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REGION 3 STANDING RRT MEETING

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Thursday, September 17, 2009
0830 to 1140
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS:  Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 3, Mr. Gerald Heston, EPA Region 3, CAPT Michael Andres, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and Mr. David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5
AGENDA:
· Convene, Introductions, and Co-Chairs Opening Remarks

· Welcome to Pennsylvania  – Mr. Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) 
· Introduce RADM Wayne E. Justice – CAPT Michael Andres
· Local Emergency Response Management System – Chief Ken Kime, Gettysburg Fire Department
· RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG
· PRESENTATIONS
· Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC) Aerial Dispersant Program Update – Captain Ian Walker, MSRC

· National Park Service (NPS) Spill Response Program – Mr. Dave Anderson, Department of Interior (DOI) - NPS

· Liberty RadEx – Mr. Bill Steuteville, EPA

· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Virginia

· Maryland

· Delaware

· Pennsylvania

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
· Health and Human Services (HHS) – Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR)
· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region 3 On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA Reports

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· Sector Ohio Valley

· Sector North Carolina (Coastal NC Area Committee)
· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and Agenda – Thursday, May 14, 2009

· Written Statement of Albert D. Venosa Ph.D.- Hearing on Oil Spill Research and Development

· RRT III Meeting Report from Pennsylvania

· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report

· Sector Baltimore FOSC Report

· Sector Hampton Roads FOSC Report

· Ethanol and Biodiesel Training Materials for First Responders

· USEPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention & Hazmat Spill Conference Brochure

· Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletter – GSA

· GSA Market Tips, Volume 22 NO. 4, July/August 2009

MEETING NOTES

The RRT co-chairs, Dennis Carney (EPA), Gerry Heston (EPA), and CAPT Michael Andres, Dave Ormes (D5), USCG made opening remarks.  Mr. Carney thanked everyone for the organization, the great workshops and training sessions this week.  Mr. Carney thanked particularly the panel for the biofuels training session.  The biofuels training highlighted the fact that there is a lot more to learn, and the RRT has a lot of preparation to do to train for and prepare for potential biofuels/ethanol spill incidents. 
Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.
WELCOME TO PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr. Kerry Leib welcomed all participants and thanked everyone for coming to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Leib encouraged participants to take some time to visit the Gettysburg National Military Park while in town.  http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm
Mr. Leib reiterated that Marcellus Shale issues are still prevalent in Pennsylvania.  More information: http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/new_forms/marcellus/marcellus.htm.   

PRESENTATION – Introduce RADM Wayne E. Justice, Commander Fifth Coast Guard.
CAPT Andres introduced his supervisor, RADM Wayne Justice to the membership.  CAPT Andres provided a brief summary of RADM Justice’s most recent positions in USCG, which include positions at USCG HQ in Washington D.C.; Deputy Commandant of Capabilities for Operational Personnel; Director of Policy for Incident Management for USCG missions; and working at White House as a Military Aid for the President.  RADM Justice was a USCG Cutterman.

RADM Justice thanked the membership for welcoming him, and expressed his appreciation for the membership for their preparedness efforts.  In light of the recent USCG exercise mishap on the Potomac on September 11, 2009, responders need to be pushed outside of daily routines and remember to be continually challenged in routine and non-routine efforts.

PRESENTATION – Local Emergency Response Management System – Ken Kime, Gettysburg Fire Chief.

Chief Ken Kime provided the membership with an overview of the local emergency response community within Adams County, Pennsylvania.  Locally, agriculture and tourism are a large part of the economy of Adams County.  Adams County is 55 square miles in area, with four Fire Departments.  Adams County does have Tier II reporting facilities, including fuel oil storage facilities, high pressure gas pipelines, and agricultural products storage facilities.  Many facilities have on-site response teams.  The County is a through-way for many hazardous materials (via US-15 and US-30).  Local responders usually deal with hydrocarbon spills.  A facility near the Emergency Management Agency (EMA) building manufactures biodiesel with on-site storage. Local entrepreneurs collect spent cooking oil from restaurants and use the oil for biodiesel manufacturing.  Adams County has a mutual aid agreement with the Cumberland County Special Hazards Operations Team (SHOT).  

