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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING

Gettysburg, Maryland
Wednesday, September 16, 2009

1000 - 1035
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

AGENDA

· Update on Member Fact Sheet

· PRESENTATION: Ethanol and Biodiesel Response Considerations – Training Materials and Video – Debbie Scholz, SEA, Inc.
· FEMA Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Training Resources and Opportunities
MEETING NOTES

Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other regional response team (RRT) members that were present.  

UPDATE ON MEMBER FACT SHEETS

Agency Fact sheets are completed and are now posted to the RRT 3 website.  Please go to www.rrt3.nrt.org to view this information.  If you have not provided your agency review, please provide your comments to Catherine Pomerantz (Catherine.Pomerantz@dhs.gov) with any comments as soon as possible.
PRESENTATION – Ethanol and Biodiesel Response Considerations – Training Materials and Video – Debbie Scholz, SEA, Inc.

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the training tools, contact Debbie Scholz at dscholz@seaconsulting.com.  

Ms. Scholz provided a brief overview on two new tools that are available for first responders to incidents involving ethanol and biodiesels.  
· Ethanol: Response Considerations

· Available for download from

· www.ethanolrfa.org/ 
· www.ethanolresponse.com
· 7-module, 6-hour first responder awareness training program

· Includes PowerPoint & video sources

· Provides information on ethanol and ethanol-blended fuels including:

· Use

· Chemical and physical characteristics

· Transportation

· Transfer

· Bulk Storage, and
· Foam Fire Fighting Principles
· Biodiesel: Response Considerations 
· Available for download from
· http://www.iafc.org/ 
· http://www.biodiesel.org/ 
· 5-module, 4-hour first responder awareness training program

· Includes Powerpoint & video sources

· Provides information on biodiesel including:

· Use and blends

· Compared with ethanol and petro-diesels

· Chemical and physical characteristics

· Production and manufacturing

· Foam Fire Fighting Principles; and
· PPE and Decon
This training is specifically developed for the first-responders, and should be passed by this membership to all Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) for education purposes.  Provide the LEPCs with contact information of the Biodiesel/Ethanol Training panel members. Ethanol requires a different means of response – water and AFFF do not work.  The EERC training materials include both student and instructor manuals.  

MaryAnne Tonizzo, GSA Region III, will try to get AR-AFFF on the GSA schedule.

MSDSs are available from www.biodiesel.org  and http://www.organicfuels.com/biodiesel/msds.
PIMMA – Pipeline Integrity Management Mapping Application is a pipeline mapping application (www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov). The application contains sensitive pipeline critical infrastructure information that can be viewed via internet. Credentials are required to access data.  Users can fill-in the information and then receive a response as to whether or not you can access the data.   
The National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) Public Map Viewer allows the general public to view maps of transmission pipelines, liquefied natural gas (LNG) plants, and breakout tanks in one selected county. Distribution and Gathering systems are not included in NPMS. Users are permitted to print maps of the data, but the data is not downloadable.   
Response Guides – EPA Region 5 (http://www.epaosc.org/site_profile.asp?site_id=4022)
· Biodiesel Manufacturing Facility Response Overview

· Ethanol Manufacturing Facility Response Overview

· Intended for responders, provide a description of the manufacturing process, chemicals involved, how a release may occur, what to look for, issues to consider while responding to a release, the environmental concerns, monitoring techniques and procedures, health risks and applicable regulations. 

· Provide Jeff Kimble (kimble.jeffrey@epa.gov) with comments/input on the guides – meant to be a working guide.
FEMA EMI Training Resources and Opportunities – Ms. Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA.  For additional information, contact Catherine Pomerantz (catherine.pomerantz@dhs.gov). 
EMI Homepage: http://www.training.fema.gov 

Ms. Pomerantz provided a summary of the FEMA EMI training and capabilities available to responders and RRT members.  The EMI website shows the vacancies for individual training courses for courses held at the Emmitsburg, Maryland facility (http://www.training.fema.gov/EMICourses/).  A list of all training opportunities is provided as well.  A general admission form is required to be submitted to EMI for acceptance (for Federal employees); State employees fill out the form and submit to their State Training Officer.  Instructors will travel to provide on-site training as well. 

FEMA Independent Study (IS) courses are available as well (approximately 50 IS classes) (http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/).  The courses are available online, most are between 1-10 hours, but the courses do not need to be completed in one session.  Some courses count for Continuing Education Units (CEUs) and some provide college credits.  Several examples for RRT membership includes:

· ICS 520 – Introduction to Continuity of Operations Planning for Pandemic Influenzas (1 hour overview)
· IS-293 – Mission Assignment Overviews  (2.5 hours)
· IS-102 – Deployment Basics for FEMA Response Partners (90 minutes)

They also have the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Course Modules, which include all the specific training needs for NIMS courses. (http://training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.asp).
Professional Development Series (http://training.fema.gov/IS/searchIS.asp?keywords=PDS)
Includes seven courses:  Exercise Design; Principles of Emergency Management; Emergency Planning; Leadership & Influence; Decision-Making & Problem Solving; Effective Communication; and Developing and Managing Volunteers.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1035.

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Williamsburg, Virginia and is scheduled for January 12-14, 2010.  The May 2010 meeting will be held in Ocean City, Maryland.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. 

