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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
1445 - 1545
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:  Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Gerald Heston, EPA, CAPT Michael Andreas and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District (D) 5 – Region III

AGENDA:
· Workgroup meeting reports

· Proposed January 2010 RRT III Training Worksheet

· West Virginia Security Sensitive Information (SSI) Issue Requesting NRT Endorsement 

· Region 2-3-5 Meeting in Great Lakes (Erie, PA)
HANDOUTS:
· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, September 16, 2009
MEETING NOTES:
Mr. Dennis Carney and Mr. Dave Ormes opened the meeting and welcome committee members.

WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS:
Training Workgroup  - Mr. Ed Levine (NOAA)
The workgroup reviewed potential training opportunities, and updated the training matrix for upcoming meetings.  A conference call will be held the next month to plan for training.  Linda Baines will work with the host State representative to schedule a local presenter.  
Wildlife Response Workgroup -  Mr. Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

Not present.
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Mr. Kevin Boyd (EPA)
The workgroup would like to the upcoming meetings to include presentations on alternative countermeasures used in recent months (i.e., CIAgent).  Issues were identified/questions were raised as a result of a contractor presenting a product:

· A pre-approval document says CIAgent is approved; therefore, can a contractor provide the RRT with a presentation?   
· Do we review case-by-case basis on contractor presentations? 
· Do we need to establish a policy on contractor presentations?  
· Present a case study/lessons learned (lead by an OSC) that involved products, rather than a product presentation by the contractor.  
· Provide to the membership as a voluntary presentation over lunch?  
· Bring in technology/industry experts to set up a panel as a group (as the biofuels training).  Have a panel discussion plus a show-and-tell/hands-on exhibit (outdoors?).

· Have a ‘vendor day’, set time limit for each vendor, let RRT members hear about the products. 

Mr. Levine suggested that since the Selection Guide is finalized, during a working session, pull a chapter and discuss products on the list.  A panel could introduce a broad topic, then provide specific examples to work from the selection guide (select topics).  
Review/Educate on the Selection Guide in January 2010, then have a hands-on vendor exhibit/open house during the May 2010 meeting for a particular category of products.  Region IV invited vendors to a meeting, which included a meet-and-greet to the group (build off R IV’s structure).  Debbie Scholz (SEA) to contact Region IV for their protocols and procedures and provide them to the Executive Committee as soon as possible.
Information Management Workgroup – Ms. Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA)
Nothing to report.  
NRDA Workgroup – Mr. Ben Anderson (DNREC)
Mr. Anderson thanked Frank Csulak for an informative presentation on coordinating the Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA) in the Incident Command Structure (ICS). 
Inland Area Committee Meeting – Mr. Steve Jarvela (EPA)
Nothing to report.  

WEST VIRGINIA SECURITY SENSITIVE INFORMATION (SSI) ISSUE REQUESTING NRT ENDORSEMENT: 
Mr. Mike Dorsey has asked for RRT 3 assistance to facilitate the NRT to provide clarification on the release of SSI information to a regulatory agency (e.g., state and local) from a facility that is regulated under the Maritime Transportation and Security Act (MTSA).  The facility, claiming SSI status on the requested information, required USCG to conduct a review of the information to determine the ability to release the information to the state; this review process took several months.  This delay affected a state’s regulatory decision.  This is the first time in the US when a facility has used the SSI status in an effort to circumvent a state’s regulatory authority.  The RRT Co-chairs will draft a letter to forward this request up to the NRT for further clarification.

In this request, the RRT is requesting a Policy Advisory Committee Decision from the USCG regarding this topic relative to a “covered person” subject to MTSA.
REGION 2-3-5 MEETING IN GREAT LAKES (ERIE, PA):
Mr. Carney reported on the Great Lakes Joint RRT meeting between Regions II, III, and V.  The meeting was held on Tuesday, June 23, 2009 in Erie, Pennsylvania.  The Co-chairs and RRT Coordinators from each of the three Regions attended.  And the focus was to provide a joint standardized planning preparedness means for the regions using the “one county in” strategy that was employed by Sector Buffalo.  There is some additional follow-up documentation to be produced by District 9.  A presentation from Curt Hanson from USCG R&D and spoke of the on-going research that is underway for oil and ice events.  Previous ice-related research has focused on Alaska, but the issue is pertinent to the Great Lakes as well.  USCG District 9 will be sending out a request for information on future interest needs / requirements from the RRTs.
Science and Technology – D9 made proposal that there be a joint Science & Technology (S&T)  committee formed from among the three Great Lakes RRTs.  This could get very resource intensive, and could vary widely at times among the Regions.  A joint committee will be utilized; periodic conference calls to coordinate and share information, make aware other RRTs of processes on evaluating and coordinating technologies.  The goal is to have a consistent and consolidated processes.  Dennis Carney pushed to have the Region V RRT more involved in the Selection Guide and to help build in more fresh-water considerations over time as the Selection Guide is updated.  Kevin Boyd was designated the Region 3 S&T representative for the multi-region committee.  

Cross Boundary incidents – Establishing Memorandum of Understanding (MOUs) between the Regions like the one established between Region II and III following the ATHOS I incident. It is important to establish which Region would provide the lead OSC.   A suggestion was made that the Great Lakes use an ACP similar to Region II’s (Volume 1).
In March, a Spill of National Significance (SONS) Exercise will be conducted and address cross-border issues (Region I). Suggestion: a Lessons Learned presentation could be provided to the RRT III at the May 2010 meeting.
NEXT RRT III MEETING:
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 26-28, 2010 in Williamsburg, Virginia.  However, there is a conflict with the Liberty RadEx final meeting at the same time and affects  many of our members.  Suggestion: move the meeting to the second choice dates to avoid that complication.  The Executive Committee agreed to change the date of the January 2010 meeting; to be held January 12-14, 2010 in Williamsburg, Virginia.    
Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1545.
