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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, September 14, 2011
1530 - 1630
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:  Dennis Carney and Gerald Heston, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); CAPT Edward Gibbons and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Fifth District 
AGENDA:

· Workgroup Meeting Reports
· Proposed January 10-12, 2012 RRT III Training Schedule
· Delmarva Peninsula Concerns Update
· Wildlife Response Workgroup Chair

· Dispersants Seminar – Nature Conservancy
HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, September 14, 2011
· RRT III Meeting Schedule & Agenda, Thursday, September 15, 2011

· Proposed Project

MEETING NOTES:

CAPT Edward Gibbons and Mr. Dennis Carney and Dave Ormes welcomed everyone and opened the meeting and welcomed committee members. 
WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS:

Inland Area Contingency Planning Workgroup – Rich Fetzer, EPA OSC
· Greg Noll, Program Manager from PA Southcentral Terrorism Task Force presented information regarding the history and operation of the terrorism task for system in PA. Greg emphasized that their task force covers more than just terrorism. He also emphasized the development of relationships in the task force that pay dividends during an incident.
· Region III IAP – Rich Fetzer led discussions regarding the outline of the future update to the Region III IAP and presented Sub-Area plan guidelines for consideration. Based upon the IAC's general agreement to the approach presented, a schedule to complete both the Region III IAP and all Sub-Area Plans updates (in draft as a minimum) by September 2012. It is anticipated that the IAC meeting in January 2012 in Williamsburg, VA will include breakout working sessions which will be facilitated to review and develop further portions of the updated plans.
· We will need 4 or more hours at the January meeting for this effort.
Training Workgroup – Mr. Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
The Workgroup chair asked Debbie Scholz to categorize the list under the sections that each idea falls for the Training Workgroup Chair. We obtained a great list of new training topics for the next few years. This includes:
· Geographic Response Plan for Sector Hampton Roads – Anthony Gurgantic (GRP contractor) was going to do the GeoPDF update on the Sector Hampton Roads GRP. Mr. Gurgantic expressed willingness in attending the January 2012 meeting and providing an overview presentation on the Sector Hampton Roads AC GRP. 
· January 2012 Training Workgroup Agenda – By November, Linda Baines (USCG D5) will conduct a training group conference call with the Virginia RRT representatives and the workgroup chairs to determine and finalize the Training Workgroup agenda. 
· Shoreline Countermeasure Assessment Team (SCAT) Training – Frank Csulak will be addressing the numerous requests for additional SCAT training that he has received over the last year and half. Mr. Csulak will be stationed in New Orleans, LA for the ongoing Deepwater Horizon (DWH) response through the end of 2011, but he will be setting up SCAT training for each of the Sectors in Region III in spring 2012. Each class will have a maximum of 40 participants and will consist of a three-day training class with required field work. Mr. Csulak will notify the RRT when the dates are finalized for the training at each Sector. NOAA is in the process of revising the training curriculum and initially cut the SCAT training class from three days to two days, but it was determined that the participants were not fully trained when taking the 2-day class. 
· Mr. Carney responded that the EPA regions want to consolidate and get more depth within EPA in terms of SCAT. We are having trouble getting EPA personnel to commit to be SCAT members. Bottom line…an effective SCAT drives a good deal of the response…the better trained people are on the SCAT teams, the better the response will be. The SCAT trainers may want to think about having a riverine SCAT course for the inland areas and EPA OSCs. 
Mr. Fetzer (EPA) stated that it is valuable for EPA OSCs to have a complete understanding of the SCAT process and he recommends that the EPA OSCs participate in the SCAT training. The John Hines Wildlife Refuge Center training facility is available as a free training facility; however, there were no good wetlands there to use for the field work component of the training. One of the biggest issues with the SCAT training is the associated travel costs for the instructors and participants. The Biden Environmental Training Center at Cape Henlopen State Park is also a recommended site for the training.
· Additionally, NOAA has developed list of trained SCAT individuals. 
Wildlife Response Workgroup – Frank Csulak, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC). 
Welcome to Frank and thank you for taking on the Wildlife Response Workgroup chair position.
NRDA Workgroup – Mr. Ben Anderson (DNREC)

Nothing new to report. No meeting today.
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Mr. Kevin Boyd, EPA 

