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WILDLIFE RESPONSE WORKGROUP MEETING

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
0800 - 0900
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – Wildlife Services Role and Involvement in Oil Spill Response – Kyle Van Why, Wildlife Disease Biologist, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS), US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
PRESENTATION – Wildlife Services Role and Involvement in Oil Spill Response – Kyle Van Why, Wildlife Disease Biologist, APHIS, USDA.

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on Wildlife Services, please contact Kyle VanWhy, Wildlife Disease Biologist, at kyle.r.vanwhy@aphis.usda.gov or call 717-236-9451 at PO Box 60827, Harrisburg, PA  17106.  
APHIS website: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/emergency_response/  
APHIS Emergency Preparedness and Response Fact Sheet: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/aphis_general/content/printable_version/fs_emerpre..pdf
Mr. VanWhy provided the membership with an overview of his office and the services that they can and have provided to an oil spill response. 

APHIS is the emergency response agency of USDA.  The Wildlife Services (WS) office is the federal program that addresses damage caused to and by wildlife to protect agriculture, human health and safety, natural resources, and property.  Response activities can include harassment and capture, using mechanical equipment, chemical deterrents, etc.  Wildlife Services is a non-regulatory agency; therefore, requires a request for assistance through State Director.  
As part of their regular work, WS have the resources necessary to address and capture nuisance and oiled wildlife (including mammals).  They use harassment to keep wildlife from oil spill affected areas – use visual (lasers, effigies), acoustic (pyrotechnics, sires), chemical (methyl anthranilate – grape flavoring irritant to birds), physical (dogs, remote controls, paintball), biological methods.  Capture techniques include using coda nets to capture wildlife.  WS can provide surveillance and documentation of oiled wildlife for evidence collection for the response and natural resource damage assessment.   WS work with state and federal law enforcement often. 

The National Wildlife Disease Program (NWDP) has Wildlife Disease Biologists (WDBs) that act as WS' first responders through NWDP's Surveillance and Emergency Response System (SERS).  Select Wildlife Services personnel are HAZWOPER certified.  
National Wildlife Research Center (NWRC) is a federal institution that is devoted to resolving problems caused by the interaction of wild animals and society.  They develop management methods. There are ten field offices, with HQ located in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  

Wildlife Services Contaminants Response Work Group’s goal is to create response request protocols, enhance relationship with USFWS, increase cross-training opportunities, and provide assistance to US Coast Guard and USFWS as requested.  If a WDB is requested at an oil spill, would they seek reimbursement?  Usually the WDB’s are requested through USCG or USFWS.  Jason Suckow, Wisconsin State Director (Chair) can better answer that. 

In the recent past, WS have been involved in:

· the Athos I incident on the Delaware River in November 2004 for capture and harassment (for more information on this incident go to http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/News_Stories/Athos/athos.htm); 

· the Bayou Perot well blowout in January 2007 in Louisiana for capture, harassment, and evidence collection (go to http://www.incidentnews.gov/incident/6153 for more information on this incident); and 

· the New Orleans Barge DM 932 incident on the Mississippi River in July 2008 for capture, harassment, and scouting (go to http://www.incidentnews.gov/incident/7861 for more information on this incident).   

New State Directors in RRT III area (as well as in many other WS offices):
	State
	State Director
	Wildlife Disease Biologist
	Phone No

	Pennsylvania
	Harris Glass 
	Kyle Van Why
	717-236-9451

	Virginia
	Scott Barras
	Marcus Gray
	804-739-7739

	West Virginia
	Chris Croson
	West Jerry Hill
	304-636-1785

	Maryland
	Kevin Sullivan
	Dan Emanueli
	410-349-8055


The meeting was adjourned at 0900.
NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Williamsburg, Virginia and is scheduled for January 12-14, 2010.  The May 2010 meeting will be held in Ocean City, Maryland.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.

