Standing RRT Meeting
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

September 15, 2011

Page 19 of 19

REGION III STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Thursday, September 15, 2011
0830 to 1140
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS: Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III, Mr. Gerald Heston (Alternate), EPA Region III; CAPT Edward Gibbons, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5
AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-Chairs Opening Remarks

· Welcome to Pennsylvania – Kerry Leib, Division Director, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (unable to attend)
· Local Emergency Response Management System – Randy Gockley, Lancaster County Emergency Management Director (unable to attend)
· RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG
· PRESENTATION: USACE Nationwide Permits – Mr. Ed Bonner, USACE 
· PRESENTATION: WMD Planning – Bill Steuteville, EPA

· PRESENTATION: NRT Activities – Mike Faulkner, NRT Executive Director

· PRESENTATION:  NRF versus NCP for Responses – Dave Ormes, CGD5 – (delayed)
· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Virginia

· Maryland

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC) – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) – U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Forest Service

· Department of Transportation (DOT) – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA 

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Virginia and Coastal Maryland Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· Sector Ohio Valley

· Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee)
· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and Agenda – Thursday, September 15, 2011
· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report – 13-15 September 2011

· Sector Baltimore FOSC Report – September 2011

· MSU Pittsburgh FOSC Activity at a Glance – September 2011

· GSA – Environmental Sustainability Pamphlet
· GSA MarkeTips Booklet (Vol. 24, No. 3) 
· GSA Focus Newsletter
· National Response System Are You Ready? Brochure

· South Central Task Force – State of the Task Force 2011

· PRESENATATION:  WMD Response Planning

· PRESENATATION:  NWP 20 and Oil Spill Response

MEETING NOTES:

The RRT Co-Chairs, Dennis Carney (EPA) and CAPT Edward Gibbons made opening remarks. Mr. Carney welcomed everyone and commented on the attendance increase for this meeting. CAPT Gibbons also welcomed everyone and said that based on his observations and attendance at the NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting, Region III is well ahead of the curve for responsiveness in the region. CAPT Gibbons thanked everyone for the organization, great training and topic discussions this week. Admiral Lee, Commander USCG 5th District will be present today and will address the membership.

Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.

RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT 

Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked all speakers and participants of the meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday with their many interesting presentations and training opportunities; we appreciate everyone’s participation. Our meeting has been well attended so far as well as being very interesting and informative. It was great having Admiral Allen here to speak with us and provide us with his perspectives following the Deepwater Horizon response where he served as our first ever National Incident Commander.
Ms. Baines reported the following:  

· The RRT and Region III website’s web address is; http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Homepage website address is located at:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/. 

· Region I’s next RRT meeting is scheduled for September 22, 2011 – via conference call.
· Region II’s next RRT meeting is scheduled for October 25-26, 2011 at the EPA Environmental Response Training Center in Edison, NJ.
· The CRRT’s next meeting is scheduled for November 8-10, 2010 in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
· RRT IV next meeting has not been posted yet. 
· RRT V’s next meeting is scheduled for November 2-3, 2011 in Indianapolis, IN. Go to http://www.rrt5.org/meetings.php  for more information.
· RRT VI next meeting is scheduled for February, 2012 (location and time to be determined). 
· The 11th International Effects of Oiled Wildlife Conference, January 24-28, 2012 in New Orleans, Louisiana. For more information or to submit an abstract for this conference, go to http://www.eow2012.org.
· RRT III’s next meeting is scheduled for January 10-12, 2012 in Williamsburg, Virginia at the Williamsburg Hospitality House.
· Col. Timothy Williams will be replacing Col. James Matthis as the new Department of Defense Coordinating Officer (DCO) for Region III. 
· EPA Emergency Preparedness and HAZMAT Response Conference – October 30-November 2 in Pittsburgh, PA this year; go to http://www.2011conference.net/ for more information. 

If you have topics or suggestions for training or presentations – contact Linda Marzulli, EPA, at marzulli.linda@epa.gov, or Linda Baines, USCG, at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil.

