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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Virginia Beach, Virginia
Wednesday, May 13, 2009
1445 - 1530
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:  Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Captain Michael Andreas and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District (D) 5 – Region III

AGENDA
· Introduction of USCG Regional Response Team (RRT) III Co-Chair 

· Workgroup meeting reports

· Proposed May 2009 RRT III training worksheet

· RRT III and Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) new websites

· Draft 2009 work plan 

HANDOUTS
· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, May 13, 2009
· Letter addressed to Mr. Dennis Carney (EPA) and Mr. David Ormes (USCG), from Mr. D. Michael Dorsey (West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection [WVDEP]), dated April 29, 2009.

MEETING NOTES

Mr. Dennis Carney and Mr. Dave Ormes opened the meeting and welcomed committee members.

WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS
Training Workgroup 
The Training Workgroup did not meet due to the Inland Area PREP exercise conducted on May 12, 2009.   
Ms. Linda Baines spoke with Mr. Greg Wilson of EPA HQ to provide a one-day training on biofuels at the September 2009 RRT meeting in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The Tuesday afternoon training timeslot is available for the September meeting.  The theme for the September 2009 meeting will be biofuels.  Ms. Baines will send out invitations to several other individuals who work with Greg Wilson and Jeff Kimble (EPA Region V).  Ms. Baines will work on contacting the National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC) about discussing funding issues relative to biofuels.  Mr. Carney suggested that if the NPFC cannot attend the next RRT III meeting, perhaps they can provide answers to common biofuels questions.

A suggestion was made to possibly test surface washing agents (SWAs) and solidifiers with biofuels since they are a recommended response technologies for biofuels according to Greg Wilson.  This would give the membership some hands-on experience with the products and a better understanding of how they work with biofuels.    

Regarding training opportunities, Ms. Baines will coordinate with:

· Mr. Don Toenshoff, Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC), to provide an aerial dispersant update.  
· Mr. Kyle Van Why of the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Pennsylvania Wildlife Services (WS) (http://www.pawildlifeservices.org/), to discuss the roles and responsibilities of the WS with the RRT.  
· Mr. Kerry Lieb and Mr. Don Bialosky (PA Department of Environmental Protection [PADEP]) to plan the September RRT 3 meeting in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  A June conference call is scheduled.  

Wildlife Response Workgroup -  Mr. Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

The Wildlife Response Workgroup did not meet due to the Inland Area PREP exercise conducted on May 12, 2009.   A replacement will be needed for the Wildlife Response Workgroup Chair.  Mr. Mike Chezik (DOI) volunteered to be an Interim Workgroup Chair.  
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Mr. Kevin Boyd (EPA)
Mr. Boyd summarized the Use of Volunteers During Oil Spill Response presentation by Lt. Tracey Wirth of USCG.  The Workgroup would like to see the National Response Team (NRT) to finalize the liability issue relative to the use of volunteers; we need firm guidance on the regulatory limits associated with using volunteers.  EPA Region 3 sent a letter to the USCG regarding the liability issues that are raised with using volunteers.  The EPA Regional Counsel reported that EPA could not use volunteers on a response.  Will On-Scene Coordinator (OSCs) be represented in a court of law if there is a lawsuit for a volunteer that gets hurt or damages property?  
Mr. Ormes will follow-up with Lt. Wirth to make sure the letter is addressed.  Can the Executive Committee obtain an advanced copy of the Draft NRT Use of Volunteers Technical Assistance Document (TAD), before it is sent to all RRT members?  Perhaps some issues can be addressed now, rather than after the RRT review. This document will be finalized in Summer 2009.
Information Management Workgroup – Ms. Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA)
Nothing to report.  Ms. Pomerantz was not present.    

