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INLAND AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Pittsburgh, PA

September 23, 2008

0830 - 1120

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Steve Jarvela, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),  
            On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
AGENDA
· EPA OSC Reports

· Presentation – Snyder Brothers Inc. Oil Spill Incident – Vince Zenone, EPA OSC

· Presentation – Sea Witch Status – Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

· Ideas for EPA-led National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP) Exercise for 2009 
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Stephen Jarvela welcomed all participants and had them introduce themselves and their agency affiliation.  

Mr. Jarvela introduced the session saying that EPA is conducting a review of everything that the Inland Area Planning Committee has accomplished over the last 13 years.  EPA wants to make a thorough review of the National Response Framework (NRF) and figure out how to incorporate the NRF into the Region’s routine planning efforts.

EPA OSC REPORTS

1. Vince Zenone (Northwest Pennsylvania) 
· Developing a symbiotic relationship between EPA and PA Commonwealth for orphan well issues/discharges.  Traditionally dealt with abandoned wells, tanks, pipes and pits cooperatively.  Most recent state contracts will deal more with facility-wide or geographic-wide planning that addresses the infrastructure of the well and also the cleanup.  
· Noted a lot of natural gas drilling in the area; the Marcellus shales are very productive natural gas reservoirs.  EPA is not involved in the natural gas drilling as of yet.  Joe Albert discussed the actions in West Virginia where the natural gas wells are “wet” wells.  There is a condensate that is recovered and stored during the extraction process; the wells become oil storage facilities through the collection of the condensate.
· Wants to see the Commonwealth start dovetailing into the incident command system (ICS). 

· Participates in Marine Safety Office (MSO) Cleveland port security meetings, drills and exercises.
· Participated in exercise with MSO Cleveland in Cleveland, Ohio.  

2. Bob Kelly (Southern West Virginia and Southern Virginia)

· Continuing to attend Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings

· Updating contingency planning

· Conducted a preparedness drill in Norton, VA; involving all the local agencies. Started with tabletop exercise with terrorist incident releasing oil from tanks, then conducted a live drill with terrorists in eight scenarios.  Incorporated participation from Special Weapons And Tactics (SWAT), Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VADEM), State Police, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), animal control, hospital, and EPA.  Exercise lasted 4 days with many lessons learned.

3. Anne Breslin (Northwest Pennsylvania)

· Working with Vince Zenone

· Attending LEPC meetings in Lancaster County, PA

· Conducted a tabletop exercise – Operation Hot Smoke (Mt. Joy) – Scenario: Major fire in Strube building (radiation site).  Overall, it was a good training exercise and allowed participants to work out the kinks (ex: Continuity of Operations Planning (COOP) is communicating on AT&T, while primary Command Post is on Verizon).

4. Rich Fetzer (Northeast Pennsylvania) 
· Will participate in next week’s planned exercise with Region II in Monroe County, PA.  

· Moved his office to Monroe County recently after 10 years in Bethlehem, PA.

· Attending meetings held in Oriole Park in Baltimore with Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for evacuation issues.  Discussed Operation Purple Haze and its relationship to EPA. A written evacuation report for football and baseball stadiums has been completed.  Some focus on Talladega Raceway in Region IV.  We have gained great lessons learned on how to use the equipment (including communications) at these exercises from participating in these NASCAR events and other significant events such as all-star games.  

· Noted that the “soft target” is still an issue that needs to be addressed.

· Commented that deployment to events (NASCAR/professional sporting events) is all about the cost of the deployment.  Rich recommends that the regional response team (RRT) determine or develop screening criteria to help us to determine the best events for us to participate in. 

5. Marjorie Easton (Southwest Pennsylvania/West Virginia)
· Will participate in a drill with Fayette County involving a dairy.  Will be a 2.5 or 3-day exercise.  Includes dairy, school, county, hospitals. Includes a decon drill, terrorist drill, etc.  Will involve a lot of planning.

