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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING

Pittsburgh, PA

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

1305 - 1530

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) site safety coordinator (SSC) substituting for Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

AGENDA

· Update on member fact sheets

· Presentation – Knowledge Center – Emergency Management Information Management System (EMIMS) – Chuck Lewis (Project Manager) and John Degory (Director), SSI Knowledge Center, Inc.
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Csulak welcomed all workgroup members and other regional response team (RRT) members that were present.  Ms. Pomerantz was unable to be here today as she is currently deployed for the response to Hurricane Gustav.  

UPDATE ON MEMBER FACT SHEETS

As they are being completed, the Information Management Workgroup will be sending member fact sheet profiles out to the individual RRT members for review and comment.  Please look over your profiles and provide Linda B. / Linda M. with any comments.  After your comments are received, the final profile fact sheets will be posted on the website.  

PRESENTATION – KNOWLEDGE CENTER – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (EMIMS) - CHUCK LEWIS (PROJECT MANAGER) AND JOHN DEGORY (DIRECTOR), SSI KNOWLEDGE CENTER

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the Pennsylvania Knowledge Center and the services they provide, please contact Mr. Degory or Mr. Lewis at (412) 367-6077.
Mr. Degory provided the membership with a review of the Pennsylvania Knowledge Center (KC) and the EMIMS system, which he described as the “next generation” of incident management operations.  The KC integrates the incident command structure within the system; the EMIMS system automatically produces reports.  The KC program is configured for the individual customer, not a one-size-fits-all approach.  The program is very sensitive to security; security/access can be modified according to participant needs (per job title, group, etc.).  The KC includes a database of reference documents, critical infrastructure in Pennsylvania, Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA) facilities, which can be linked to maps and other available resources.  The resources on the KC database contain incident management solutions used on a daily basis.  Mr. Degory provided a summary of the types of incidents that the KC has responded to (such as Major League Baseball All-Star Game), large-scale exercises that they have participated in, and the customers they serve (regional task forces).  This product was procured by FEMA for the KC at the National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) for use by the Pennsylvania KC and other centers nationwide.   The Pennsylvania KC staff is also available to provide total support for an on-scene response. 

Mr. Degory and Mr. Lewis provided a live online demonstration of the KC EMIMS system capabilities.  The demonstration showed an active water main break and structural fire and demonstrated how to manage requests for personnel, equipment, and special teams all online.  

OTHER INFORMATION OF INTEREST
The Ohio Multi-Agency Radio Communications Systems (MARCS) is a complex computer and communications network designed to provide instant voice and data communications to state agencies.  MARCS supplies a communications backbone for statewide public safety and emergency management in a single shared system between several state agencies.  The system provides mobile voice, data, vehicle location services, and computer-aided dispatching.  For more information, go to; http://www.oit.ohio.gov/sdd/marcs/. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1530

