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SPILL RESPONSE COUNTERMEASURES WORKGROUP

Pittsburgh, PA

September 24, 2008

1035 - 1115

CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

AGENDA
· Introduction and welcome

· Presentation – U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Vessel Response Plans (VRP) Consistent with Area Contingency Plans – Lt. Xochitl Casteneda, USCG VRP Headquarters (HQ)
· Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) Incident in Pennsylvania -- Alex Dankanic
· Presentation – Environmental Response Trade-offs – Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Site Safety Coordinator (SSC)

· National Contingency Plan Product Schedule Selection Guide update

MEETING NOTES

Kevin Boyd welcomed the participants.   Ed Levine (NOAA SSC) is currently deployed for Hurricane Gustav response and will not be present to give his environmental trade-offs presentation.

Mr. Boyd briefly summarized the status of the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup projects and ongoing efforts.  

Selection Guide - In general, the Selection Guide is updated with new information; The Workgroup still awaiting information from many of the vendors.  However, the information on each product is available on the EPA oil spill website (http://www.epa.gov/oilspill), and has already been updated in the document.  Efforts are underway by the National Response Team (NRT) Science and Technology (S&T) Committee to develop an online interactive version of the Selection Guide to simplify decision-making for the products and technologies addressed in the document.

PRESENTATION – USCG VESSEL RESPONSE PLANS CONSISTENT WITH AREA CONTINGENCY PLANS – LT. XOCHITL CASTENEDA, USCG VRP HQ

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team (RRT) Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the USCG VRP program, please feel free to contact Lt. Casteneda at (202) 372-1225.

Lt. Casteneda provided the membership with an overview of USCG’s Vessel Response Plan Program roles and responsibilities for facility response planning.  Lt. Casteneda is the VRP coordinator for USCG HQ.  
She summarized the USCG’s regulatory efforts and status of the regulations, including the nontank vessel response plans ([CGMTA] 2004), salvage and marine firefighting (Oil Pollution Act of 1990 [OPA]-90), and on-water recovery capacity (CAPS) (OPA 90) for vessels and facilities.  These three regulations are currently up for executive review and acceptances and should be available soon.

The Hazardous Substances (HAZSUB) response plan (OPA-90) and International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) MARPOL Annex, and amendments to SOPEPs and SMPEPs are put on hold for several years.

Lt. Casteneda provided the history and current use of tank and nontank VRPs.  The nontank VRPs were born out of the New Carissa incident and are not funded; presently we only have a limited number of requirements and a Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC 01-05) (available on the website) which mirrors the nontank VRP guidelines.  Most voluntarily comply with the requirements.  

Presently listed under the Office of Compliance within USCG.  Lt. Casteneda provided a summary of the tank and nontank VRPs and explained how to use the VRPs for a response.  USCG will be enforcing the nontank VRPs by asking sectors and ports to review all traffic to ensure that all tank/nontank vessels have the VRP.  

Refer to USCG website for VRP and database at www.e-vrp.com or contact the USCG.  Order a casualty package by calling (202) 631-0859 or emailing VRPdutyofficer@uscg.mil.  The casualty package includes tank diagrams, emergency contacts, contracted response resources, salvage, MFF, emergency lightering and the means to determine whether the vessel has submitted a plan.  

General public can not access this information; it is not on the homeport and has restricted access.  

Login: looker

Password: looker

PIPELINE and HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION (PHMSA) INCIDENT IN PENNSYLVANIA -- ALEX DANKANIC

Mr. Dankanic provided a brief review of an ongoing natural gas fire incident in Pennsylvania.  It began on Sunday, September 14, 2008, and involved the Greenlick underground natural gas storage facility in southern Potter County and northern Clinton County.  
PHMSA regulates the interstate transportation of natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines.  The bulk of natural gas comes out of the Gulf of Mexico, but some comes from Canada for the upper northeastern Pennsylvania area.  Many production wells are located in West Virginia, Ohio, and northwestern Pennsylvania. Large diameter interstate transmission lines transfer the natural gas, as well as other petroleum products, throughout the region.  
The natural gas is stored in Orisancy sand formation, which is approximately 6,250 feet below ground.  There are 110 inline wells and 60 observation wells with capacity of 2 billion cubic feet.  The maximum operating pressure is 4,230 psi in this area.  
The pressure on Sunday was over 4,000 psi when the well head (tree) gasket blew out.   The fire has been burning since the well head blew; the pressure has been reduced to 3,000 psi.  This is an on-going response.
This meeting was adjourned at 1115. 