· Involved in exercises with the Three Rivers Pollution Response Council (Three Rivers).  They have been very busy dealing with several drills and some new people.  An exercise was conducted with Bayer that identified some new problems with the new people and incorporating them into the ICS.  

· Working with the West Virginia/Ohio Enforcement Group and EPA Regions III and V to identify problems that they all have in common and work together (especially along Ohio River, which is a shared border).  The Ohio River Outfall Project is nearly complete, but we need to do some ground-truthing for some of the older data that will be updated with new equipment.

· Participated in Three Rivers drill with membership (70 companies) – some were present at the drill while others worked from their facilities.  Good opportunity for personnel to work through the scenario and get the experience needed for ICS response incorporation.   The drill involved a #2 fuel oil spill and terrorist activity.  EPA and Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Pittsburgh were involved.  Good lessons learned, and demonstrated the ability to share resources and equipment to implement a response.

· Noted that Three Rivers has been active and working to promote confidence and skill within the area.  Jim Kastner sends his regards as he was unable to attend.

6. Debbie Carlson – Central West Virginia (Huntington Sub-area) 
· Working with Joe Albert and Marjorie Easton on exercises and drills
· Needs to work more on the contingency planning
· Wants to get more involved in Southwest PA with Marjorie Easton
PRESENTATION –– SNYDER BROTHERS INC OIL SPILL INCIDENT – VINCE ZENONE, EPA OSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For more information, please contact Mr. Vince Zenone at zenone.vincent@epa.gov or (215) 814-3267.

This presentation reviewed the case in which vandals opened seven aboveground storage tanks of crude oil at the Snyder Brothers Inc. facility in McKean County, PA.  A total of 1,085 barrels (45,550 gallons [gal]) of oil was released; 410 bbls (17,220 gal) were discharged into the waterway.  Major oil spill.  Initial efforts were underway to contain the oil that had escaped the secondary containment from two of the tanks and managed to reach the Allegheny Reservoir and River via the Indian Run and North Fork streams.  A unified command was established.  Snyder Brothers cooperated with the effort; U.S. Forest Service and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) provided their experience with the area.  EPA served as a technical consultant in this response.  Still conducting cleanup and initiating damage assessment.  

Impacts to three beaver kits; U.S. Department of Interior (DOI) and EPA Criminal Investigations Division (CID) are involved.  Bioremediation has been recommended as a cleanup remedy.  

PRESENTATION – SEA WITCH STATUS– ALAN WILLIAMS, MDE 

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For more information contact Mr. Alan Williams at awilliams@mde.state.md.us or (410) 537-3994.

The M/V Sea Witch container ship hit the container ship Brussels in the 1970s and was towed to the Baltimore Inner Harbor.  The Sea Witch was then split in half; the front half was used as an oil-water separator while an adjacent aircraft carrier was dismantled.  The MV Sea Witch was grounded in the harbor.  The owner of the Sea Witch was convicted.  Port of Baltimore took ownership of the property but never took possession.  Following Hurricane Isabel in 2003, the Sea Witch sank in place.  The vessel was declared “clean” because there was no access to the hulls and no signs of leaking.  Because it was never removed, the oil left in the Sea Witch was destined to come back as an environmental release.  USCG opened the fund to clean the Sea Witch in place.   

Currently, Miller Environmental is handling the cleanup and Resolve Marine is handling the salvage. The salvage dive team from Norfolk Supervisor of Salvage and Diving (SUPSALV) is also involved in the response. The Sea Witch is double-hulled and there is an estimated 150,000 - 300,000 gal of oil contained within the hull space.  Salvors patched the hull to seal it off, floated the vessel and removed the water/oil by decanting into boomed area.  Vessel became dangerous as it was refloated. 
The vessel will be moved to Sparrow Point and sold for scrap to recover some of the costs of this second cleanup.  The oil in the hull needs to be removed.  There is also water approximately three feet in depth on top of the oil in the hull space, and this will need to be addressed. 