PRESENTATIONS:

PRESENTATION – USACE Nationwide Permits – Ed Bonner, USACE
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Ed Bonner (Edward.E.Bonner@usace.army.mil; 215-656-5932).
Mr. Bonner provided the membership with an overview of the primary legal authorities from the Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. He is a regulator for the Corps, and they provide permits for regulated activities using the Corps Nationwide Permit 20 (NWP 20) that was issued as the primary authorization tool for emergency spill response activities. What constitutes a regulated activity is not always clear and has been the subject of considerable litigation. There are various forms of permits: individual permits (IP), Letter Permits (LOP), and General Permits (a generic permit that is issued in advance for certain entities, for certain activities, that are considered as causing “Minor” impacts) including the Nationwide Permits (NWP), Regional General Permits (RGP) and Programmatic General Permits (PGP). There are 49 different NWPs currently in existence – 48 are being updated and 2 new ones are being added relative to the operation of alternative energy and wind farms. 
Federal register notice went out in February 2011 for public comments on the NWPs. The comment period for the proposed changes to NWP 20 is now closed. Existing permits expire on March 18, 2012. If the Corps is able, there will be a seamless transfer to the new permits upon renewal. If they cannot finish the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process in time to reissue the new NWPs, then technically there would not be any NWPs for the interim period. There would be a period of time where there would be no authorization to conduct various nationally permitted activities, including spill response. This permitting process occurs every 5 years. 
Oil Spill cleanup activities are covered under NWP 20. There are a number of conditions that must be met by the responders in order to meet the requirements of NWP 20. At present, equipment deployment exercises (EDEs) are covered under this permit. Make sure that you are covered and meet the requirements of NWP 20 when conducting exercises and operations (training or others) for planning and concept development. 
Existing Language: 
Oil Spill Cleanup. Activities required for the containment and cleanup of oil and hazardous substances that are subject to the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (40 CFR part 300) provided that the work is done in accordance with the Spill Control and Countermeasure Plan required by 40 CFR 112.3 and any existing state contingency plan and provided that the Regional Response Team (if one exists in the area) concurs with the proposed containment and cleanup action. This NWP also authorizes activities required for the cleanup of oil releases in waters of the United States from electrical equipment that are governed by EPA’s polychlorinated biphenyl spill response regulations at 40 CFR Part 761. (Sections 10 and 404)
Proposed changes to NWP 20:  
Response Operations for Oil and Hazardous Substances. Activities conducted in response to a discharge or release of oil and hazardous substances that are subject to the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (40 CFR part 300) including containment, cleanup, and mitigation efforts, provided that the activities are done under either: (1) the Spill Control and Countermeasure Plan required by 40 CFR 112.3; (2) the direction or oversight of the federal on-scene coordinator designated by 40 CFR part 300; or (3) any approved existing state, regional or local contingency plan provided that the Regional Response Team (if one exists in the area) concurs with the proposed response efforts. This NWP also authorizes activities required for the cleanup of oil releases in waters of the United States from electrical equipment that are governed by EPA’s polychlorinated biphenyl spill response regulations at 40 CFR Part 761. This NWP also authorizes the use of temporary structures and fills in waters of the U.S. for spill response training exercises. (Section 10 and 404)
What about advanced planning? (Activities that may not be considered a response but rather preparation) include mooring facilities, boat ramps and access areas. These activities may not qualify for NWP 20 but could be authorized by other permits, including other NWPs. Bottom line, consult with Mr. Bonner prior to and during your planning efforts to ensure that your exercise activities are covered by the NWP 20. 
PRESENTATION – WMD Response Planning – Bill Steuteville, EPA
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Bill Steuteville (steuteville.bill@epa.gov; 215-814-3264).

