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REGION III STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING
Rehoboth Beach, DE
Thursday, May 19, 2011
0830 to 1300
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS: Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III, Mr. Gerald Heston (Alternate), EPA Region III; CAPT Edward Gibbons, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5
AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-Chairs Opening Remarks

· Strengthen Our Partnerships 

· Welcome to Delaware & Share Emergency Response Highlights – Marjorie Crofts, Division Director, DNREC Division of Waste and Hazardous Substances
· RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG

· PRESENTATIONS

· NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting Summary – Dennis Carney, EPA

· EPA OSC Health and Safety Manual – Laura Casillas, EPA
· Marcellus Shale:  Pennsylvania’s Perspective – Kerry Leib, PA DEP
· Deepwater Horizon In Situ Burn – BOSN4 Tracy Allen, USCG AST

· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Delaware

· Pennsylvania

· Virginia

· Maryland

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC) – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) – U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Forest Service

· Department of Transportation (DOT) – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA 

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Virginia and Coastal Maryland Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· Sector Ohio Valley

· Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee)
· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and Agenda – Thursday, May 19, 2011
· Ballot for 2012 RRT III Meetings

· 2011 Work Plan for Regional Response Team III

· Region III Regional Response Team Annual Report – January 2010 – December 2010
· Report Out to RRT III from NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting, Dallas, TX
· EPA Emergency Responder Health and Safety Manual & Program Presentation
· USGS Water Resources and Natural Gas Production from the Marcellus Shale
· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report – May 2011

· Sector Baltimore FOSC Report – May 2011

· Sector Hampton Roads FOSC Report – 2nd Quarter Report 2011

· MSU Pittsburgh FOSC Activity at a Glance – May 2011

· TRANSCAER Training Tour – New Jersey / Pennsylvania / Delaware
· GSA – Environmental Sustainability Pamphlet
MEETING NOTES:

The RRT Co-Chairs, Dennis Carney (EPA) and CAPT Edward Gibbons, and Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks. Mr. Carney also welcomed everyone and commented on the attendance increase for this meeting. CAPT Gibbons also welcomed everyone and said that based on his observations and attendance at the NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting, Region III is well ahead of the curve for responsiveness in the region. CAPT Gibbons thanked everyone for the organization, the great training and topic discussions this week. Admiral Lee, Commander USCG 5th District will be here and will address the group today.

Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.

WELCOME TO DELAWARE – Marjorie Crofts, Division Director, DNREC Division of Waste and Hazardous Substances
Ellen Malenfant (DNREC) introduced Division Director Marjorie Crofts. Ms. Crofts provided a short summary on the DNREC Division of Waste and Hazardous Substances and its history and how it is organized within their emergency response organization. She has been in her position since 2009. Welcome to Delaware. 
Ms. Crofts provided examples of some of the challenges and issues associated with emergency response in Delaware for 2009 – 2011:  

· Port of Wilmington oil spill from M/V Honor

· Gas tanker Rollover near Roth Bridge on Rt 1 
· Sunoco Ethylene Plant Explosion near the Pennsylvania state line
· Quality Carriers Overturned Tank Trailer in Newark – dimethylvinylchlorosiane release
· Indian River Fly Ash release from the NRG Indian River facility in Millsboro
· Blue Hen Corporate Center in Dover – 66 buried drums found during excavation
· Emergency Prevention & Response Coastal Flooding in November 2009 following Tropical Storm Ida
· Massey’s Landing Vehicle in water incident
· Sulfuric Acid Spill at the Chesapeake Green Fuels facility in Clayton
· Emergency Prevention and Response Joint Training Exercises

· Coordinated response activities Flagship IV “Up the Creek” Dock

· TMB and EPRS Response to a fuel oil leak in a residential area
· Joint EPA & EPRB Response home laboratory removal action
There are many ongoing challenges that we as an emergency response agency face on a daily basis. Thank you for what you do and assisting our state to be better prepared. 