Gettysburg Fire Department is a 200 years old, volunteer organization.  The Department receives approximately 700 fire/rescue calls and 2,100 Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) calls per year.  In 1979, the largest truck transport incident with phosphorus occurred near Gettysburg; the fire burned for four days.  The incident response teams used a lot of water to combat the fire; the runoff became an issue when it entered the groundwater.  Most of the population in the area is on potable well water. Groundwater contamination is a very significant issue for the area. 
RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked participants of the meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  The presentations and training opportunities this week were very informative. Thank you to Catherine Pomerantz and Merril Sollenberger, FEMA, for arranging a tour of the FEMA training institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  
Ms. Baines addressed the following news items and issues:  
· RRT Region I – Ron Catudal, new RRT Coordinator (Ronald.j.Catudal@uscg.mil). 

· RRT Region II Meeting – October 28-29, 2009 in Tinton Falls, New Jersey
· RRT Region III – January 12-14, 2010 in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Hotel TBD.  More information will be coming in future months from Linda Baines, or check the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/ for updates
· RRT Region V – October 20-21, 2009 in Minneapolis, Minnesota
· NRT-RRT Co-chairs Meeting – April 12-16, 2010 in Phoenix, Arizona

· EPA’s Emergency Preparedness and Prevention & HAZMAT Spills Conference, November 15-18, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency & Sheraton Inner Harbor, in Baltimore, Maryland.  www.2009conference.org or 800-364-7974.
· Clean Atlantic – May 18-19, 2010 in Baltimore, Maryland.  http://www.cleanatlantic.org/  

· Clean Gulf Conference – November 17-19, 2009 - New Orleans, Louisiana. http://www.cleangulf.org/ 

· Topics or suggestions for training or presentations – contact Linda Marzulli (marzulli.linda@epa.gov) or Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil).
PRESENTATIONS

The following presentations were given at the Standing RRT meeting in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on September 17, 2009:
MSRC Dispersant Program Update – Captain Ian Walker, MSRC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region 3 website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information, please contact Captain Walker at 440-933-4669 or via email at walkerid@msrc.org.  Regulations are coming out in February 2011 relative to the dispersants application.

Captain Walker is the Mid-Continent Coordinator MSRC Dispersant Program.  Captain Walker provided the membership with an overview of MSRCs aerial dispersant capabilities and the resources that they can bring to a response for their customers.  Small and large aircraft (King Air and the C-130s), and responder class Oil Spill Response Vessels (OSRVs) are equipped with vessel spray systems.  Spray equipment is custom-built for each aircraft.  The C-130 can carry up to 3,250 gallons of dispersant and the King Air, which also functions as a spotter aircraft, can carry up to 425 gallons of dispersant.  The aircraft are based in Stennis, Mississippi and Phoenix, Arizona.  Personnel are trained in coordination and management.  The dispersants can be applied at a rate of 1 to 10 gallons per acres from the aircrafts.  

Dispersants are stockpiled across the US.  The stockpiles are regularly tested for effectiveness.  Region III’s stockpiles are located in Chesapeake City, Maryland.  
National Park Service Spill Response Program – Mr. Dave Anderson, DOI NPS
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information, please contact Dave Anderson at D_L_Anderson@nps.gov or 970-225-3539 (office) or 240-205-3203 (cell).  

Mr. Anderson is the NPS’s spill coordinator for incidents on NPS properties.  He provided a summary of his role within the NPS for spill response relative to the Regional Response Team, including notifications and coordination.  Park Superintendants can have many roles – responder, trustee, and regulator.  Internal notifications of oil and hazmat spills get reported to the Washington Office (WASO) through the NPS Emergency Incident Coordination Center (EICC) through Shenandoah National Park Dispatch.  
Two pilot National Parks Service Annexes to the Area Contingency Plans have been developed to more closely align the NPS response with the RRT and local response needs.  The NPS Annex identifies NPS authorities and management policies, builds on NOAA’s Environmental Sensitivity Index, provides inventory of NPS assets and capabilities, and introduces NPS to the response community.  The ultimate goal is to include a NPS Annex for the Inland Areas.
A workshop for the NRT/Caribbean RRT (CRRT) on Dispersal Use was conducted in September 2008.  Participants included NPS, NOAA, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands.  The workshop participants developed 15 recommendations that are being developed into the NPS Dispersant Application Monitoring Plan for dispersant applications in areas with sea grasses and corals.  

