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INLAND AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
Tuesday, May 17, 2011
0830 - 1135
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Steve Jarvela, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
AGENDA

· Area planning process and Subarea Planning 
· Consultation processes for Response
· Succession Planning

· EPA OSC Reports

MEETING NOTES

Mr. Stephen Jarvela welcomed all participants and had them introduce themselves and their agency affiliation. 
· Updating the Area Planning process 

· Afternoon session will be on Sub-Area planning – we want to determine how we can get our EPA OSCs more invested in their Sub-Area. In terms of succession planning, EPA Region III is transitioning to a new Area OSC for Region III. Steve Jarvela has been fulfilling this role for nearly 20 years and the organization needs a change. The new Area OSC assignment is currently under consideration for approval by Dennis Carney.
· We are in the process of updating the Sub-Area map within the Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP). The IACP has 14 designated Sub-Areas-each with assignments of a lead OSC and 2 alternates. The reorganization and designation of OSCs assigned to each Sub-Area can be viewed at http://www.epaosc.org/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=2037. 
· We are updating the ARCView database on the 14 Sub-Area maps. [Note: the IACP mapping effort differs from ESI mapping. Other mapping efforts typically involve ESRI’s ARCView for GIS mapping. We are currently using Enviromapper and the information is sequestered behind a firewall in an unavailable format.]  We are using the Sub-Area mapping information saved to PDF to view information and we are working to making for access for response use. We want to develop a list of expectations from Sub-Area planning efforts. Many of the OSCs are still building area their relationships with state and locals.
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Rich Fetzer (EPA OSC) gave a presentation on his North East Pennsylvania (NEPA) Area contingency Plan (ACP). Mr. Fetzer was tasked to develop the first Sub-Area plan for the region. He provided the membership with an overview of the draft Sub-Area planning document. His plan differs somewhat from the basic model for area planning guidance; there are components that are not addressed and others that were added that are integral/important to the Sub-Area plan. Mr. Fetzer felt that many of the Sub-Area plan components could be shifted back to the IACP and removed from the Sub-Area plan. The Sub-Area plan consists of three (3) components—federal, state, and county sections. This is an all-hazards planning document. A copy of the most current plan is available online from http://www.epaosc.org/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=Z300. 
Keeping the phone list and contact information up to date is very difficult and Pete McGowan from United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW) recommended that we provide a department and a title for the contact information; that is unlikely to change as often as the more specific individual contact information. With budget cutbacks and other issues, the contact information is often invalid by the time you go to print. We need to incorporate general hotline contact information/relay site for most positions. 

The NEPA Sub-Area plan covers 11 Counties (see figure on previous page). This document also provides a list of the local county responsibilities, the commonwealth organization, response teams available and their interaction and coordination for response. The process of the planning and the agreements reached during this process is much more valuable. 
Mr. Fetzer is now co-located in the county office where most of the planning work is done at the local level. His placement ensures that there is a connection from EPA to the local area. This is important. We need to make sure that we are getting the right information to the users and that we are getting the most current information from them to ensure an effective response. This includes the use of coordinating and ensuring that we are using technology to the best of our ability for our planning and getting information out to the users, including the use of social media sources.

Catherine Mercogliana (FEMA) provided a summary of the planning and exercise tracking that FEMA has been doing for the last several years. FEMA has also recently assigned individuals as the lead for all of ESFs for outreach and communication efforts. You may be contacted by multiple people within FEMA relative to this effort.
TRANSCAER® (Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response) Training Tours are coming to New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware from June 6-23, 2011. This tour will visit Piscataway, NJ; Bethlehem, PA; Harrisburg, PA and Wilmington, DE. TRANCAER training is coming in June in PA and DE – free of charge – please go on line and register for this class (http://www.transcaer.com/regional.aspx?ID=1  and select your state).
TRANSCAER Dates
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· Classes in New Jersey and Pennsylvania are being held 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM each day. Registration and exhibits open at 8:00 AM. 

· Classes in Delaware are being held at 12:55 PM - 4:30 PM each day. Registration opens at 12:00 PM. Additional evening classes are being held 5:25 PM - 9:15 PM each day. Registration opens at 4:30 PM. 