Mr. Steuteville summarized the EPA’s weapons of mass destruction (WMD) history of planning efforts. Since 2007, EPA Headquarters had determined that for WMD planning, EPA must be prepared for responding to five (5) simultaneous incidents of national significance culminating in the 2010 Liberty RadEx National exercise in April 2010. EPA’s principal role in these national responses is in the cleanup of a WMD event going forward during an incident. EPA began working in conjunction with other federal and state agencies to ensure that the agency could meet this requirement. EPA has engage the state and federal health agencies and USDA organizations to address the necessary state priorities, resource needs, and planning for a WMD response. Lesson learned from previous efforts have been evaluated and addressed in our 2011 planning.
The 2011 national exercise for chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) planning is designed to push EPA to be better prepared for CBRN responses through addressing all aspects of preparedness, including:  technology, laboratory and analytical capabilities, training, resources and capabilities, and clean up and disposal. There are currently no disposal facilities permitted to handle CBRN / WMD waste in the United States. For a CBRN response and waste disposal issue, EPA will most likely need to dispose accumulated waste using local waste management services as the materials are likely to be large in quantity but of low-level contamination.
EPA Region III will be supporting EPA HQ in their WMD planning efforts for our region. We want to reach out and obtain the state perspectives to steer the national planning efforts. ESF-10 doesn’t exist to clean it up on the federal government’s behalf; it exists to support the state. Initial consultation efforts with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are underway in Region III. EPA Region III will be contacting the rest of the states and Washington D.C. in this region over the next several months in order to get their perspectives for this planning effort.
PRESENTATION – NRT Activities – Mike Faulkner, NRT Executive Director
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Mike Faulkner, National Response Team Executive Director (Faulkner.Mike@epa.gov).
Mr. Faulkner provided an overview of the NRT various committees activated for national preparedness efforts as determined by the NRT / RRT co-chairs meeting. The NRT has 11 committees and subcommittees working on response issues for the U.S. and internationally. Mr. Faulkner summarized the current activities and work projects: 
· Response Committee – updating the model and training presentation with lessons learned from the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) response, SONS 2010, and Enbridge pipeline spill.
· Worker Health and Safety Subcommittee – identified necessary changes for emergency responder health monitoring and surveillance programs Action proposal, recommending increasing safety and health through exercise, and a unified safety management action proposal.
· Preparedness Committee – addressing updates to various NRT guidance, Abandoned Vessel Guidance, Use of Volunteers, Arctic Pollution Preparedness Assessment, and the Cuba Oil Response Preparedness Assessment.
· Panama Canal Committee – working to finalize the NRT-ACT EcoCanal exercise and training programs.
· Training Subcommittee – focusing on rural fire department issues. 
· Science and Technology Committee – primarily working on dispersant guidance, the Selection Guide, and SMART data program.
· WMD Subcommittee – Quick Reference Guides (QRGs) revision and updates of the current guides as well as the development of several new chemical and biological reference documents.
· Executive Secretariat – continues to strategically review the NRT priorities and address workload concerns. Also producing an NRT After Action Report for the DWH response.
· Subsea Dispersant Subcommittee – this is a brand new subcommittee working to resolve critical issues and establish new NRT guidance and RRT implementation guidance concerning criteria and operational monitoring protocols for subsea dispersant operations. The draft guidance is ready to go for signature when it will be distributed to the RRTs for review and implementation.

· IMO, Arctic Council and the Caribbean – is working on issues relative to oil exploration and extraction in these areas.
· NRF/NCP Workgroup – develop language for upcoming NRF revision; they are reviewing the alignment including high level official involvement, and incident management issues, and public communications issues.
The primary goal of the NRT is to support the RRTs. This did not happen in DWH response and the NRT was not utilized appropriately as its function was shifted from providing assistance to the responding agencies and regions to serving as the daily report-out to the Secretary / Cabinet level officials. The NRT’s After Action reports for the DWH response is completed and waiting for final DHS approval. The NRT is working to ensure that the NRT is sheltered in future to allow them to respond to regional RRT needs during an event rather than being “hijacked” by the political appointees from the cabinet level officials like occurred during the DWH response.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS

Pennsylvania 

Representative Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) was not present due to local flooding response issues.
Delaware 

Representative Ellen Malenfant, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DE DNREC), had no incidents to report.

· During Hurricane Irene DNREC had very few oil or hazmat related incidents as a result of the hurricane. We appreciate the coordination and support from Sector Delaware Bay before, during, and after the hurricane passed through the state.
· DNREC is working with the USCG and the Delaware Bay and River Cleanup Cooperative (DBRCC) on a survey to update the booming strategies on the Delaware side of the bay.
Virginia
Representative Gregory Britt, Virginia Department of Environmental Management (VADEM), reported the following:

· A 5.8 earthquake on August 23, 2011 occurred prior to land fall by Hurricane Irene. The Dominion Power Nuclear plant was impacted briefly, but no incident occurred. Two units are still down.
· Hurricane Irene resulted in very little oil or hazmat related incidents; mostly power outages. VADEM wanted to express their appreciation for the coordination and support from Sector Delaware Bay before, during, and after the hurricane.
· In Henrico County, VADEM responded to call because one of four 300-gallon totes of TMPTA (trimethylolpropane triacrylate) being stored outside was reacting (melting down) and giving off vapors; the Henrico County HAZMAT team moved the affected tote to safe area away from the others. After HAZMAT team left, the actual container exploded and caught fire.
· James City County emergency services personnel responded to another suicide by H2S in an automobile. No emergency personnel were impacted, but the suicide victim had already expired. VADEM worked with local Emergency services to remove and dispose of the contaminated vehicle and body.
Representative Shawn Weimer, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VADEQ), reported the following: 

