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NATURAL RESOURCES DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) WORKGROUP
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Wednesday, May 12, 2009
1030 - 1110
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Mr. Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
AGENDA
· PRESENTATION – Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Team (SCAT) Certification Program, Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC)
· PRESENTATION – Motiva Overview Mid-Atlantic/NE Region Ethanol Distribution, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
· PRESENTATION – Response Strategies for Ethanol and Blended Fuels, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
· PRESENTATION – NRT Quick Reference Guide for Ethanol-Gasoline Blend Spills – Project Status, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
HANDOUTS

· Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team handout (3 pages)
· NRT Quick Reference Guide – Ethanol-gasoline Fuel Blend Spills (E85) (2 pages)
· NRT Quick Reference Guide for Ethanol – Gasoline Blend Spills – Project Status (3 pages)
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone and introduced Frank Csulak, the NOAA SSC and one of the Region 3 trainers for SCAT in this area.  Regions 2 and 3 have a very robust SCAT training program due to significant incidents in recent years; this is not the case in many regions of the country.

The following presentations are provided in their entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions, please contact Frank Csulak at Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov.  

PRESENTATION – Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team Certification Program – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC

Mr. Csulak provided an overview of SCAT, its purpose, and the need for SCAT certification by individuals.  SCAT is a systematic approach that uses standard terminology to collect data on shoreline oiling conditions and support decision making for shoreline cleanup.  The purpose of SCAT is to prioritize cleanup, to document oil movement, and to create a historic record of the cleanup.  A Certification Program will provide quality assurance of the SCAT product, and quality assurance of the SCAT participants.  Over the last six months, NOAA has been improving SCAT training and improving the SCAT process.  NOAA is working to standardize the SCAT processes and the curriculum / courses, including emergency SCAT training.  SCAT supports the Operations section of a response, and typically, is the cleanup driver.  Although each spill is different, components of the SCAT curriculum can be standardized.  If the public is trained, they may provide support (i.e., monitor beaches for re-oiling).  
Within the next year, a SCAT Summit will be held as a workshop for private industry.  NOAA will prepare draft job aids, manuals, and guidance documents to share.  The date and location are to be determined (likely Seattle, Washington).  
A SCAT Tracking Database keeps track of individuals that have been trained (SCAT and Science of Oil Spills [SOS] training).   Mr. Csulak reviewed the roles/responsibilities and certification requirements of the SCAT Coordinator, SCAT Team Leader, SCAT Team Members, and SCAT Database Manager.  NOAA’s next steps include preparing a final draft of SCAT certification requirements, and ensure the requirements coordinate with US Coast Guard requirements.
The eSCAT Program is a new electronic program using hand-held PDA-GPS technology.   eSCAT was used during the July 2008 Barge DM932 oil spill in New Orleans, Louisiana; however, the spill was too involved to implement the new technology.   
PRESENTATION – Motiva Ethanol Overview Mid-Atlantic/NE Region Ethanol Distribution, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC 
Motiva Enterprises LLC is a joint venture between Shell and Saudi Refining Inc. that refines, distributes, and markets oil products in the eastern and southern U.S.  Two Motiva refineries are located in Louisiana, and one is located Texas.  Ethanol is mainly produced in the Midwest, and then piped to East and West Coast consumption areas.  Ethanol is transported by truck, barge, and railcar. Motiva is the leading provider for ethanol in Region 3.  The Sewaren, New Jersey, facility stores one million barrels of ethanol.  A second facility in Providence, Rhode Island stores 265,000 barrels of ethanol.   

PRESENTATION – Response Strategies for Ethanol and Blended Fuels, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC

Mr. Csulak gave the presentation on biofuels response strategies that was provided by Mr. Bobby Breed of Specialized Response Solutions (Response contractor for Shell and Motiva).

Critical information that must be known during a response to a biofuels release includes a knowledge of the products involved, knowledge of the container carrying the product, and sensitive receptors/critical infrastructure within the area.  

Ethanol is a flammable liquid (fire hazard is the greatest threat).  Ethanol is mostly transported by pipeline, but highway, rail, and barge transportation are increasing.  Ethanol is completely miscible in water. Ethanol settles in low-lying areas, disperses rapidly, and will separate from diesel and gasoline in water.  An ethanol flame is often invisible. 
Ethanol blended fuels, such as E-85 and E-95, reduce the environmental impact of a spill.   During an open water response to an E-85 or E-95 release, a gasoline film will form on the surface.  This film can be treated as a pure gasoline spill.  Environmental impacts can be reduced by adding clean water or increasing aeration.  In a high-energy environment, ethanol may act as a weak surfactant and facilitate dispersion of hydrocarbons into the water column.  Ethanol can be toxic to aquatic life at high concentrations.  For a release to groundwater, abiotic mechanisms do not contribute to biodegradation.  Cleanup strategies that stimulate biodegradation under anaerobic conditions should be considered.  Ethanol is degradable and can be stripped from static water columns as well as porous soil regions.  Rapid implementation of an aeration strategy is successful in dealing with elevated chemical oxygen demand (COD) and biological oxygen demand (BOD) in bodies of water.   
Obtaining producer support can be critical in a successful response. 

Firefighting considerations include the type of foam (alcohol-resistant aqueous film-forming foam (AR-AFFF) only), surgical application, pre-cooling of vessel and post-cooling.  Less than 5 gallons of AR/AFFF can be used to extinguish fires in each railcar.
Mr. Bobby Breed can be contacted at (877) 506-0025.
PRESENTATION – NRT Quick Reference Guide for Ethanol-Gasoline Blend Spills – Project Status, Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC

The National Response Team (NRT) in conjunction with University of New Hampshire (UNH) is drafting reference guides for biofuel spills.  The quick reference guide is a two-sided guide to keep as a reference.  The guide’s format was based on the NRT Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Quick Reference Guide format, and revised for ethanol.  

The Data Categories (most have sub-categories):

	· Chemical Properties
	· Water Intake Protection

	· Discharge (to)
	· Environmental Persistence & Biodegradation

	· Human Health and Safety
	· Detection and Sampling

	· Response Tactics
	· Laboratory Information (maybe)

	· Firefighting (brief)
	· Decontamination

	· Regulatory Status
	· Waste Disposal

	· Shipping Regulations
	


The NRT is expecting to approve the Guide in June 2009, and the Guide will be posted to the NRT website (www.nrt.org) in August 2009. 

For more information, please contact Mr. Steve Lehmann, NOAA, at Steve.Lehmann@noaa.gov. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1110.

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT 3 meeting will be held in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and is scheduled for September 15-17, 2009.    

