Strengthening Our Partnerships – RDML Dean Lee, Commander, USCG 5th District

Admiral Lee stated that we need to strengthen our partnerships. We need to look back at our lessons learned from contingency responses, and determine what issues need to be emphasized in our ACPs. We have got to understand the political nuances and realities of dealing with local governments and politicos (e.g., local elected officials). We are going to have to deal with them since we are in the response business. Go into a response with your eyes wide open and deal with the issues from the beginning rather than fighting fires that seem to have a life of their own. Partnerships are necessary and we need to continue our efforts to work on them.
The line between maritime (USCG) and terrestrial (EPA) response authority jurisdictions is no longer black and white; both authorities are responding together and the changes need to be worked out within agency headquarters. 
Next, Admiral asked for questions/opinions from the membership. The following is a partial summary of the resulting discussions: 

· Steve Jarvela (EPA) stated that historically EPA OSCs have had to work with the locals for response planning and coordination; the perception is that the relationship is with federal-state relationships. Admiral Lee responded that the USCG perception is that they do not work at the local level; the USCG OSCs have to participate and get to know and engage the locals more. 
· Frank Csulak (NOAA) asked what changes are in the future for policy and preparedness from the senior level management of the USCG? Admiral Lee responded:  Primarily, the USCG HQ personnel have learned the necessity of knowledge management. Capitol Hill has to have a way of measuring our response efforts in order to appease politicos, and the media. Without a comprehensive, real-time tracking of the information, we lost the battle of the narrative for the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) response. This resulted in a loss of trust by the political forces and the public that forced the USCG to focus more on data management than response. 

· Mike Chezik (USDOI) asked Admiral Lee how he would recommend the RRT member agencies draw the locals into the planning process and involve/incorporate them so they will have a better understanding of the RRT’s actions and requirements. Admiral Lee responded:  Salesmanship! We have to get better at selling our strengths to our local response partners. We must routinely involve them and invite them to participate. 
· Frank Csulak stated that the DWH spill appeared to be managed by politics and the media, not by science which should drive our decision-making. How do we control the media? Admiral Lee responded:  We have got to know who the enemy is and to keep them close. The USCG’s Rear Admiral Paul Zukunft identified who the key media were, brought them into the Area Command Post, and got the message out to earn their trust. He turned the tide on that. By keeping the media informed, he was able to tell them what we are doing in a timely manner, as well as let them know how we have erred and any bad news that needed to be brought to the public’s attention. He directed the media response at this point.
As responders, we have to manage the public’s realistic expectations. Is that possible in a politically charged environment?  Is anyone willing to stand out there and tell the truth if it means that their position within their responding agency could be at risk? Admiral Lee stated that he hoped the USCG personnel in the FOSC position would have the fortitude to do what is right, even if it is difficult. The ultimate goal is to earn the trust of the agency and the public they are serving even if that means that we need to lower the public’s expectations to reality – our actual capabilities and what is attainable.

· JP Beaudouin (US Navy) – Would it be worthwhile to hire an image consultant when you are in the FOSC position?  Admiral Lee stated that it is probably worthwhile, but it may not be valuable for the individual in the leadership role (FOSC) and they are likely to butt heads with their image consultants when they are asked to do something against their training.

· Leonard Rich (USCG) – Education is key – as response agencies the RRT members need to continue to reach out to local political appointees in the area and expose them to the realities of response. 
Next, Admiral Lee made a Presentation of Award given to Dave Ormes, USCG D5, for services provided during the Deepwater Horizon response.
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RDML Dean Lee, Commander USCG 5th District presenting Certificates of Appreciation for services provided in the National Incident Command and in the Interagency Solutions Group during the Deepwater Horizon Response to David Ormes, USCG District 5, May 19, 2011.
RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT 

Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked all speakers and participants of the meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday with their many interesting presentations and training opportunities; we appreciate everyone’s participation. 
Ms. Baines reported the following:  

· Thank you to Delaware Bay River Cooperative (Scott Bossert) for the tour of the DELRIVER on Wednesday evening. 

· The RRT and Region III website’s web address is; http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Homepage website address is now:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/. 