· VADEQ had very little response issues associated with Hurricane Irene; no large events.
· As a result of the August 23rd earthquake, the VADEQ tank program was notified that several underground storage tanks (USTs) incurred damages from the quake; the fiberglass liners inside shattered and a release occurred. 
Maryland 

Representative Alan Williams of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) was not present. 
West Virginia 

Representative Rusty Joins, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP), reported the following:

· WVDEP has emergency rules in place for the next legislative session on oil and gas industry related to the Marcellus Shale.
· There were no impacts from the hurricane, tropical storm, or earthquake.
· Nothing else to report.
District of Columbia 

Representative Millicent Williams from the DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (DC HS & EMA) was not present.
Representative Frank Kirschner from the DC Department of the Environment (DC DOE) was not present.
AGENCY REPORTS:

The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

Representative Ed Levine, NOAA SSC provided the following information on his NOAA and DOC activities since the last RRT meeting:

· Participating in the Remediation of Underwater Legacy Environmental Threats (RULET) program being developed and utilized in Region I and Region V.
· Hurricane Irene – NOAA assisted the USCG with preparedness efforts four days prior to impact and facilitated information transfer from the National Weather Service (NWS) on the storm’s progress. 
· Working with Integrated Ocean Observing Systems – IOOS – to develop a 5 to 10 year plan on how to utilize IOOS to help mariners, assist in spill response, and forecasting.
· Mr. Levine is the NOAA representative on the NRT Subsea Dispersant Workgroup that is developing subsea dispersant injection and monitoring guidelines for the Regional Response Teams.
· Mr. Levine is also working with the government of Panama to coordinate a liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) training program for response to address the future transport of LNG cargo through the canal; the training is scheduled for November 2011.
· In District 1, the USCG received information from DHS about the USGS mounting tide gauges on several bridges to measure river height; from several reports, the tide gauges look like explosive devices, so the USCG wants to know which bridges have the tide gauges. Mr. Levine is working on getting that information for the USCG.

Representative Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC provided the following information on his NOAA activities since the last RRT meeting:

· He is still responding on-scene for the DWH response; he will have limited ability to support his local area of response through the tentatively targeted shut down of December 2011.
· Hurricane Irene – Mr. Csulak worked with the USCG Sectors providing weather, flood, and tide information. Their primary focus was on vessel movement. There was no pollution events reported or worked on as a result of Hurricane Irene.
· Provided support for the August 2011, Anacostia River incident. The petroleum-looking substance travelling down the Anacostia turned out to be a natural substance that was not oil.
· A SMART data buoy has been put into service near Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel; the buoy will gather information on the local weather, water quality data, etc. that can be accessed in real time.
· Will be holding a Science of Spills workshop for Sector Delaware Bay in 2012; date to be determined.
· Participated in the September 28-29 USCG National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) Vessel Salvage workshop at Ft. Dix, NJ.
· On November 1-3, NOAA and the National Weather Service (NWS) will attend the 3rd All Hazmat Conference in Raleigh, NC. The focus of this presentation will be on NOAA and how the NWS can provide support to responses.

· Sector North Carolina will have a tabletop exercise in Wilmington on November 16, 2011.
· Clean Gulf Conference will be held November 28-30 in San Antonio, Texas.
· SCAT training workshops will resume in Spring 2012.
· Mr. Csulak is coordinating with Leonard Rich (USCG D5) on conducting an Aerial Observer Course.
DOI 

Representative Valincia Darby, Department of Interior Region III, reported the following for DOI:
· Mike Chezik continues to handle DOI preparedness and response activities on behalf of Greg Hogue in much of the southeast and Caribbean. Greg Hogue continues in his recovery and he hopes to resume working again in some limited capacity.
· DOI worked in conjunction with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE), EPA, USCG, and NOAA representatives on the NRT Subsea Dispersant Core Group Subcommittee in drafting the Subsea Dispersant Monitoring and Assessment interim guidance document. The NRT will soon distribute the Interim Guidance document to the RRTs for review and potential use. The guidance is not mandatory, but does contain useful information on monitoring and assessing subsea dispersant use.
· There were two spills of interest in our RRT III area since the last meeting; both were in the Washington, D.C. area; 

