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NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) WORKGROUP
Rehoboth Beach, DE
Wednesday, May 18, 2011
0945 - 1045
WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Bennett Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – Deepwater Horizon One Year Later – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
· PRESENTATION – Overview of the Environmental Section Organization Roles and Responsibilities in Support of Response NRDA Overview – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Anderson, DNREC, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
PRESENTATION – Deepwater Horizon One Year Later – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org under the “Recent Initiatives” link. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Frank Csulak (frank.csulak@noaa.gov; 732-872-3005).
Mr. Csulak provided a review of the NOAA response actions for the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) response. As of the date of this presentation, response efforts are at day 393. The largest component of the response operations still active is the shoreline countermeasure assessment teams (SCAT) in their efforts to locate and remove any oil still coming ashore and being found on the shorelines. Mr. Csulak gave an update on the shoreline cleanup operations that are still underway in two areas in Louisiana that still provide a significant risk for the wildlife and the environment. Approximately 85% of the total amount of shorelines have been cleaned up. The majority of the remaining 15% that still requires clean-up has been primarily delayed due to ongoing bird and turtle nesting activities along the sand beaches and some wetland areas in Louisiana. 
Locating submerged oil mats (80% sand) is another significant issue still being addressed. We know that the mats are out there as pieces of them keep appearing during significant wave events, but the submerged oil mats are proving difficult to locate and recover because it is suspected that the mats are currently shallowly buried in the nearshore environment (somewhere between the first sand bar and the second offshore in the breaking wave zone). So the location and removal effort is continuing and NOAA’s presence is likely to be required for SCAT and shoreline cleanup through February – March 2012. 
All other aspects of the response have predictably wound down; there are approximately 1,200 people still left in the field and at the command posts.
PRESENTATION - Overview of the Environmental Section Organization Roles and Responsibilities in Support of Response NRDA Overview – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org under the “Recent Initiatives” link. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact Frank Csulak (frank.csulak@noaa.gov; 732-872-3005)
Mr. Csulak provided a brief overview of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) process and the status of the NRDA effort currently underway for the DWH incident. Under the 1990 Oil Pollution Act (OPA), the NRDA is a legal process to determine the type and amount of restoration needed to compensate the public for harm to natural resources and for the loss of human uses that occur as a result of an oil spill. NOAA’s Damage Assessment Remediation and Restoration Program is coordinating NRDA efforts with natural resource trustees in four states (LA, MS, AL, FL), DOI (USFWS and NPS) and with BP (the Responsible Party or RP). 
NOAA is concerned about impacts to fish, shellfish, marine mammals, turtles, birds, and other sensitive resources as well as their habitats, including wetlands, beaches, mudflats, bottom sediments, corals and the water column. The trustees will also assess any loss of human uses of these resources (i.e., fishing, hunting, and closure of public beaches). The trustees also assess the efficacy of evaluating impacts from the response, including in situ burning, and dispersant use at the surface and at depth. NOAA and other members of the NRDA process evaluate the data gathered from water, sediment, tissue sampling, and observations (planes, ships, and shore) as a component of the investigation.
NEXT MEETING

The next RRT meeting will be in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and is scheduled for September 13-15, 2011. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGju9GkA_DSXMMx7kFd_lcD__DLhw"http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFdkM5mMmXnc9gxuB3E3ZFemXKFeQ"http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

Meeting concluded at 1045.