· The 21st Triennial International Oil spill Conference will be held May 23-26, 2011 in Portland, Oregon. For more information got to www.iosc.org. 
· RRT V’s next meeting is scheduled for June 21-22, 2011 (new date). Location: Columbus, OH 

· RRT VI next meeting is scheduled for June 13 – 15, 2011 in Little Rock, AR, at the Doubletree Hotel [www.doubletree.hilton.com/LittleRock]. 
· RRT III’s next meeting is scheduled for September 13-15, 2011 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
If you have topics or suggestions for training or presentations – contact Linda Marzulli, EPA, at marzulli.linda@epa.gov, or Linda Baines, USCG, at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil.

PRESENTATIONS:

PRESENTATION - NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting Summary – Dennis Carney, EPA

Mr. Carney provided the membership with a summary of the NRT/RRT Co-Chairs Meeting held March 29-31, 2011 in Dallas, Texas. The primary focus of the meeting was on the DWH incident and response. Initially there was an NRT Dispersants Conference meeting just prior to the meeting. During the conference a Subsea Dispersants Committee was formed and the NRT will be forming a new Science and Technology Committee (chaired by Bob Pond, USCG-HG).  SMART protocols will be revised and updated utilizing lessons learned during the DWH. The workgroups are hoping to have a new draft protocol by June, 2011. Ed Levine (NOAA) is taking point on this within the Region. The discussion topics at the meeting included:

· Revisit the National Response System (NRS) structure for a catastrophic spill or release. 
· The lack of a joint RRT VI and IV call during the DWH response. 
· Roles of the various leadership positions during the response – the National Incident Commander (NIC), the Interagency Solutions Group (IASG), and the senior officials for agencies and offices and their roles and responsibilities relative to the traditional role designated to the National Response Team (NRT).
· Political leadership issues
· Oil spill response strategies (post DWH) including booming, berms, in situ burning, waste management, and dispersants research

· The USCG’s DWH Incident Specific Preparedness Review (ISPR) and results (www.uscg.mil/foia/docs/DWH/BPDWH.pdf). 
· Role of the NIC and IASG

· The NRT/ RRT roles (or lack) during the DWH response
· Crisis communications and outreach

· Ideas for aligning the National Response Framework (NRF) and an incident that involves the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP )
· Use of Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) for Sunken & Derelict Vessels 
· DoD Integration within Environmental Response - Message: Know Your Defense Coordination Officer (DCO)
· FEMA’s 2011 NRF Revision Process – Use of Volunteers During Oil Spills
· Future Focus of SONS Exercises 
· Arctic Response Challenges
· Enhancements to ERMA
PRESENTATION – EPA OSC Health and Safety Manual – Laura Casillas, EPA
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Laura Casillas (Casillas.Laura@epa.gov; 215-814-3253).
Ms. Casillas has been tasked with building a Health and Safety manual for EPA OSCs and their responding personnel. The EPA’s Emergency Responder Health and Safety Manual: Field Guide (customized for Region III on August 6, 2009) has the following chapters to develop the Health and Safety Plan (HASP) guidance document which can be applied to a site-specific response:
· Introduction

· Medical Surveillance

· Respiratory Protection

· Personal Protective Equipment (under development)
· Injury, Illness, and Exposure Reporting

· Health and Safety Plan Development

· Physical Stress Management Program

· Confined Space Program (under development)

· Radiation Safety

· Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan

· Biowarfare Agents (under development)
· Chemical Warfare Agents (under development)

· Transportation Safety (under development)

· Other chapters (reserved)

A copy of the manual is available from www.epaosc.org under Laura Casillas (requires password for access). 
PRESENTATION – Marcellus Shale:  Pennsylvania’s Perspective – Kerry Leib, PADEP
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Kerry Leib (kleib@state.pa.us; 717-787-5715).
Mr. Leib provided the membership with a historic summary of Pennsylvania’s interaction with the oil and gas extraction/production industry and how the industry, regulations, and other aspects have changed with the more recent Marcellus Shale drilling for gas production. In 2007, gas extraction/production of the Marcellus Shale effort began in earnest. 
He explained the complex process of drilling and extraction, including a review of the hazardous materials utilized in the drilling fluids. Some concerns the state has with Marcellus Shale wells include:
· Well permitting