Mr. Anderson provided an overview of the NPS Incident Management Program (IMP) services and capabilities.  The IMP includes three regional teams for natural disasters and planned events.  The DOI Office of Emergency Management adopted the NPS Program, and is securing their Resource Ordering and Status System (ROSS) capabilities for more effective resource management.  The IMP will lead land search and rescue under ESF-9.  Emergency Operations Plans require specifics of each park, use risk and assessment. The NPS All Hazards Resource Advisor (READ)’s primary function at each NPS resource is to assist Incident Management Teams.  The NPS fits into the Liaison and/or Environmental Unit of the Incident Command Structure (ICS), especially during a large spill.  
Regarding Public Health decisions (i.e., Fort Reno arsenic incident), the idea of developing an MOU between the NPS and public health agencies was raised.  Is an MOU in development?  Local outreach is probably the best way to make connections to NPS.   
Liberty RadEx – Mr. Bill Steuteville, Homeland Security Coordinator, EPA R3.
For additional information, please contact Mr. Steuteville at Steuteville.william@epa.gov or 215-814-3264.  

Mr. Steuteville provided the membership with an overview of the general components of the Liberty RadEx National Tier II Radiological Dispersal Device (RDD) exercise to be held the week of April 26, 2010 in Philadelphia, PA.  The scope of the exercise now includes 19 federal agencies, several states, and other organizations.  This update is not available on the RRT3 website as the exercise is in the planning stages.

Executive Committee Meeting – Mr. Dennis Carney, EPA
The RRT Executive Committee met Wednesday, September 16, 2009.  
Based on issues raised at that meeting, the Executive Committee will be forwarding a request to the NRT regarding several topics:  the prevention of the use of the Maritime Security and Transportation Act (MSTA) Security Sensitive Information (SSI) requirements to forestall state and local regulatory actions and the provision of clarifying guidance on who has access to SSI.  

Secondly, the Selection Guide for Oil Spill Response has been updated and revised.  The recommendation of this committee is to build training programs into our future meetings and to provide brief-outs on the content of the various countermeasures on the National Product Schedule.  It was recommended that we provide the membership with exposure to the products in the various response categories in the Selection Guide through a panel session with vendors and provide benefits and situations where products are applicable.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS
Virginia
· Gregory Britt of the Virginia Department of Emergency Management Agency (DEM) reported the following:
· Green County (North of Charlottesville) – Explosive devices were reported to be located at a private citizen’s home.  The family found explosive devices, called the State Police, DEM also was notified.  Aberdeen responded.  The devices were probably inert, a non-event.
· Wythe County – Pound River spill – a tanker truck overturned, releasing 7,400 gallons of diesel fuel.  River booms were used and worked well.  Recovered 8,000 gallons of diesel and emulsified oils (higher volume because some of the diesel emulsified). 

· Frieda Marie – 77-foot shrimp boat leaked, USCG patched the boat, but then the hull cracked.  The operators beached the Frieda Marie off of the Eastern Shore, where it currently remains.  To date, the responders have removed 10k gallons.   
· Sean Weimer, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), reported the following:

· Oct 28, 2009 – Western Refining Inc. in Yorktown, will be conducting an industry-lead National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP) Exercise.  Involves most probable discharge into the York River.  Participants include locals, counties, federal agencies (USCG, USFWS, NOAA, Navy).  State agency participants include DEM, DEQ, DOH. Also the Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences (VIMS) is participating.  Monday and Tuesday will be pre-exercise discussions/training, Wednesday the exercise will be conducted, then a hot wash will be conducted on Thursday.

Maryland

· Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), was not present. 
Delaware 
· Ellen Malenfant, Delaware Department of Natural Resources (DNREC), reported the following:
· DNREC reported a 7% decrease in number of responses. 
· Transportation incidents on land are most common.  One of note:  dimethyl-vinyl chlorosilane (toxic, flammable hazmat) tanker truck overturned.  Responders were able to re-right the tanker with no release. 

· New buried drum site discovered, located behind an old mall. The site dates back to the early 1970s. DNREC has uncovered 58 drums that they are now sampling.  The site developer is paying for the cleanup efforts.  

· Marine research and response training was conducted in August 2009 with USCG and Sunoco, and included helicopter hoist training. 

· Ben Anderson, DNREC reported the following:
· DNREC participated in a Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team (SCAT) training course, conducted in New Jersey in August 2009.  Training course participants included EPA, NJDEP, and USFWS personnel. 

Pennsylvania – Kerry Leib, PADEP.  