· Mystery petroleum spill on July 1, 2011 from a storm sewer that impacted National Parks Service (NPS) lands.
· Suspected mystery oil spill on the Anacostia River on August 15, 2011; the NPS and the US Fish and Wildlife assisted the USCG with the response. After sampling the substance observed floating ion the river was neither oil nor a hazardous substance. 
· Mr. Chezik has responded to several other responses outside of Region III, including events in Mississippi, North Carolina, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, and New Jersey. The most serious incident outside of the region was a black liquor release to the Pearl River in Louisiana and Mississippi that resulted in a major fish kill and impacted the Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refuge. USFWS assisted EPA with the response and is now conducting a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) for this incident.
· Hurricane Irene impacted several DOI and NPS assets, the most serious being Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras National Seashores. As of last week, DOI has approximately 325 personnel from NPS and FWS working on the response and recovery activities. 
· FEMA issued 5 mission assignments to the DOI agencies (USGS, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and NPS) to support the response and rescue operations.
· Although FEMA activated Emergency Support Function (ESF) #11 – Agriculture and Natural Resources Annex, DOI has not received any FEMA mission assignments to protect natural and cultural resources and historic properties. They did receive a mission assignment to protect cultural resources following the rash of tornados last spring in Alabama as well as the more recent flooding events in Montana and North Dakota. FEMA activated ESF-11 last Wednesday for damages caused by Tropical Storm Lee in Pennsylvania.
ATSDR 

Representative Lora Werner, ATSDR Region III, reporting the following for ATSDR: 

· ATSDR is struggling to do work not associated with Marcellus Shale; routine public health issues are mostly sidelined due to competing priorities from incidents.
· They continue to address the public health science associated with the well blowout Bradford County, PA.
· Developed a cooperative agreement with the Virginia Dept. of Health in Richmond; ATSDR will be sponsoring a position within the department to assist with medical and public health identification and exposures.
FEMA

Representative Catherine Mercogliana reported the following for Dick Polley of FEMA:   

· FEMA has been involved in numerous exercises since the last RRT III meeting.
· Participating in the CSX TRANSCAER Training events in Delaware and Pennsylvania that have recently focused on anhydrous ammonia response issues.
· Development of the ESF-10 synchronization plan is continuing.
· For the recent flooding, hurricane, and tornadic events the FEMA Regional Response Coordination Center (RRCC) was activated and open disaster declarations were initiated for Washington, D.C., Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.
· September is National Preparedness Month, and as part of President’s initiative, FEMA is trying to participate in as many events as possible. Our focus is to reach out to populations we haven’t met with previously by partnering with our trusted federal and state partners.
· Also as part of the National Preparedness Month, FEMA will be working on Youth Preparedness initiatives (including the Youth Preparedness Summit under FEMA’s Project Ready), to reach out to young people in order to get them focused on incorporating planning and preparedness for their future and daily lives. The outreach efforts for this are being activated over FaceBook, You-tube, Twitter, etc.
· FEMA has been active in using Social Media for outreach via the FEMA Blog site, FaceBook, Twitter sites. There was a 50 % jump on hits at these social media sites during hurricane Irene.
GSA 

Representative Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, reported the following activities for GSA: 

· The GSA Region III Office of Emergency Management coordinated disaster support efforts to for 12 presidential declarations resulting from the recent earthquake, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee (New Jersey (south) – 2, Pennsylvania – 5, Maryland – 1, Delaware – 1, and Virginia – 2, District of Columbia - 1). Region III is unique in that we are responsible for responding to FEMA Region III that includes all of the Washington, DC area; and we work with GSA Region II to provide support to the parts of New Jersey managed by Mid-Atlantic, but served by FEMA's Region II. At least nine Realty Specialists and PBS Field Office employees provided information on well over 200 potential facilities and sites to FEMA as well as assisted in site surveys in PA, VA, and MD. In addition to the space options, we provided assistance in sourcing potential needs for sandbags and other products. The sourcing information was shared with FEMA, other regions, and other support function agencies. 
· GSA Region III also executed two Joint Field Office (JFO) leases for FEMA in response to Hurricane Irene (in Virginia and Pennsylvania). The Virginia lease was signed in less than 24 hours. The Pennsylvania lease was successfully negotiated over the holiday weekend. FEMA teams are still assessing the situation and need for JFO space in the other states in our Region. The support effort continues.