· Well construction standards

· Erosion control

· Drilling mud spills

· Water treatment of brine and frac (flowback) fluids

· Water supply protection

· Water withdrawal

· Natural gas migration
· Improperly constructed gas well

· Wastewater management – follow regulations for wastewater, total dissolved solids strategies, underground injection control programs 
· Increased heavy traffic accidents

PADEP’s ongoing issues with the natural gas extraction efforts includes:
· Wastewater reuse and treatment

· Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORM) and Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (TENORM)
· Air Quality issues

· Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and Nitrogen Oxides (NOx)
· Climate change

· Source aggregation

· Fires and explosions

PRESENTATION – Deepwater Horizon In Situ Burn – BOSN4 Tracy Allen, USCG, AST

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Tracy Allen (tracy.k.allen@uscg.mil; 609-724-0008). 
Mr. Allen provided a summary of the efforts that were undertaken by the offshore in situ burn teams. In Situ Burn became the preferred method of remediation when skimmers could not capture the volume of oil released during DWH.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS

Delaware 

Representative Ellen Malenfant, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), had no incidents to report.

· Working with Sector Delaware Bay on ground-truthing the boom strategies for the Delaware Bay and River.
Representative Ben Anderson, DNREC, had no additional incidents to report. He reported activities in the following:
· Booming plans for a Delaware inlet (with a suspension bridge) has the fastest current on an inlet on the East coast
· SCAT training for the NSFCC’s Atlantic Strike Team (AST) in New Jersey in May; SCAT Training in June for EPA OSCs at the Hines Resource Center
Pennsylvania 

Representative Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) provided his complete list of DEP incidents in a handout. In summary:

· Gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale area continues. The Chesapeake Energy Corporation had a well blow out approximately 2 weeks ago. The fluid released as part of the blow out was estimated of 1.4 million gallons of flow-back water. The fluids were released to the Towanda Creek and ultimately the Susquehanna River.

· Radiation monitoring was conducted following the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear event. We have expanded our monitoring to include drinking water and freshwater sources. To date, we have had no significant results from any samples taken with the exception of one hot spot identified in a small creek in northeastern PA, but is likely to be a natural occurrence or from some other source as it too isolated.

Virginia
Representative Gregory Britt, Virginia Department of Environmental Management (VADEM), reported the following:

· Stafford County (north of Fredericksburg) reported a gas smell. It was discovered that the gas smell was from naturally occurring slate from the Quantico Shale. The local soil was disrupted during the construction of neighborhood and the placement of the service lines released methane; 7 homes evacuated as a result until the smell had abated.
· 32 tornados touched down in Virginia in April 2011 including two (2) EF-3 tornados. One of the tornado’s hit several truck stops; coming close to impacting a nuclear power plant. 200 homes were destroyed, thousands damaged, and 12 fatalities resulted from this storm system.

Representative John Giese, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VADEQ), reported the following: 

· April 2011 Meeting of Eastern Shore stakeholders – included The Nature Conservancy, bay and coastal keepers. Discussed education/outreach efforts relative to potential significant spills in this area of the region.
· Background sampling of Virginia water prior to any potential impacts from the DWH incident continues and will end in June; including PAH monitoring. 

· The Commonwealth of Virginia’s Bill to allow offshore leases was defeated yesterday.
· Boom is being pre-staged on Tangier Island.
Maryland 

Representative Alan Williams of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) reported: 
· Rainwater monitoring was conducted as a result of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant explosion. No radiation signatures were detected.
West Virginia 

Representative Mike Dorsey, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WV DEP), reported the following:

· Marcellus Shale issues continue 

· DEP responded to a natural gas well blowout and subsequent fire in September. The incident was caused when one well was incorrectly drilled and resulted in sparking a methane pocket in an abandoned coal mine. 
· DEP has conducted a complete review of its natural gas exploration and production program. DEP is currently initiating new laws that revamp the oil and gas program in the state to address some of the issues that are being encountered with this renewed interest in natural gas. 
· Nothing else to report.
District of Columbia 