· Kerry Leib, PADEP reported the following:
· Nothing new to report, numbers of incidents are less than previous years, possibly due to the slow economy.
· Natural gas drilling in Marcellus Shale formation continues.  Approximately 1M gallons of oil are required to frac a well because wells are so deep in this area.  The local streams are small, so there is strong competition for water in the area.  Water pollution (FRAC fluids) testing is underway, including testing for radio-nuclides http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/new_forms/marcellus/marcellus.htm
· The G20 Summit is scheduled to be held in Pittsburgh next week.  Responders have prepared an extensive contingency plan.  Protesters are expected to be present. 
West Virginia 
· Mike Dorsey, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP)

· New legislation was passed, requiring notification within 15 minutes by certain regulated facilities.  The list of applicable facilities is to be developed by WV DEP Emergency Management services. The list will be released soon (300 facilities so far).  
· In chemical plants, there has been an upswing of small releases (result of slowing economy) due to worker cut-backs, required to work more hours, etc. 
· Marcellus shale – WV DEP is addressing natural gas drilling in Marcellus Shale.  Studies are ongoing regarding radio-nucleides in the water column.  Approximately 12 measurements have been conducted so far; all been consistent (range: 0.10-0.15 milliRem per hour).  
District of Columbia – Not present. 
AGENCY REPORTS
The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

· Frank Csulak, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC) for MD and VA, reported the following:
· Frieda Marie grounding:  78-ft F/V Frieda Marie ran aground near Chincoteague Inlet, Virginia, on August 5, 2009.  Approximately 10,000 gallons of diesel fuel were lightered prior to re-floating the vessel.  NOAA provided trajectory modeling and resources at risk info.
· Jet fuel spilled when a Navy jet lost a fuel tank.  Approximately 200 gallons of jet fuel were released into the surf zone off Surf City, New Jersey.  NOAA provided trajectory modeling and resources at risk info.

· Upcoming meetings/training/exercises:

· NOAA Science of Spills (SOS) Class – November 3-5, 2009 in Seattle, Washington.  
· Participating in the industry-led PREP exercise with Western Refining Inc., October 28, 2009, in Yorktown, Virginia.  
· EPA Hazmat Conference, November 15-18, 2009, in Baltimore, Maryland – NOAA will have CAMEO training session.
· Spill of National Significance (SONS) exercise – March 2010 in Portland, Maine.  Steve Lehman is the NOAA representative on the planning committee. (Steve.Lehmann@noaa.gov).
· Updating North Carolina Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI), overflights are taking place.  The NC ESI should be finalized by December 2010.

· MS On-scene Coordinator Crisis Management course (Course # 201481) - available for USCG – October 19-29, 2009, and November 30 – December 10, 2009. NOAA is instructing.  Contact Larry Brooks (USCG) for more information. 

· North Carolina has Area Committee meeting December 8, 2009, in Nags Head, North Carolina. 

· NOAA has expanded the Computer-Aided Management of Emergency Operations (CAMEO) database program. Available online at:  (http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/cameo/index.htm).  The updated program has more than 30,000 chemicals and contains information on reactivity of mixing including chemical mixing with water.  MARPLOT now interfaces with Google Maps. 
· Draft Ethanol guidance is out from the NRT Science and Technology Committee.  Copies of this guidance are available from www.nrt.org.  Please provide any comments to Frank Csulak (frank.csulak@noaa.gov) or Steve Lehmann (Steve.Lehmann@noaa.gov).

· Ed Levine, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC) for Delaware, reported the following:
· Response:  Sandy Hook chlorine release from a sewage treatment plant.  Both evacuation and shelter-in-place were initiated.  A USCG station, Earle Weapons Station, and National Parks Service seashore were reported as within the plume.  Release was misreported; actually a chlorine dioxide release that did not leave the facility (no plume).  There was difficulty in evacuating the local population while trying to get the responders into the area due to the single ingress/egress road for the area. 

· Working with Panama Canal authorities.  Panama has adopted the Incident Command System as its national response management system.  They are looking to initiate a national emergency response system; currently all responses are at the local level.
· National Weather Service (NWS) is conducting a planning meeting for the Washington D.C.-to-Boston Northeast corridor.  NWS and NOAA are discussing heavy weather.  How does NWS fit into national responses?  
· Upcoming meetings/training/exercises:

· Salvage Conference in Washington D.C. – NOAA is working with the National Salvage Association to be proactive on pumping out and removing offshore wrecks before they release oils. Hundreds of vessels are potential salvage sites.  NOAA will be partners in the salvage operations because the potential for a spill is increased during salvage operations.