· Nationally GSA purchased 217,000 cots, 20 JFO kits, 698,500 blankets, 100,000 liters of water, 2x1500 KW generators and 300,000 sand bags for FEMA in response to Hurricane Irene for all regions along the east coast (Regions I, II, III, and IV). GSA also provided transportation resources to move commodities for FEMA to various staging and distributions sites.

· In June 2011, GSA Mid-Atlantic Region participated in the Central Office Eagle Horizon and Region II Rising Storm continuity exercises. The Mid-Atlantic Region prepared for these exercises by assessing and making changes to our existing devolution plan and sharing that with both Region II and Central Office (CO). The Regional Emergency Coordinator (REC) managed the information sharing across all Regional Services and Staff Offices as well as among the CO and Region II participants of these exercises. We shared the information that was provided in advance of the Eagle Horizon exercise and managed Senior Emergency Response Team (SERT) participation in informational conference calls prior to the exercise. 
· GSA Excess personal property provides a wealth of resources to government agencies looking to acquire a wide variety of property at affordable prices. Each year, re-purposing excess property saves taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars. GSA’s Office of Personal Property Management helps federal agencies dispose of and acquire such property. 
· Creating a Reconstitution Plan is an important step in every organization’s continuity planning. GSA can assist you in developing yours Reconstitution Plan, as well as implementing that Plan, should the situation arise. By working with GSA before an emergency hits, we can determine together what your needs will be for space, security, utilities, furniture and equipment. 
· You can learn more about Reconstitution Planning, the Personal Property Program, and other GSA programs by subscribing to the GSA Focus Newsletter at www.gsa.gov/focussubscribe to receive Focus electronically. 
· The GSA MarkeTips Booklet (Vol. 24, No. 3) on the information table has product and service solutions and articles commemorating the history of the Red Cross. 

DoD U.S. Navy 

Representative Tiffany Ronsonet, acting Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC) representative, reported the following for the US Navy:

· J.P. Beaudoin, previous NOSC, has resigned his position and Ms. Ronsonet is filling this position as the Acting – NOSC representative. The Navy will be advertising the position of NOSC-representative in the near future.
· In July 2011, the Navy conducted a PREP exercise on their Facility Response Plan (FRP); representatives from the USCG and VADEQ participated. We will continue working with both agencies on exercise and planning issues for the future.
· Oily Wastewater pipeline from NAVSTA to Craney had a release earlier this year and is undergoing repairs.
· The Navy has stepped up their effort to reduce spills by vessel while refueling at the piers. They have convened a spill workgroup and have engaged fleet forces command to review spill prevention issues and make recommendations to minimize discharges and releases while at berth.
· To reach Ms. Ronsonet, contact her via email at tiffany.ronsonet@navy.mil 
USACE

Representative Mickey Mulvenna reported:

· Ms. Mulvenna was assigned to be team leader for ESF-3 activation for both Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee. She was deployed to the FEMA Region III RRCC in Philadelphia. 
· There are new mission assignments being given to the Joint Field Office (JFO) in Harrisburg for debris removal and housing needs following the flooding events in Pennsylvania. 
· USACE Norfolk District also received several mission assignments following the Virginia Earthquake.
· The Baltimore District has been very busy responding to impacts and other issues following the passage of Tropical Storm Lee within the Susquehanna River Basin.
· For Hurricane Irene, the USACE Philadelphia District joined in Maritime Transportation System Recovery Unit (MTSRU) activities to assist in reestablishing communications in a structured manner for the rapid recovery of the port and to facilitate the reopening of the port.
· We experienced lots of floating debris in the Delaware River after the storms and flooding events in recent months. The USCG and USACE do not have debris mission assignments for these events and this is a limiting factor for keeping ports free of debris and affects safety – The Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee (DRBOSAC) after action report recommends the establishment of a permanent debris mission assignment (including resources, funding, people and equipment).
· Ms. Mulvenna will be retiring at the end of 2011. She will still be working for the Corps as a contractor. She really appreciates our RRT family. Dennis Carney (EPA) stated that on behalf of the Region III RRT, thank you for bringing your passion and doing work cooperatively with all the RRT agencies. 
USDA 

Representative Kurt Gernerd, US Forest Service, was not present. 