IDEAS FOR THE EPA-LED PREP EXERCISE FOR 2009

· EPA will be working with District 5 and Sector Hampton Roads on this exercise.

· Chris Wagner, EPA OSC, will be fully involved as it is planned for her sub-area.

· What should the extent of the exercise be for this PREP for our inland area contingency plan?  Do we need to exercise a specific funding recommendations package (FRP)?  

· Chris has identified several industry sponsors for the exercise, which is the key for the formation of this exercise.  

· Want to keep away from boom and skimmer responses and terrorism events.  From an area planning perspective, one of the mandates is to address the worst-case discharge (WCD) and protection of environmentally or economically sensitive areas.  Consider seasonal issues (for example, spring season could impact horseshoe crabs or migrating birds).

· We can create an exercise to address the memorandum of understanding (MOU)/memorandum of agreement (MOA) between EPA and U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) OSCs for the transition of the response.  For example, how do we respond if a spill starts at a fixed inland facility, then reaches a coastal area?  

· Suggestion to redo the pipeline spill from the upper part of the Great Falls pipeline.  Could also use one of the facilities above Richmond that would impact both USCG and EPA areas.  

· Steve will be attending a meeting in October with Chris Wagner to further refine this table top exercise.

· Chris has suggested the Elizabeth River program manager within EPA to focus on that area, since there are potential environmental and economic impact issues.

· Should involve a consultation for sensitive areas, an endangered species or essential fish habitat (EFH), and/or involvement of a national park or resources.  Could also involve the Selection Guide.  
· Use of Volunteers Issues should be included.  

· The exercise can be a facility-related or transportation-related incident (e.g., cruise ship with a health issue).  The exercise should be one that drives an inland OSC-lead.  Need to get confirmation from potential responsible party (RP) now.

· Hampton Roads also has the need for an exercise; may be able to coordinate so that both EPA and USCG could work together and get PREP credit.

· Please contact Steve Jarvela if you have any other ideas for the exercise.  Steve will be in contact with several of you in November after he meets with Chris Wagner.  

· Steve requested that he and Linda Marzulli or sub-area OSC be made aware of any exercises so that we can have good representation in the area to interact with the local response community.  

· Mike Chezik volunteered to participate.

· Ann Breslin volunteered to participate.

· John Wicker (Three Rivers) volunteered to help with planning, but is unable to travel.

· Tim Spoerl of Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC) volunteered to help with the exercise.

OTHER NEWS
· EPA Region III is currently responding to the Lake Explorer II – a research vessel out of the EPA Chicago office (Region V).  The discharge was reported into the Elizabeth River near Norfolk; 1,400 gal of diesel fuel discharged.  EPA is now the RP.  Cleanup is underway.  EPA Region V has obtained funds to begin cleanup (initially $25,000).  The loss was caused when a charged waterline in the fueling area broke and forced the diesel out of the vessel.  

· EPA Region III has participated in many exercises; OSCs are very robust in their planning and interaction within their own areas.

· EPA Region III also has participated in national events (e.g., Hurricane Katrina).  Trying to leverage our response core activities through tools and interactions within the region and at the national level.  This includes some of our (GIS) activities.

· Our biggest hurdle from the national perspective is based on budget.  Agency budget has diminished over the years.  The Oil Program has been significantly decreased; fewer oil dollars are designated for area planning.  EPA is working on the 2011 fiscal year budget to appropriate oil money for area planning; however, there are consequences for going that route.  It is easier to gain funds from Superfund.

· The Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) initiative (began in 1998) and update is under final review with Office of Emergency Management (OEM) and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for final approval and posting on the federal register.  Listing of exemptions.  Internally just released the comments and answers of the rule from 2007.  Comments are finalized.  Consists of all comments and EPA’s reaction to them.  

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Towson, Maryland (tentatively) and is scheduled for January 27 - 29, 2009.  The May 2009 meeting will be held in Virginia Beach, Virginia, tentatively May 19-21, 2008.  The September 2009 meeting will be held in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

The meeting was adjourned at 1120.   

