· SCAT Training at Ohmsett facility in Leonardo, New Jersey with National Strike Force (NSF), included updating the SMART fluorometry meter – converting from analog to digital.  These new monitors are easier for the NST to deploy.
· Science of Oil Spills training in September at Sandy Hook, New Jersey for NSF.  Coordinated training for responders.
· Working with Korea Coast Guard, conducting training and in-water training at the Ohmsett training facility in Leonardo, New Jersey at the end of October, 2009.  RRT members are invited to visit the facility’s test tank and demonstration. 

· Working with Port of Philadelphia, USCG Sector Delaware Bay.
· Clean Atlantic Conference – May 18-19, 2010 in Baltimore, Maryland.  The first planning meeting will be held in October – call out for abstracts and papers.
DOI 

· Mike Chezik, DOI Region III, reported the following:   
· Frieda Marie – the fishing vessel grounding impacted Assateague Island National Seashore and Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge.  The USCG eliminated the pollution hazard by removing approximately 10,000 gallons of diesel fuel.  The vessel remains grounded in DOI trust resources.  The vessel owner wants to turn over ownership, but money is an issue.  NOTE:  Dennis Carney (EPA) requested that this event was one that should have involved the standing up of the RRT to help with the response. 
· Biofuel Response Incident – June 19, 2009 – C&N train derailment in Rockford, Illinois.  Approximately 70,000 gallons of ethanol was released to the Rock River.  A major fish kill occurred down river, and white pelicans were found dead.  The initial indication was that the release was pure ethanol.  The Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) was not available because there was no petroleum.  EPA and USFWS, and others worked on responding to the ethanol spill, then learned there was 5% gasoline constituent, which qualified the spill for a federal project number (FPN) from the National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC).  US FWS is conducting a tissue sampling to determine the cause of the fish kill (likely oxygen deficiency).  During the upcoming RRT Region V meeting, the EPA OSC and FWS representative will co-present a case study. 

ATSDR 

· Lora Werner, ATSDR Regional Representative, reported the following:
· H1N1 (Swine Flu) Update:  US case count stands at 1,380 hospitalizations and nearly 200 deaths.  Twenty-four states are reporting outbreaks, cases are also reported in Guam and Puerto Rico.  An increase of cases can be correlated to students returning to school.  In Region III:  Maryland is reporting widespread outbreaks, Pennsylvania and Virginia have many cases, West Virginia and Delaware have sporadic cases.  
· High risks to those with pre-existing conditions, children under 5, and adults over 65 years old.  The infectious period is shorter than originally thought, but to be safe, remain quarantined for 24-hrs after fever breaks.
· H1N1 vaccines will be available mid-October.  Seasonal flu shots will not prevent Swine flu.  CDC updates are available on www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/.
· ATSDR responded to eight time-critical responses in FY09.

· ATSDR is working with the Liberty RadEx planning efforts.

FEMA

· Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA Region III, reported the following:
· FEMA is heavily involved in the G20 Summit in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
· FEMA is working with the Liberty RadEx planning efforts.

· Exercises:

· Bioterrorism exercise at St. Joe’s
· Pittsburgh COOP exercise and training
· Baltimore COOP training

· Law Enforcement partnership – conducted a table top exercise in Philadelphia, and will have another exercise in Baltimore.

· All hazards gap analysis (started as hurricane), looking/planning for H1N1 - what resources are available?  what resources are needed?

· Building relationships on public and private sectors.
· Acronyms Book – the FEMA Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Terms (FAAT) Book has a new name:  Abbreviations, Acronyms and Terms (AAT) book. The latest version is dated July 2009 and is available for download from http://www.fema.gov/plan/prepare/faat.shtm. 
GSA 

· Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Mid-Atlantic representative, reported the following:
· GSA is working with the Liberty RadEx planning efforts.

· GSA is supporting the G20 Summit in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

· GSA provided support for office and warehouse space after the flooding disaster in West Virginia.  Also leasing land for mobile homes.  

· GSA is providing training with FEMA on resources and vehicles for disaster recovery and personal property.  