NRDA Workgroup – Mr. Ben Anderson (DNREC)
Nothing to report.  Mr. Frank Csulak provided a presentation on the need for Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique (SCAT) certification/training, and provided presentations on biofuels.
Inland Area Committee Meeting – Mr. Steve Jarvela (EPA)
The Inland Area Committee coordinated a Government-led National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP) exercise on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 on the Elizabeth River area.  The exercise scenario involved coordinating a response for three local jurisdictions followed by a debrief on Wednesday morning May 13, 2009, by the participants of the response jurisdictions.  The scenario was a transportation accident that resulted in releasing biofuels into the Elizabeth River.  The exercise was an overall success.  Benefits of coordinating multiple planning documents within the region/area were identified.  Perhaps the RRT will try to incorporate similar format exercises/drills into future meetings.  Getting RRT members to interact with the local responders helped to encourage dialogue.  Regional/HQ experts were also brought in to provide training on biofuels to the Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs).  A suggestion was made to utilize the Homeland Security and Exercise Evaluation Program (HSEEP) in future exercises.  Mr. Jarvela will bring to National Inland Area Workgroup as an idea to pursue.  

Mr. Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), stated that the exercise was advertised as an Inland Area EPA Exercise.  However, the exercise was actually conducted within the coastal zone, where NOAA could have provided support on threatened and endangered species, shorelines, etc.  For future exercises, NOAA would like to be involved.  

Mr. Mike Chesik thought the exercise went well, and it played out better than a typical table-top exercise.  Ground-truthing with visits to the Fire Departments, LEPCs, and other local responders was a valuable component of the exercise.

For the After Action Report, Mr. Carney would like further discussion on the RRT interactions with LEPC and how this interaction can be further utilized.  The Area Committee should be involving communities in exercises and meetings.  Local agency representatives should be invited to RRT meetings.  
2010 RRT III Meeting Ballot 
A meeting ballot will be submitted to the RRT membership on Thursday, May 14, 2009, during the Standing meeting.  The ballot will be used to vote on dates and locations of 2010 RRT III meetings.  Mr. Ormes will double check to ensure that there are no spills of national significance (SONS) exercises in May 2010 that may draw a significant number of the RRT membership out of town.
Revised CGD5 and EPA Region III Boundaries MOA 

The Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is awaiting signature from Rear Admiral Fred Rosa and Mr. William Early, Acting EPA Regional Administrator, for the reverting of the USCG sector boundaries in Maryland and Virginia (the division between Sector Baltimore and Sector Hampton Roads).  One boundary line change is in the Philadelphia area.  The previous boundary line was at the I-95 bridge over Schuylkill River.  The new boundary line will separate EPA and USCG at the Schuylkill River Dam.  EPA’s GIS representative has all of the information for drafting the graphics for this MOA. 
Status of Incident of National Significance (INS) Planning

Mr. Carney would still like to have the States identify one representative to meet/coordinate with EPA on the INS planning.  Mr. Charlie Fitzsimmons, EPA OSC, will represent the Washington, DC area.  Representatives from Pennsylvania, Delaware and Virginia are needed.  A meeting time and location will be determined in the future.  
West Virginia Security Sensitive Information (SSI) Issue Requesting NRT Endorsement 

Mr. Mike Dorsey has asked for RRT 3 assistance to facilitate the NRT to provide clarification on the release of SSI information to a regulatory agency (e.g., state and local) from a facility that is regulated under the Maritime Transportation and Security Act (MTSA).  The facility, claiming SSI status on the requested information, required USCG to conduct a review of the information to determine the ability to release the information to the state; this review process took several months.  This delay affected a state’s regulatory decision.  What opportunities are there for states/local agencies to get direct information from USCG on MTSA SSI information?  This is the first time in the US when a facility has used the SSI status in an effort to circumvent a state’s regulatory authority.  The RRT Co-chairs will draft a letter to forward this request up to the NRT for further clarification.
RRT 2/ 3 / 5 Meeting in Great Lakes
Ms. Linda Baines reported that RRT Regions 2, 3, and 5 will come together to discuss Great Lakes issues.  A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23, 2009 (tentative) in Erie, Pennsylvania.  The Co-chairs and RRT Coordinators from each of the three Regions will be attending (as schedules allow).  Mr. Carney will be the Region 3 representative at that meeting.  Natural Resource Trustees (NOAA) will also be in attendance.  Two EPA OSCs from the Northwestern Pennsylvania area will attend and support any follow-up work.   
Next RRT III Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for September 15-17, 2009, at the Eisenhower Hotel and Conference Center in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (http://www.eisenhower.com/).  Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1530.
