to coastal oil discharges within the jurisdiction of the RRT III and compliments and expands the existing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), December 1997, between EPA, USCG, DOI, DOC/NOAA, DNREC, MDE, and VADEQ. In-Situ burns on land areas would require prior authorization; no pre-authorization policy for burning on land currently exists. The Region III jurisdiction addressed in this MOU is divided into 3 zones: Zone A = pre-authorized for open water In-Situ burning, Zone B = waters requiring case-by-case authorization, and Zone R = restricted zones.

The In-Situ burn MOU is designed to implement sections of Subpart J of the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP) and the requirements of 33 USC 1321 (j) (4) (C) (v), the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990. This document provides preauthorization for use of in-situ burning by the USCG FOSC in response to coastal oil discharges within the jurisdiction of the RRT.

Dispersant Policy

The Dispersant Policy has been derived from two principal documents: the Dispersant Employment Evaluation Plan (DEEP), approved in May 1991, and the 1997 MOU, signed in December 1997. This policy provides the FOSC pre-authorization in specific zones and expedited approval procedures in other areas for the use of chemical countermeasures. The countermeasures include: dispersants, surface collecting agents, and biological additives. This policy applies only in the Federal Region III portion of the designated zones in the areas of responsibility for the Captain of Port for Philadelphia and Hampton Roads.

Bioremediation Policy
The policy in Region III is that bioremediation is an appropriate response option to speed recovery of areas affected by oil pollution and reduce the threat of additional or prolonged impacts to human health and natural resources. The 1997 MOU authorizes bioremediation on a case-by-case basis in coastal areas for chemical countermeasures.

Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies

NOAA developed the Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART), in August 2000, as a three tiered monitoring policy. SMART relies on small, highly mobile teams that collect real-time data using portable, durable, and easy-to-use instruments during dispersant and In-Situ burning operations. For more information on SMART visit the website: http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/oilaids/SMART/SMART.html, or http://www.uscg.mil/vrp/smart.pdf or http://www.ert.org. 

Alternative Response Tool Evaluation System

For countermeasure technologies which require special approval or are unfamiliar to OSCs, the policy of the Region III RRT is to evaluate their anticipated utility and environmental consequences using the Alternative Response Tool Evaluation System (ARTES), a section of the RRT III’s RCP. ARTES is an evaluation program that will help the OSC and RRT decide whether to use these response tools. ARTES can be used prior to or during an incident. 

The Selection Guide for Oil Spill Applied Technologies

The primary objective of the Selection Guide, which has been developed under the Work Plan of the RRT III Spill Response Countermeasures Work Group in cooperation with the Region IV Regional Response Team, is to provide information and guidance to responders for the timely evaluation of non-conventional or "applied" and infrequently-used technologies, for a wide range of oil spill conditions and circumstances. The Guide contains information on types of products and strategies contained within 2 separate volumes: The first volume includes decision-making information. The second volume contains guidance procedures to implement and monitor their use, as well as document lessons learned. The intended users for this guide are all oil spill decision-makers, both experienced and less experienced. They include members of the Unified Command, e.g., FOSC, SOSC, Incident Commander, and resource trustees, among others. The most current edition of the Selection Guide can be found on the above website as a link to the RCP. This current document is a readable and printable version of the Selection Guide. In the near future, the Guide will be available in an interactive CD program. 