· The GSA Office of Emergency Management partnered with the Regional FEMA office to provide training to officials of the Maryland Emergency Management Agency and the Maryland Department of General Services Procurement and Logistics Division Staff.  This collaborative effort focused on enhancing state and local government capabilities to help them prepare for a disaster by having the right resources and acquisition vehicles in place to be self-sufficient.  We presented an overview of GSA, followed by the benefits of using GSA Schedules and information on Cooperative Purchasing, Disaster Recovery, and GSA Excess programs.  A hands-on training for e-Library and GSA Advantage systems was provided.  This was an excellent opportunity to show the Federal Government's commitment to support our state and local partners.  

· GSA coordinated a leasing efforts in support of FEMA Disaster 1838-WV.  The GSA Public Buildings Service (PBS) closed out the Joint Field Office in Charleston, WV, closed out warehouse space in Lyburn, WV, and leased new space in Logan, WV  25601.  The new lease is for 3039 square feet commencing on August 27, 2009, continuing through August 28, 2011.

· GSA awarded a Supplemental Lease Agreement for 6,208 rentable square feet (RSF) of additional space for the U.S. Secret Service in support of their efforts on the G20 summit in Pittsburgh, PA.  The expansion is at the same location as their current Pittsburgh office.  The expansion space will be for the term beginning on August 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009.

· The GSA Region 3 Personal Property Center (PPC) continues it support of various State Agencies for Surplus Property with its most recent donations of excess furniture, supplies and equipment.  These items will be used at State Police offices, schools, senior citizen homes, prisons, hospitals, daycare centers and other state-run organizations.  The total acquisition value of these transfers was over $924,400.

· The GSA Region 3 PPC completed a variety of transfers to various agencies.  Most recently, several branches of the Military received a total of 1,448 pieces of excess furniture and 162 items of excess equipment.  The total acquisition value of these transfers exceeded $780,000.  Also various transfers of excess property items was approved and included computer equipment, radios, research lab equipment, office furniture, utility vehicles, and Airborne Sampling Analysis equipment.  These transfers resulted in a cost avoidance of over $667,000.

· GSA Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletters have tips for Greening Your Office and information on projects GSA will reinvest in our public buildings as a result of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The GSA Market Tips has new product highlights, informational seminars including GSA’s Personal Property, Fleet Management, and Travel and Transportation programs.

DoD U.S. Navy 

· Bill McGowan, Navy representative, reported the following:
· Several small incidents (~1,000 gal) at NAVSTA Norfolk and a reportable quantity event in Oceana involving sodium nitrite in water runoff, and an incident at Dam Neck in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  Mr. McGowan met with VA DEQ regarding the runoff to address these events and ensure preventative measures for future incidents.
· Naval Air Station Oceana – problems with the new geothermal heating system.  The system uses sodium nitrite (small concentrations – 500ppm), mixed with water.  The system’s releases were over the reportable quantity in May and August, 2009.  In August, 1,200 pounds sodium nitrite were released.  Navy is meeting with VA DEQ to discuss preventative measures. 

· Spills in August – 200 gallon and 300 gallon spill at NAVSTA Norfolk.  Responders were immediately able to contain and recover the spills with booms and skimmers. 

· The Navy Regional Oil Spill Working Group met;  there was great participation from Port Operations, Fleet Forces Command, and Commander Naval Installations.  Looked at root causes of spills, discussed outreach and education and looked at prevention of future incidents. 
· Upcoming:

· Spill Exercise at the Naval Weapons Station Earle’s Ohmsett facility.  Worst case discharge simulation will be conducted in September. 

· October 22, 2009 – Naval Air Base Little Creek is conducting an annual Facility Response Plan exercise.

USACE 
· Representative Bob Eckhardt for Micky Mulvenna

· The USACE will participate in the ESF-10 Watchstanders Training

· Region III office will be participating in a contaminated debris, waste water project.

· Ms. Mulvenna is a non-voting member of the Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee and is sitting on several subcommittees

· USACE is participating in the Sector Delaware Bay Security and Port Recovery workshop

· ACE will be the ESF-3 Team Leader for Liberty RadEx and will be working on ESF/JFO Workgroup

USDA 

· Representative Kurt Gernerd was not present. 

DOT / PHMSA 

· Representative Tony Murray not present.
DHS/PSA  

· Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland PSA, not present.
DOE 

· Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  
· Representative Bob Brook was not present. 
DOL/OSHA 

· Representative Matthew Dahms was not present.
DHHS / ASPR

· Representative Nick DeJesse was not present.
FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):
The following sections describe FOSC reports were addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting. 
Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) 

· Representative LCDR Patti Mitrowski reported the following:

· The Baltimore Area Committee held its meeting – next AC meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2010.