Representative Millicent Williams from the DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (DC HS & EMA) was not present.
Representative Paul Dill from the DC Department of the Environment (DC DOE) was not present.
AGENCY REPORTS:

The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

Representative Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC provided the following information on NOAA activities since the last RRT meeting:

· NOAA is still working the DWH response.
· Participated in the Delmarva Stakeholders meetings on April 14th.
· Participated in the Sector Baltimore industry-led PREP exercises.
· Held a SCAT Training Class on May 7-8th.
· Will conduct a SCAT Training for EPA Region III on June 15-16th in PA.
· Will be an instructor at the AST for the FOSC-R training on June 21st.
· USFWS will hold a 40-hour HAZWOPER training class and 8-hour refresher at the Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium the week of July 18th. If you have individuals you would like to attend, the POC is Susan Lingenfelser (susan_lingenfelser@fws.gov; 804-693-694 x 151).
· NOAA is offering the Science of Spills (SOS) class on August 9-12 in Philadelphia; interested individuals must register for class; contact Frank (Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov; 732-872-3005) for more information.
DOI 

Representative Mike Chezik, Department of Interior Region III, reported the following for DOI:
· Participated in a major earthquake exercise in the mid-west involving a 7.7 magnitude earthquake north of Memphis, TN and a 6.0 earthquake above Carmel, IL. The event required 8 emergency declarations and resulted in one nuclear power plant shut down; levy breaches; oil/hazmat issues, etc. The exercise planners are going to compile lessons learned and apply them to existing planning documents. White House involvement and participation and RRT V convened for conference a call during the response.
· Greg Hogue – suffered a subarachnoid hemorrhage in February and is making a miraculous recovery and starting to interact with the office. Great news for Greg and his family.
· Great Smokey Mountain National Park suffered an EF-4 tornado that resulted in extensive tree and trail damage.
· Spring floods have hit the national wildlife refuge (NWR) system – 32 NWR flooded this season
· NWR are experiencing wild fires in both GA and NC.
· DOI and its services are compiling their lessons learned from their participation in the DWH incident and response; there are still lots of response efforts ongoing in the GOM. 
· Approximately 60 people are still working on the response; $91 million in PRFAs.

· Still removing tarballs from park and NWR lands.
· Subsea Dispersant workgroup has been formed and they are working on draft interim guidance for June that is based on monitoring assessment conducted on DWH. This RRT will have the opportunity to review and comment on the draft guidance. 
ATSDR 

Representative Bob Helverson, ATSDR Region III, reporting the following for ATSDR: 

· ATSDR secured a new cooperative agreement with the VA Department of Health evaluating environmental data and its impact on the public.
· Work continues on Marcellus Shale natural gas exploration and production efforts and the larger human health issues associated with any resulting environmental damages (e.g., impacts of rock fracturing on drinking water) in southwest PA. Currently, there is not enough data to draw good public health conclusions.
· Received letter from Senator Robert Casey Jr. (Pennsylvania) requesting that ATSDR coordinate and share information on what causes cancer in certain areas – the known cancer cluster areas.
FEMA

Representative Dick Polley reported the following for FEMA:   
· We stood up a Joint Field Office (JFO) to respond to flooding in Kentucky; it is likely to remain in place through August.
· May be responding to incidents in Virginia because executive branch turned down declaration of disasters for tornados.
· Sent command and control elements to northwestern Alabama in response to the flooding disasters.
GSA 

Representative Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, reported the following activities for GSA: 

· GSA is participating in the National Level Exercise 2011 (NLE 11) this week, May 16-20, 2011. The NLE 11 is a congressionally-mandated exercise. The scenario depicts a major earthquake in the central United States along the New Madrid Seismic Zone (NNMZ) - comprising of GSA Regions 4, 5, 6, and 7. Although the exercise scenario only affects four regions, the GSA Administrator is leveraging the full capabilities of the entire agency to support the national catastrophic event.