DOT / PHMSA 

Representative Tony Murray, PHMSA, was not present. 
DHS/PSA

Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland Protective Security Advisor (PSA) was not present.
DOE 

Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  

Representative Bob Brook was not present.

DOL/OSHA 

Representative Adam Hamrick, OSHA, was not present.
FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):

The following sections describe FOSC reports addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting: 

EPA Region III OSC Reports 

Representative Greg Ham for Richard Fetzer, EPA OSC, reported on the following:

· Rich Fetzer is taking over as lead EPA Chairperson for the Inland Area Committee.

· Greg Noll, Program Manager from PA Southcentral Terrorism Task Force presented information regarding the history and operation of the terrorism task for system in Pennsylvania. Mr. Noll emphasized that their task force covers more than just terrorism. He also emphasized the development of relationships in the task force that pay dividends during an incident. Unfortunately Guy Miller, Chairman of the NE PA Terrorism Task Force could not present due to flood response duties in his county. 
· Marjorie Easton, OSC out-posted in Wheeling, WV and the Sub-Area OSC for Southwestern PA and Wheeling WV Sub-Area presented the status of the current efforts in updating their Sub-Area plan. This sub-area involves three states and three (3) EPA regions and multiple USCG offices. Marjorie has gained valuable experience in developing the draft plan so far. These lessons and preliminary work will help with the update of the Region III Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP), particularly the work with geographic response planning. 

· Region III IACP - Rich Fetzer led discussions regarding the outline of the future update to the Region III IACP and presented Sub-Area plan guidelines for consideration. Based upon the Inland Area Committee's general agreement to the approach presented, a schedule to complete both the Region III IACP and all Sub-Area Plan updates (in draft as a minimum) by September 2012. The current information presented at the Inland Area Committee's meeting will be sent (with annotations from meeting notes) to the RRT email list. A schedule for accomplishing the updates will also be sent out. It is anticipated that the Inland Area Committee's meeting in January 2012 in Williamsburg, VA will include breakout working sessions which will be facilitated to review and develop further portions of the updated plans. Sub-Area maps are updated and provided and available for download (www.epaosc.net/RRT3). 

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

Representative CAPT Meredith Austin provided a complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary, the Sector participated in:
· Preparation and planning in advance of Hurricane Irene. 
· The MTSRU stood up and had meetings with port partners and conducted a quick assessment of the waterways and was able to reopen port quickly. The MTSRU is comprised of experts in maritime mobility, incident response and port operations who work to restore the commercial capacity of a waterway following a natural or manmade disruption.
· USCG was named the lead agency for Emergency Support Function (ESF) #9 - Search and Rescue following the passage of Hurricane Irene.
· ESF-10 – Oil and Hazardous Materials Response Annex – Sector Delaware Bay coordinated pre-planning for the response with the federal and states agencies in the region that we would all work cooperatively so that there would be no competition for resources for the response. With the passage of Hurricane Irene, we did not have significant response needs so the pre-planning didn’t come to fruition, but it was agreed within the region that we will reactivate this coordination in the future large scale responses.

· Participated in a mass rescue operation exercise from the Cape May / Lewis Ferry. 

· April the Sector conducted a combined PREP and Area Maritime Security Training and Exercise Program (AMSTEP) exercise.
· October 19, 2011, the Sector will hold its next Area Committee meeting.
Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee) 

Representative LCDR Jonathan Andrechik provided his complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary, the Sector participated in:
· Several incident responses and activities since the last RRT meeting:

· The leaching of oil from an old Chevron remediation site; approximately 500 gallons of oily water was released into the Patapsco River in Maryland.
· Anacostia River spill – the Sector stood up a Unified Command and concentrated on Hazard Communications. The Maryland Department of the Environment MDE determined that the reported spill was actually a rare algal bloom instead of hazmat or oil incident. This was a highly politically sensitive issue. 
· Virginia Earthquake – there was minor damage to several USCG buildings at the Sector, but nothing else reported
· Hurricane Irene – there were no identified damages to Sector assets; however, we had to reschedule the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday events and leave time. 