· The sector has responded to 41 responses, two of which were federalized.

· Had a 60 percent command cadre turnover; CDR Mark O’Malley reported aboard in May 2009.
Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

· Representative CAPT Todd Gatlin reported the following: 
· New Commanding Officer is Captain Meredith Austin

· Working to continue outreach efforts between units and locals particularly relative to coordination with vessels and sinking fishing boats.  

· The M/V Jill Jacob – ran aground and lost steering before the Delaware Bridge – ran aground in soft mud.  Response was great by USCG, Fire Department, and Police Department response vessels.  No fuel or cargo was released; no injuries reported.
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 
· Representative Jack  reported on the following issues:

· F/V Frieda Marie – this response resulted in a good partnership between federal, state and locals responders.  One concern of note, during this response, the boom used had a non-compatible connection to the Chincoteague trailer.  Need to standardize and replace boom in other trailers (so that boom connections are standard across the District). 

· Reinstituted Government Unannounced Exercises (GUE) this year (hiatus since 2005); one per quarter will be conducted now. 

· Western Refining will host an industry-led area PREP exercise October 2009 in Yorktown, Virginia. 

Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee) 
· Representative LCDR Raymond Negron reported on the following issues:

· The Area Committee Meeting will be held December 8, 2009, in Nags Head, North Carolina.

· Forecasting products are being developed that will predict weather info up to 20 nautical miles from shore.

· A site inspection on the Cape Fear River was recently conducted to investigate fly ash contamination.

· Incidents: 

· July 4, 2009 – North Carolina transportation ferry terminal – an incident occurred while fireworks on a truck were being offloaded from the ferry.  The MARSEC level was raised to Level 3 for the port and ferry services suspended.  Good coordination among Fed and State responders.  No injuries to ferry personnel, or damage to facility occurred, although four of the fireworks crew died from injuries due to the explosion.

· August 27, 2009 – a JP-5 release occurred when a Navy helicopter that dropped a 9,000 lb. fuel tank with approximately 200 gallons of fuel on board in the water near Surf City, North Carolina.  The Marines lead response.  Salvage was delayed due to weather, but eventually, the tank was removed from waterway. 

Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

· Representative was not present.
MSU Huntington (Ohio Valley)
· Representative CAPT Hung Nguyen reported the following:

· There has been a reduction of marine casualties the area, due to preparedness and response improvements.  There has been a reduction in the number of marine casualties – 25-40% reduction in events; pollution events – prevented about 99.8% potential reduction with only 5,000 gallons actually released.  This is in large part due to good coordination between federal and state partners.

· CDR Chris Palmer is the new CO for MSU Huntington with the change of command on July 29, 2009.  CDR Palmer relieved CDR Kevin Kiefer.

· Preparedness Improvement – working with Region 4 on finalizing the Ohio River Umbrella Plan.  Looking to put together a South Missouri River Committee to compliment this effort.

· Assisting EPA Region 4 with the Kingston Fly Ash Spill (December 2008 spill of 5.4 million cubic yards of fly ash that entered the Clinch River).  EPA is lead for recovery.  The USCG helping with waterway closures, and Gulf Strike Team is helping with sampling. 
MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)
· CDR Richard Timme relieved CDR Steve Wischmann in June 2009.  CDR Wischmann will be transferring to Sector Buffalo. 

· G20 Summit Participation:
· The Atlantic Strike Team will be participating, in place with hazmat and consequence management for the event. 

· Protesters threatened bio/medical waste; decon lines will be setup.

· Thank you to FEMA (Catherine Pomerantz) for pre-event National Response Framework (NRF) training.

· FEMA National Exercise Division is sponsoring a tabletop exercise to get committee ready for the event. 
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:
Thank you all for attending this week.  If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker for upcoming RRT Meetings, please contact Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov).  The next Region III RRT meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 12-14, 2009, in Williamsburg, Virginia and we will get additional information to you as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized.  Hope to see you all there.

Meeting Schedule for 2010:
· January 12-14, 2010 – Williamsburg, Virginia
· May 11-13, 2010 – Ocean City, Maryland
· September 14-16, 2010 – Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org 

RCP homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org 

FEMA NRF website:       http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1140.[image: image1.png]
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