· GSA Mid-Atlantic Region partnered with the Philadelphia Federal Executive Board (FEB) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to conduct a full scale Interagency Continuity Exercise called Liberty Down '11 on Wednesday, April 6, 2011. Representatives from over 25 local, state, and federal agencies participated in the all-day event. This deployment exercise was designed to test and evaluate the ability of agencies to activate their continuity of operation plans with a focus Reconstitution. Over 50 GSA responders deployed to the alternate facility while others worked from home. The Reconstitution Team deployed to a remote site and produced a deliverable detailing a plan for communications, short- and long-term facility solutions, budget, security, technology, and a schedule to return to normal operations. This exercise was an excellent opportunity to discuss and present multiple options and possible solutions specifically focusing on reconstitution, operational management, remote access to emergency operating records, and customer contact and support. 
· The Pittsburgh Federal Executive Board (FEB) sponsored an inter-governmental full-scale Continuity of Operations (COOP) exercise on May 11, 2011. The GSA field operation in Pittsburgh was an active participant. A similar exercise is planned for September in the Baltimore area.

· GSA is always striving to improve our facility management technologies. In FY11 and beyond, we are measuring our buildings’ water usage, and making improvements to reduce that consumption. The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) WaterSense® Program is a collaborative partnership. GSA is making it a priority to install WaterSense certified products when performing plumbing and water renovation projects in our owned facilities. You can learn more about this and other GSA projects by subscribing to the GSA Focus Newsletter at www.gsa.gov/focussubscribe  to receive Focus electronically.

· The GSA MarkeTips booklet on the back table has information to help agency reach sustainability goals. 

· GSA Deputy, Bob Tausek, retired on May 3, 2011. He will be missed by Region III and GSA.

DoD U.S. Navy 

Representative J.P. Beaudouin, the Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC), reported the following for the US Navy:

· Increased frequency of Oil Spill Group Meetings to every two months in an effort to focus on reducing the number of spills. We are trying to get regional attention by the Admiral on this effort.

USACE

Representative Mickey Mulvenna reported:

· LT Col. Seachrist is leaving and will be missed. 
· ESF Watchstander training is being scheduled for June; USACOE is working with FEMA, USCG and EPA on coordinating the class.
· ESF-3 Debris Management Training will be conducted on May 25th in Philadelphia and again in Delaware later this summer.
· Facilitated a call between USCG D5 and ACOE HQ on comments relative to the renewal of nationwide permits specifically concerning booming and exercise and training. This effort is ongoing.
· Nov. 2009, a Nor’easter damaged several beaches in Delaware that are currently scheduled for rehabilitation (renourishment) this year.
· Integrity of dikes in Delaware – the Corps Levy and Dike Safety Officer for Rehabilitation and Inspection (ESF-3) is partnering with New Castle County to inspect the dikes in the state. Four dikes were identified during this inspection in northern Delaware that are not in the Corp’s inventory.
USDA 

Representative Kurt Gernerd, US Forest Service, was not present. 

DOT / PHMSA 

Representative Tony Murray, PHMSA, was not present. 
DHS/PSA

Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland Protective Security Advisor (PSA) reported that DHS/PSA is or has been involved in the following activities:
· This September will be the10th anniversary of 9/11 and there will probably be lots of focus on that event since the death of Osama Bin Laden. Efforts are underway to step up security during this time frame.
· Participating in the “If you See Something – Say Something” campaign sponsored by Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS); for more information on this effort go to: http://www.dhs.gov/files/reportincidents/see-something-say-something.shtm 
· DHS has transitioned from the Homeland Security Advisory System (HSAS) to the National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS). For more information on the new Advisory System, go to: http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/ntas.shtm. 
· Reported out on the local activities and training being provided by the PSA assigned to each state in region.

DOE 

Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  

Representative Bob Brook was not present.

DOL/OSHA 

Representative Adam Hamrick, OSHA, was not present.
FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):

The following sections describe FOSC reports addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting: 

EPA Region III OSC Reports 

Representative Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC, reported on the following:

· Inland Area Committee (IAC) met on Tuesday and resulted in good discussions on the consistency between Sub-Area planning documents. We will be seeing a lot more OSCs involvement in planning within their area and Sub-Areas working more closely with state and local responders. 
· Forwarding a transitioning/succession plan for new a new lead FOSC role for the IAC to take place before the September RRT III meeting.
· Sub-Area maps are updated and provided and available for download (www.epaosc.net/RRT3). 