· Provided waterside security operations over Labor Day for the Baltimore Grand Prix. 
· Provided basic water security when the President called for a Joint Session of Congress on Saturday, September 8, 2011.
· Sector participated in and assisted with on water security for several 9/11 10-year anniversary events.
· Responded to 30 NRC activation events following the heavy rains and other hazards associated with the flooding of the Susquehanna River
· Our next Area Committee meeting will be held on October 25, 2011 on the USCG Sector Campus.
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 

Representative LT Jack Smith provided his complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary the Sector participated in the following:

· Hurricane Irene – conducted pre-storm planning preparations with exercises and outreach to stakeholders in their area. Pre-staged port safety teams to have them on scene and looking for pollution impacts immediately following the storm’s passage. Evaluated port waterways after event with local and state partners to check the waterways using side-scan sonar to reactivate the port.
· Participated in five (5) minor pollution cases and one (1) federal case with a vessel fire. The sector has been actively engaging with the media and high ranking officials to put them at ease. 
· LT Sivils presented on our Sector’s recent PREP exercise. We are looking forward to our full scale exercise in 2012.

· Working with Navy on Craney Island issues related to the Craney island expansion efforts.

· Shipbreaking facilities (sea solutions) working with the USCG, VADEQ and fire marshal for incidents that don’t fall directly under USCG authority. Looking for creative solutions with team to resolve the issue of abandoned vessels.
· James River Reserve Fleet has been downsized to a remaining 20 vessels. These remaining are still being assessed for scrapping and removal from the area.
· The next Sector Hampton Roads Area Committee Meeting is September 21 at the TSA building.
Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

Representative LT Thomas Pequignot reported the following:
· Nothing to report

MSU Huntington (Ohio Valley)

Representative CDR Chris Palmer from the MSU Huntington reported the following:

· Nothing to report in terms of spills – in general the MSU is seeing a general decline in the numbers of spills and quantities discharged.
· Hurricane Irene – The MSU had disaster teams pre-positioned within the area to support the response and recovery efforts along the River. This strategy proved effective.

MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

Representative CDR Richard Timme reported that the MSU participated in the following activities:

· Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee had little impacts in their area of response; 
· The MSU deployed their Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) to Boston for their impacts from Tropical Storm Lee and the resultant flooding.
· FRAC water or shale gas extraction water is big concern for Sector. The Fracing companies are moving the contaminated water on tank barges along our waterways.
· Hosted the NRCC for their Oil Spill Response Organization (OSRO) verification visits in the area. We had many good lessons learned during their visit. CDR Timme recommends that other Sectors host the OSRO Verification processes for the NRCC. 
· Working with Marjorie Easton on the Ohio River and Sub-Area plan updates. They are meeting monthly to update these plans. The next meeting September 28th at the EPA office in Wheeling, WV. Thanks to EPA for allowing the USCG participate in their planning and preparedness efforts.
Sector Ohio Valley 

Representative CAPT Larry Hewett from the Sector Ohio Valley reported the following.
· Encouraged by progress being made by the IACP and sub-area planning efforts and the extent of cooperation between the EPA, USCG, and our state partners. It is a very big effort to reach across these regions and he is impressed with the teamwork taking place in Region III.
Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee) 

Representative LCDR Ray Negron from Sector North Carolina reported that the Sector has been involved with the following:

· During Hurricane Irene the Sector was fortunate that there were very few impacts to the Sector from the storm; however, we did have a large number of our Aids to Navigation (ATON) buoys break loose from their moorings. This will be a long-term recovery operation to re-install the ATON buoys.
· The Sector will be hosting a PREP tabletop exercise on November 16. The exercise will involve a barge collision with Tank Vessel carrying No. 6 oil near the sea buoy. We are attempting to get other coastal counties and Moorehead City, NC involvement with the exercise.

· The next Area Committee meeting is scheduled for December 14, 2011.
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:

The Co-Chairs again thank everyone for attending the Region III RRT meetings this week. Thank you to all our speakers for their dynamic and interesting presentations. If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker for upcoming RRT Meetings, please contact RRT Coordinators, Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov). 
The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled for January 10-12, 2012 in Williamsburg, Virginia. Additional information will be provided as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized. Please continue to check the RRT III website’s Upcoming Meetings section at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 
Next RRT III Meetings for 2012 (tentative)
· January 10-12 – Williamsburg, VA at the Williamsburg Hospitality House.
· May 15-17 - Ocean City, MD 
· September 11-13 - State College, PA 
Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 

Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org. 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1140.