Nothing new to report. We are still waiting on the National Response Team (NRT) Science and Technology Group to provide their guidance on subsea dispersants use prior to updating our dispersant policies. Mr. Boyd has collected several revision comments provided by the membership but has delayed updating the existing RRT dispersant use policy. We are well past the deadline that EPA Headquarters gave to the RRTs for updating their dispersant policies.
Ed Levine (NOAA) provided that the subsea guidance from the NRT is coming out in about a month (October, 2011) but that guidance will not affect this RRT – it is focused on subsea dispersant injection for uncontrolled releases. That is not an issue in Region III. 
Mr. Carney (EPA) responded that NRT also has guidance that will be forthcoming on the need for better communications and information outreach with the public relative to dispersant applications. This RRT needs to make sure that we are very clear in our outreach and communication efforts about the dispersant use process; why we are using it, the dispersant efficiency and efficacy for the oil of concern, as well as the required monitoring protocols when dispersants are applied. We can probably make the requested changes to the RRT III’s dispersant policies with minimal effort. We also need to conduct an updated Section 7 and Essential Fish Habitat consultation with the trustee agencies. Mr. Carney recommended that we have a workgroup session strictly to review and address the comments on provided on the RRT III Dispersant Policy. 
Mr. Boyd will schedule a conference call with the RRT III state and federal trustees to review the comments provided to date and see if there is any reason to hold off any further on updating our regional dispersant policy. 
Information Management Workgroup – Mr. Catherine Mercogliana (FEMA) for Richard Polley (FEMA)

Nothing new to report. We had a presentation by Sector Hampton Roads on the new geographic response plan (GRP) that was developed for the Sector.
PROPOSED DELMARVA PENINSULA AREA COMMITTEE 
Sector Hampton Roads just finished their current Area Committee plan (ACP) updates. Once we get their final plan we can review it and see what response / strategy gaps exist. Mr. Ormes (USCG) was under the impression that there are new booming strategies in this updated plan that address potential spill scenarios all the way up to Ocean City, MD on the eastern shore. Sector Baltimore is in phase 2 of their ACP and GRP update. 
The sector has purchased boom vane to boom off Indian River Inlet and Bay and will coordinate with the local OSROs for an opportunity to deploy and work with it in a future equipment deployment exercise. Where will the boom vane be stored?  Ben Anderson (DE DNREC) said that Delaware has storage capabilities and he will discuss this possibility with Area Committee. Shawn Weimer of VA DEQ also stated that the Sector needed assistance for boom vane storage from the Commonwealth of Virginia, just contact him directly (shawn.weimer@deq.virginia.gov or 804-698-4307).
Mr. Ormes (USCG D5) said that the Coast Guard had purchased three trailers and filled them each with 4,500 feet of 6”/12” skirt foam filled boom as part of the VOSS systems. Leonard Rich will be working with the Sector to store the boom on the eastern shore as rapid assets. The USCG is moving more equipment into the area eastern shore. 
Ellen Malenfant (DE DNREC) stated that Delaware DNREC has money from state budget for preparedness needs. The purchase of the boom vane and ESI atlas needing updates will be further ammunition for this funding. What other additional funding is needed relative to the boom vane purchase?  Let Ms. Malenfant know what is still needed relative to boom vane; she can designate purchase orders to assist with this equipment that is being brought to the area. 
SECTOR DELAWARE BAY ESI MAPS UPDATED
Mr. Ormes discussed the update to the Delaware Bay (Pennsylvania, Delaware and Southern New Jersey) Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) maps for Sector Delaware Bay. The ESI update budget from USCG HQ was initially earmarked to update the Delaware Bay ESI maps in 2012, but the money is now going to update the ESI maps in Gulf of Mexico. The Delaware Bay ESI is one of the oldest around (1996) and needs to be updated. Mr. Ormes is still trying to get funding for this update in 2012. He will keep the Executive Committee updated on his progress.
DISPERSANTS WORKSHOP FOR EASTERN SHORE – NATURE CONSERVANCY
A proposal is still being developed to conduct a dispersant workshop sponsored by Nature Conservancy with funding by the American Petroleum Institute (API) having SEA Consulting facilitating the workshop. This would be an educational workshop as a follow-up the current regional planning and to provide additional education about dispersants. The dispersant workshop is currently scheduled to be held at the Marine Science Consortium in Wallops Island in the January / February 2012 timeframe. The agenda is still being finalized. Attendance will be by invitation only. 
Originally, SEA Consulting brought the concept of the workshop forward to the Region III RRT Co-Chairs for consideration. Dennis Carney (EPA) brought the proposal forward to the National Response Team (NRT), but the NRT did not consider that this was the proper role for the RRTs as the NRT/RRT agencies are currently working on these same issues at the headquarters level. The NRT did not have a problem with RRT agency participants attending the workshop, just not as a sponsor. This RRT has been working to establish a good working relationship with the Nature Conservancy. The RRT is seeing the rewards / benefits of reaching out to stakeholders who were formerly not involved – the workshop and our new relationship with the Nature Conservancy. A lot of activity has occurred as a result of this new relationship in the last year from that one RRT meeting where we brought forth the needs for additional assessment for response on the eastern shore of the Delmarva Peninsula. 
NEXT RRT III MEETING:

The next RRT meeting will be in Williamsburg, Virginia at the Hospitality House and is scheduled for January 10-12, 2012. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGju9GkA_DSXMMx7kFd_lcD__DLhw"http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFdkM5mMmXnc9gxuB3E3ZFemXKFeQ"http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

The meeting was adjourned at 1630.
