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SPILL RESPONSE COUNTERMEASURES WORKGROUP

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
1300 - 1420
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

AGENDA:
· Introduction and welcome

· Presentation – Emergency Planning and Release Reporting Overview– Michelle Price-Fay, EPA
· Presentation – Liberty RadEx National RDD Exercise – Kevin Boyd for Bill Steuteville, EPA
HANDOUTS:

· Oil & Prevention Branch Outreach Presentation Evaluation Survey

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Kevin Boyd welcomed the participants and introduced Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC).  Mr. Levine discussed the newly formed Clean Atlantic Conference (www.cleanatlantic.org), which is currently accepting abstracts for possible presentations through October 4th, 2009.  Please consider participating in this new conference.

Debbie Scholz (SEA, Inc. – START contractor) provided an update on the Selection Guide for Oil Spill Response Countermeasures and the status of the electronic on-line version of the Guide is due out in February 2010.  The Guide only addresses response technologies that are on the National Product Schedule as defined in 40 CFR Part 300.900.  Fact Sheets of information removed from the previous version of the Selection Guide are being developed for Regions III and IV and will be provided for this workgroup’s review, comment and adoption in future meetings. 

PRESENTATION – Emergency Planning and Release Reporting Overview – The EPCRA Program in Region III – Michelle Price-Fay, EPA

These presentations are provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team (RRT) Region 3 website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the EPCRA program, please contact the Ms. Price-Fay at price-fay.michelle@epa.gov  or 215-814-3397.  

Ms. Price-Fay provided the membership with an overview of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA) [42 USC 11001 et seq.].   The EPCRA Program is within the Oil and Prevention Branch in Region III  (http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/epcra/index.htm).    
EPCRA requires (1) the States to set up a States Emergency Response Commission (SERC) and Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs); (2) emergency planning efforts (plans, resources, and provisions); and (3) facility involvement and requirements for notification and reporting.  The goal of EPCRA is to make information publicly available.  The SERC formulates guidelines, while the LEPC develops and maintains the local emergency plan.  LEPCs can include many parties; elected officials, law enforcement, etc. 

What does EPCRA cover? Facilities, Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) (listed alphabetically or by CAS number), threshold planning quantities (TPQ), etc.  For example, if a facility stores over 500 lbs of ammonia, the facility has to make notifications, identify emergency contact at facility, make notification of releases if the release is above the reportable quantity, etc. 
Oil storage facilities are required to complete Tier II reporting too (Oil Pollution Act [OPA]).  Other agencies are involved as well (Department of Labor [OSHA] for personnel safety, Department of Transportation [DOT] for shipping papers, Department of Homeland Security for critical infrastructure).  EPCRA aims to improve community awareness as part of the planning efforts.  EPCRA also wants to build information databases (chemical storage information can be used for many uses; i.e., hurricane response).  

Ms. Price-Fay also provided the membership with information on the various notification responsibilities under EPCRA, including initial notifications, follow-up reporting, and written follow-up. Basic information necessary for EPCRA reporting can be found in the EPA “List of Lists: Consolidated List of Chemicals Subject to the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to- Know Act (EPCRA) and Section 112® of The Clean Air Act” document that is available from http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/lol.nsf/homepage where you can download or utilize the online List of Lists Database.  Please note that all information for Threshold Planning Quantities (TPQ) or Reportable Quantities (RQs) are required to be reported in pounds; conversion from other units must be made when reporting.  
PRESENTATION – Liberty RadEx National RDD Exercise – Bill Steuteville, EPA

Mr. Steuteville was unable to attend; Kevin Boyd (EPA) provided this update on the status of the planning for National Tier II Exercise that will be held in April 2010 in Philadelphia.  Liberty RadEx focuses on the post-emergency, mitigation and cleanup, Optimization, and community recovery aspect of a radiological incident.  Contact Bill Steuteville (Steuteville.william@epa.gov) or Kevin Boyd (boyd.kevin@epa.gov) for more information. 

This meeting was adjourned at 1420. 

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Williamsburg, Virginia and is scheduled for January 12-14, 2010.  The May 2010 meeting will be held in Ocean City, Maryland.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  
