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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 14, 2008
0830 - 1040
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) for Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
AGENDA:

· PRESENTATION – Sharks and Sturgeons Impacted by Dispersant Use in Bays and Coastal Water – Dr. DeWayne Fox, Delaware State University
MEETING NOTES:

Alan Williams was called away for an emergency response.  Kevin Boyd opened the meeting, welcomed everyone, and introduced Dr. Fox.  
PRESENTATION – Sharks and Sturgeons Impacted by Dispersant Use in Bays and Coastal Waters – Dr. DeWayne Fox, Delaware State University
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Dr. Fox at dfox@descu.edu or (302) 857-6436.
Dr. Fox provided the membership an overview on the Atlantic sturgeon (anadromous) and sandtiger sharks in the Delaware Bay.  Dr. Fox has conducted capture/recapture and acoustic tagging studies of various fish species and is instituting similar horseshoe crab studies this year. He briefly touched on the short-nosed sturgeon (remain in the river/bay system) that are in the Delaware Bay.  

Dr. Fox summarized the life characteristics, history of the species and fishing pressures that have affected these species.  The Atlantic sturgeon is currently being evaluated for an endangered species designation within the mid-Atlantic area and there are several specific areas that provide critical habitat (breeding, nursery, and feeding) for the Atlantic sturgeon and the sandtiger sharks.  The Atlantic sturgeon critical habitats are known to be in upper reaches of the Delaware River while the sandtiger shark’s critical habitats are in the southern portions of the Delaware Bay, near Lewes, Delaware.    

Dr. Fox discussed the significant issues associated with each of these species and how spill response, decision-making, and response planning that may affect these species during a spill response in the Delaware Bay.   He answered many questions following his stimulating and informative presentation.  We look forward to having Dr. Fox back again in the future. 
The Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting adjourned at 1040.