BREAK – 9:50 a.m.
Consultation Processes for Response
Pete McGowan (USFWS) provided the group with a summary of the USFWS Threatened and Endangered (T&E) consultation process (Section 7) that is required to occur for a spill response. The USFWS field office is to be notified of the incident; the USFWS field agent would then contact the T&E office. Based on spill-specific information, the T&E office would then provide a summary of the potential impacts and recommendations on actions to be taken to minimize impacts to their trust resources. Formal consultation would have to take place if T&E species were impacted. A copy of the USFWS Consultation Handbook is available from http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/esa_section7_handbook.pdf. 
A Programmatic Agreement between Region III and USFWS is in place and includes the Section 7 consultation and review process. This information can be obtained from the Region III RRT website at http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/production/NRT/RRT3-RCP.nsf/AllPages/ESAindex.html. Mike Chezik (DOI) recommended that we incorporate the consultation process into a future Table Top Exercise to refresh individual’s exposure to the consultation process. Ed Levine or Frank Csulak (NOAA) could provide an overview on the Essential Fish Habitat consultation process.
There is also the Programmatic Agreement on Protection of Historic Properties during Emergency Response under the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan. We need to include the State Historic Preservation Officer’s (SHPO) coordination and participation in the planning processes. However, the SHPOs are largely understaffed, so their participation will likely be limited. There is an online tool available on the Historic Sites by county that is available for the FOSCs. There is a website listing all of the State Historic Preservation Offices and their contact information (http://www.nps.gov/nr/shpolist.htm). EPA recommended ensuring that facilities regulated under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 33 CFR Part 54, and 40 CFR Part 112 that have significant potential for a worst case discharge (WCD), consult with the SHPOs to ensure that the SHPOs are aware of the likely actions and locations of actions of the response to a WCD discharge in order to evaluate potential impacts to their trust resources.
We need to develop a roadmap for responses on the Ohio River. Currently, there exists an “umbrella document” developed out of EPA Region IV; however, that document needs to be updated to ensure that everyone on the Ohio River has a complete understanding of how the regions and states respond to a spill on the river, and to head off any issues that may have resulted in the past (e.g., notifications across regions). A copy of the current draft of the Ohio River Umbrella Planning Document (2007) is available from the Region IV RRT website at http://www.nrt.org/production/NRT/RRTHome.nsf/resources/RRTIVa/$File/OhioValleyUmbrellaPlan.pdf. We will need to work with local responders to coordinate this planning process. 
Drug labs

Alan William (MDE) – In a clandestine drug lab, once discovered, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) typically addresses the cleanup and close-out of the drug lab; DEA is no longer hiring contractors for close-out of drug labs. MDE can certify that the site is rendered safe but does not close-out the labs. EPA is looking at the national level to discuss this issue regarding the close-out of the drug labs for reimbursement. This is equivalent to mercury infected houses – MDE can no longer process these sites because there is no funding. MDE depends on contractors to do the work. Mike Dorsey (WVDEP) stated that DEP has conducted 58 removals and render safe sites for clandestine labs in recent months. WVDEP has a hazardous waste site and they process the waste from the labs; however, they do not facilitate the overall cleanup. 
We don’t want to walk away from the issue, but the money for the cleanup is not there in the state budgets. Mr. Williams requested that EPA be able to use CERCLA funding for waste removal of clandestine drug labs. EPA has been flat-lined budgetary-wise, but they do have a way to get creative financing for response jobs. EPA is going to take this request forward for further discussion to determine what can and can’t be done at the federal level regarding clandestine drug lab cleanup. It was also recommended that the RRT conduct a training session on the claims process for CERCLA to ensure that all responding agencies are aware of the limits and restrictions of accessing this funding. An additional source of local funding for clandestine lab cleanup may be available through EPA’s Local Government Reimbursement Program. Additional information on this program is available from http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/lgr/. 
Training and Exercises

As an Area Committee we are required to conduct a triennial exercise. We need to do better on looking at and tracking previous exercises/drills conducted, and those planned for the future, to ensure that we are getting the best exposure and providing assistance to locals for planning and conducting their own exercises. All RRT agencies need to be better aware of and participate in training and exercises within their areas of responsibility. 
If you are working on or planning a major exercise, EPA would like to be made aware of it as a participant or in the planning stages. Also, if there are any training needs for your local areas, EPA has extensive assets for training available, including training for ICS, and other response-focused training. If people are looking for training, please contact your Sub-Area OSCs and they may be able to provide additional guidance/information or assist with coordination of these training needs. 

Ms. Mercogliana (FEMA) reminded the participants that FEMA is continuing to document and list all training and exercises conducted within the 6 states that make up Region III. Not all of the training and exercises recorded on this list focus solely on hazmat or oil; Ms. Mercogliana will provide a copy of the training and exercise list to Mr. Jarvela of EPA once it is available.

NEXT MEETING:

The next RRT meeting will be in Lancaster, PA and is scheduled for September 13-15, 2011. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGju9GkA_DSXMMx7kFd_lcD__DLhw"http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFdkM5mMmXnc9gxuB3E3ZFemXKFeQ"http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

The meeting was adjourned at 1135. 