· National inland area workgroup is transitioning to an all-hazards planning focus. There is disparity between what EPA is thinking versus what locals consider all-hazards planning. We need additional guidance on the definition of “all-hazards” in order to go forward effectively.

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

Representative CDR Kristi Luttrell reported that the Sector has responded to 124 incidents since the last RRT meeting. CDR Luttrell provided a complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary most were minor events, but several were federalized. 
Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee) 

Representative LCDR Jonathan Andrechik provided his complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary, the Sector participated in:
· An industry-led PREP exercise on May 5th. The exercise was a full-scale industry-led, multi-agency event designed to evaluate the capabilities and effectiveness of the Coast Guard Captain of the Port, NuStar Energy L.P., the state of Maryland, the upper Chesapeake Bay Area Committees, and local industry partners to carry out their collective responsibilities as outlined within each respective agency's response plans.
· Approximately 1,100 gallons of No. 6 oil was spilled from Sparrows Point Steel Mill at the end of the PREP exercise. The majority of the oil had been recovered from the contained waterway. Shoreline assessments indicate that no recoverable product has entered the Patapsco River, although some sheen has been observed.
· Work continues on the Geographic Response Plan (GRP) work for the Area Contingency Plan.

· The next Area Committee meeting will be held June 9th at the Salisbury, MD Fire Department Training. We are currently developing the agenda and are looking for training topics. Please contact LCDR Andrechik (Jonathan.A.Andrechik@uscg.mil; 410-576-2587) if you have any suggestions.
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 

Representative CAPT Mark Ogle provided his complete list of incidents on a handout. In summary the Sector participated in the following:

· The National Level Exercise – The Sector was heavily involved. The First day involved a Hazmat incident on board a ship. 
· Response activities since the last report included:
· We have realigned our staff for pollution.
· Craney Island Pipeline break – worked with Navy, ACOE, and VADEQ on the incident.
· An empty barge grounded and was successfully cleared.
· A coal vessel grounded – the Sector worked with the ACOE to dredge and refloat the vessel.
· Continue working on the James River fleet issues and spill.
· The next Area Committee Meeting is June 28th at Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium.
Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

Representative from the Sector Buffalo was not present.
MSU Huntington (Ohio Valley)

Representative from the MSU Huntington was not present.
MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

Representative ENS Robyn Hoskins reported that the MSU participated in the following activities:

· Two (2) potential major oil spills from barge groundings; thankfully, no discharges occurred in either incident. Worked closely with the ACOE and the responsible party to successfully refloat both vessels. 
· Attended the Southwest Pennsylvania/Wheeling Sub-Area committee meeting. 

Sector Ohio Valley 

Representative from the Sector Ohio Valley was not present.
Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee) 

Representative LCDR Ray Negron from Sector North Carolina reported that the Sector has been involved with the following:

· Responded to a marina fire in Washington, NC that resulted in the total loss of 26 recreational vessels, 1 injury.
· The Sector is relocating and being re-established in Wilmington, NC. 
· Deputy Sector CDR Brian Thompson is being re-assigned on June 9th; his relief will be CDR Timothy Cummins who has a report date of June 20th. 
MSU Wilmington 

Representative from MSU Wilmington was not present.
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:

The Co-Chairs again thank everyone for attending the Region III RRT meetings this week. Thank you to all our speakers for their dynamic and interesting presentations. If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker for upcoming RRT Meetings, please contact RRT Coordinators, Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov). The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled for September 13-15, 2011 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Additional information will be provided as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized. Please continue to check the RRT III website’s Upcoming Meetings section at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 
Ballot Results for RRT III Meetings for 2012

· January (dates to be determined) – Williamsburg, VA 

· May 15-17  – Ocean City, MD

· September 11-13 – State College, PA

Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 

Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org. 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1300.
