NRDA Workgroup Meeting

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

September 16, 2008

Page 2 of 2 


NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) WORKGROUP

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
1045 - 1115
WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
AGENDA
· PRESENTATION – Natural Resource Damage Assessment and the Incident Command System – Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC)
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone and introduced Mr. Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC.  

PRESENTATION – Natural Resource Damage Assessment and the Incident Command System – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the NRDA process, please contact Mr. Csulak at Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov.  

Mr. Csulak provided an overview of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process and who the responding agencies are, what their role is in the incident, and how they work cooperatively together in assessing damages.  NRDA personnel are typically an internal notification process.  There is some confusion as to how the NRDA personnel mesh into the overall response structure – what are the command’s responsibilities in order to support the NRDA personnel?    

Topics addressed today, include:

· Who are the natural resource trustees?
· Federal agencies: Department of Interior (DOI), Department of Commerce (DOC) NOAA for natural resources subject to agency management or control

· US Department of Agriculture (USDA), Department of Energy (DOE), and Department of Defense (DOD) for natural resources on lands owned or managed by the agency

· States and Tribes (no tribes are identified in Region III)
· What are the trustees thinking?
· NRDA Mandate states “…restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of injured natural resources and services.”

· Applies to oil and chemical releases 
· In theory, with enough time resource/services should come back to original baseline conditions.  Trustees try to speed up the restoration process.  
· In the ICS structure – NRDA team interacts with Incident Command via Liaison Officer (Incident Management Handbook – pg. 19-11).

· Must be in compliance with Safety Plan

· IC and NRDA team must coordinate information/data in timely manner

· How can we make it work better?
· NRDA activities should not be conducted without contact and updates from response team.
· Better Communications
· The Lead Administrative NRDA Trustee (LAT) should identify a person to serve as the coordinator between response and NRDA teams.  

· NRDA LAT should be responsible for monitoring, evaluating, preparing and/or coordinating information that may directly or indirectly influence information exchange with  the response team

· Action Items for NRDA responders: 
· At the Command Post, SSC should receive a description of the release, containment, and clean-up activities

· Obtain Maps, Charts, Photos 

· NRDA Team members conduct a reconnaissance of the affected area  

· Establish an NRDA Command Post near the OSC’s Command Post, if feasible

· Assign one person the task of collecting and sharing information with OSC and/or NOAA SSC.

· Field Sampling – most significant task that the NRDA Team will manage or implement during the first few days following a spill (collecting and analyzing critical time sensitive chemical, sediment, and biological samples).
· Collecting background and baseline data.

· Documenting injured or dead wildlife as NRDA evidence – wildlife recovery and rehabilitation is a response activity. 

· Obtain situation reports, NRDA Manager must be invited to briefings and public forums to keep informed and to inform others about the NRDA response. 

Meeting adjourned at 1115.

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Williamsburg, Virginia and is scheduled for January 12-14, 2010.  The May 2010 meeting will be held in Ocean City, Maryland.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  

