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NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) WORKGROUP

Pittsburgh, PA

September 24, 2008

1415 - 1515

WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
AGENDA
· Presentation – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Marine Debris Program and Abandoned Vessels – Doug Helton, NOAA

· Presentation – Tug Incident Schuylkill River – ENS Justin Gear, Sector Delaware Bay

MEETING NOTES

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

PRESENTATION – NOAA MARINE DEBRIS PROGRAM AND ABANDONED VESSELS – DOUG HELTON, NOAA
This presentation is available in its entirety on the Region III regional response team (RRT) website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  Doug Helton can be contacted at doug.helton@noaa.gov or (206) 890-7760.

Mr. Helton provided the membership with a summary of NOAA’s Marine Debris program and abandoned/derelict vessels.  He is the acting director for the NOAA Marine Debris Program.  He summarized NOAA’s roles and concerns related to wrecks, their databases, and response to threats.  He also provided an overview between historic wrecks and abandoned vessels.  

He explained the difference between a 1) salvage (removal incentive - percentage of the value); 2) a wreck debris removal (no incentive - no perceived value) and, 3) abandonment.  

PRESENTATION – TUG INCIDENT SCHUYLKILL RIVER – ENS JUSTIN GEAR, SECTOR DELAWARE BAY

Ensign Gear provided the membership with a summary of a recent sinking of two tugs in the Schuylkill River at the I-95 bridge near the Philadelphia Airport.  The Tug Big Boy and the Tug Carol Wales (a.k.a. Scooby Doo) both sank together in place at its berth.  He summarized the activities and efforts surrounding the pollution response.  The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) is not in the business of salvage, but it was determined that in order to recover the 8,000 gallons estimated to be on board the two vessels, the two tugs would need to be removed from the site.  This required the USCG to activate the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) and to hire a marine salvage company to do a heavy lift to remove both from the berth.  The funding was expanded to $1 million and the civil penalty case is underway.  This was a 3-week response.

There were significant fish and waterfowl issues, but the impacts were limited. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1515. 

