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WILDLIFE RESPONSE WORKGROUP MEETING

Pittsburgh, PA

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

0800 - 0900

CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

AGENDA

· DISCUSSION – Wildlife Rehab Issues 

MEETING NOTES

Alan Williams opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
He provided the membership with an overview of an issue that MDE recently faced: an olive oil vandalism incident resulted in an oiled mallard.  Mr. Williams had a requirement to address the needs of this single animal.  But realistically, what can/should the state do with a few animals impacted by an incident until Tri-State Bird Rescue can arrive?  Mr. Williams recovered the oiled duck, immediately contacted Tri-State, and made arrangements to hand off the oiled duck the next morning.  Can the response community really deal with a wildlife response before Tri-State is able to come on scene?  Can we utilize some of the other Qualified Wildlife Rehabilitators (QWR)?  What do we do until Tri-State shows up?  Who do we count on for an immediate response?  Oiled wildlife is a big public perception issue and needs to be addressed immediately.  

Additionally, how does MDE pay a QWR other than Tri-State?  As trustee for the state, Alan Williams is the state’s representative and it is his responsibility to ensure that these needs (for the individual victims of an incident) are met.  What should we do?

DISCUSSION

Frank Csulak recommended that people utilize the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) maps; that will be a key to identifying what resources you are likely to deal with for an incident.  

Mr. Williams stated that one inherent problem is that OPA 90 regulation includes edible oils; however, Maryland state law does not.   Therefore, Alan’s response to the olive oil spill was actually outside of his purview, but there was an immediate need as it was a public response and they had to recover the duck.  Mr. Williams met the immediate need of the incident, but there has to be a better way to address this.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) law enforcement personnel are available to respond, but not immediately.

Tri-State works with many of the QWR in the region.  Each state has a list of permitted rehabilitators on line, but that list does not indicate the QWRs’ training level, experience or their resources on hand.
If a responder calls them, is that responder entering into a contractual agreement with the QWR?  No.  Mike Chezik said that the responsible party (RP) has to enter the contract.  Alan responded that at the time, the RP was unknown and the incident was a mystery spill.  

Mr. Chezik recommended that we develop a subgroup to create a list of QWRs and evaluate their training and resources until Tri-State can arrive on scene.  Mike Chezik will provide Alan with a list of QWRs from FWS.  
QWRs train and qualify for separate state and federal wildlife rehabilitation permits.  Federal permits address marine mammals and migratory birds. Rabies vector species (e.g., raccoons) are determined at the state level; permits at the state level may be more restrictive.  A QWR has to have both state and federal permits in order to be fully qualified.  The state QWRs may not be able to assist based on their current circumstances.  
Many incidents are “onesy-twosey” events where one or two individual animals are impacted, but responders should not hesitate to contact Tri-state Bird Rescue; sometimes the Tri-state contact knows someone in the local area who can provide immediate assistance until Tri-state can arrive.  Wildlife refuge centers personnel are also available and can assist.  They may have limits to the number of affected animals that they can handle (often one or two, sometimes up to five-ten).

Alan Williams is looking to equip response vehicles with boxes/folding cages in their response vehicles.  We are not doing things the most efficient way 

Mike Chezik would like some membership volunteers to help determine the resources list of QWR should look.  This would also be good information to include in the area contingency plan.  

Responders need to determine whether they have a state wildlife veterinarian; all states have a state veterinarian, but not all have wildlife veterinarians.  They can help with some of the local resources for response to resident species.  A list of state veterinarians is available at http://www.avma.org/disaster/state_veterinarians.asp 

ACTION ITEM:  Have each state representative contact their state veterinarian to see what is in place right now and determine where each stands on local wildlife protocol, etc.  We can have a round-table discussion on this topic.  Mr. Williams will contact Dr. Cindy Driscoll (Maryland State Wildlife Veterinarian) and Dave Heimeier (Maryland Department of Natural Resources [DNR] Wildlife Heritage) for a discussion on this topic with the RRT membership.  Public perception becomes our reality.  

In the interim until we get better organized, Mike Chezik will get a list of permitted QWRs and state wildlife personnel who are permitted to collect the animals.  If you are in a situation where you do tend to an animal, getting the animal out of the elements, providing a draft free environment, wrapping it in a towel, and securing it in a box with airholes for decent ventilation will help the animal survive until a permitted QWR can take over care.  The big challenge with an oiled animal is to not wash it to get the oil off; rather you want to stabilize the animal first.  Hydration of an animal that is having diarrhea depends on the degree of fluid loss and how to attempt to rehydrate.  You need a local resource that can provide that care.  
Wildlife issues need to be included in exercises so we know what to do and who to call for assistance.

Euthanasia and circumstances that cause us to consider this option depend on the level of oiling and the species.  For the MV Sea Witch oil release, the night herons do not recover from oiling.   Before determining the course of action, responders need to clearly identify the species of bird that is oiled (including whether it is a threatened or endangered (T/E) species).  First, the animal is observed as a species; ask (1) is it a T/E species? (2) is it a species that will survive rehab? and (3) what is the agency value of the animal?  Then the animal is observed as an individual; ask (1) what was it exposed to? (2) has it been submerged, etc.? and (3) what was the route of exposure? When you are not involved in drastic conditions, evaluate the symptoms for each animal.  Make an informed call on euthanasia.  Will the animal have to remain in captivity for a year or more until it regrows it feathers?  Make these decisions carefully.

Frank Csulak presented a scenario regarding three dead oiled seagulls found during a small spill in Norfolk, Virginia.  What is the proper way to dispose of three dead, oiled birds?  Generally, Tri-state incinerates their carcasses.  Most veterinary hospitals have the capability to have the carcasses incinerated.  With an RP, they can contract this out.  In Maryland, Johns Hopkins has a contract for incineration for their animals.  If there are no obvious signs of oil or trauma, what should you do?  If you are talking only a few animals, it is not as significant.  In general, a small number of animals are just disposed of in a dumpster.  Virginia has a separate wildlife veterinarian; they are the best resource for carcass disposal.  

Virginia, Maryland, and possibly Pennsylvania have state wildlife veterinarians.  Delaware does not have state wildlife veterinarian. Not sure about West Virginia.  

For a big incident with significant wildlife impacts, responders can contact state veterinarian or state highways.

Meeting adjourned at 0900.

