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TRAINING WORKGROUP MEETING

Pittsburgh, PA

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

0900 - 1030

CHAIRPERSON: Linda Baines, U.S. Coast Guard (CG) District 5 regional response team (RRT) coordinator, substituting for Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) site safety coordinator (SSC)

AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – Delaware Valley Early Warning System (EWS) – Phil Duzinski, Philadelphia Water Department

· Breakout session

HANDOUT

· Training Workgroup Prioritization

MEETING NOTES

Ms. Baines opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  She asked everyone to introduce themselves.

PRESENTATION – Delaware Valley Early Warning System (EWS) – Phil Duzinski, Philadelphia Water Department
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Mr. Phil Duzinski at phil.duzinski@phila.gov or (215) 685-4876.  

Mr. Duzinski provided the membership with an overview of the early warning systems in the Delaware Valley, the US, and abroad.  There are relatively few EWS networks worldwide.  Most are present in Europe and Asia and in heavily populated and industrialized waterways.  In the US, EWS networks include Ohio River Valley Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), lower Mississippi, upper Mississippi, New York City, Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers, Susquehanna River and the Potomac River.  

Mr. Duzinski provided a summary of the Delaware Valley EWS system, from inception to now, and the unique features of this service.  The EWS is a network of monitors, notification, and communications to identify and provide advance warning for point source water contamination.  The EWS uses a partnership approach, by including utility companies, emergency responders, stakeholders, and steering committees.  There are confidentiality agreements so that information about the EWS stays in-house.  He summarized the reporting requirements by the membership or other reporting party, access to the EWS database and information based on security needs and requirements, etc.  
Break at 0950; reconvene at 1000.

BREAKOUT SESSION

This section describes the breakout sessions held at the Training Workgroup meeting to determine presentations/topics to be discussed during the upcoming RRT Meetings.  The ‘Training Workgroup Prioritization’ handout listed the topics discussed below.
Information Management – Joe Albert  

· Suggest combining a discussion of Items #4 (After Action Reports) and #8 (Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program [HSEEP] Program).  Would like to have a representative from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) come in and discuss the HSEEP program and capabilities.  
· National recording system training for exercises, lessons learned, and the follow-up after actions (after action reports) would be helpful to the membership.  FEMA already does training on national recording system.

· Item #5 (Internal Tools) – bring membership up to speed on internet programs that are being used on a daily basis – WEB Emergency Operations Center (EOC), On-scene Coordinator (OSC) homepage, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), etc.  

Response Management – Frank Csulak

· Many items have already been discussed and were removed (Items #1, #5, #6, #9)

· Regarding Item #9, “Local Emergency Response Systems,” the group had a number of questions regarding how the initial OSC/Incident Commander (IC) will coordinate with USCG and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) over time; what resources can the local responders bring to a response; who are they; and what will they need.  Once the IC gets established, how is the responsibility turned back over to the local responders?

· Item #4 – “What is a Spill Management Team (SMT)” – Responsible Party (RP) does not bring their own SMT to represent them at IC - what does this do or not do for the federal responders?  Discussion of pros/cons of SMT.  We need to be better prepared on what to expect from RP representatives or responders when they show up, as using SMTs is becoming more common.

Best Practices – Mike Chezik

· Both items on the list have been addressed in recent years and removed.  

· Item #2 (Migratory Bird Care) – has been eliminated during emergency response, but we haven’t taken the elements out of the practice and put them into the area contingency plans.  Waiting on US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to take the lead on this.  Can have a brief (15 minutes) on the status.

· Following up on Alan Williams lesson during the wildlife meeting: oiled animal standard operating procedures (SOP) and employing best practices.  People have said that they would participate in this effort; we will see what contributions can be made and begin developing an SOP.  Suggestions were made to have a teleconference regarding an SOP.  Can have progress report at the January 2009 meeting and maybe results by the May 2009 meeting.

Assessment – Ben Anderson

· Four topics to review –nothing to add.

· Item #3 – “Specialized Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART)” a program update is the first choice for a topic. A 1-hour review of the Program and how the program has evolved.  Talk with Ed Levine regarding radiation annex.
· Item #1 – “How clean is clean?” is the second choice for a topic.  Considerations for spill cleanup methodology – chemical, habitat, biological, etc.

· Item #3 –“Emerging technologies” is the third choice for a topic. For example, Electronic Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique Interface (eSCAT) – dealt with and is still in the development stage.  Frank Csulak said it was still being developed, but probably within the next year it will be ready for implementation (for a future meeting in late 2009?).

· Item #4 - Need clarification about what was meant by the fourth bullet (Rivers and shoreline assessments were lumped together for training efforts). 

Safety – Matt Dahms 

· Item #1- “Hurricane E-Matrix” was discussed during May 2008 meeting.

· Item #2 – best presentation topic for next meeting: “OSC health and safety manual” 

· Item #3 – “Basic awareness level training for rad/chem/bio/hazmat is done annually within each agency, so no need to cover this during RRT meeting.

· Item #4 – “Pandemic flu preparedness” is not needed right now, but may be of interest in the future 

· Action items: (Operational Risk Matrix/Job Safety Analysis and Safety Capability Evaluations among RRT) – both need to be addressed and brought up in this RRT meeting.

Decision-making – Kevin Boyd

· Item #4 update on Endangered Species Act (ESA) is recommended as a topic

· Item #5 – Places of Safe Refuge topic is already scheduled for the January 2009 meeting
· Item #6 – Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) – Ray Hanna will lead this for January 2009; also suggest including dangerous cargo as a topic.

· Item #8 – Alternative Response Technology Evaluation System (ARTES) Program and    Item #10 – National Contingency Plan Product Schedule could be combined in a discussion

Suggestions of speakers for upcoming meetings are requested. Linda Baines will work with the state representatives (Alan Williams) to come up with speakers for these topics for the January RRT meeting in Towson, MD.  Any other suggestions or volunteers to do a presentation should be submitted to Linda Marzulli or Linda Baines so they can put it on the proposed training schedule for the next meeting.

Thank you for your assistance and efforts.

Meeting adjourned at 1030.

