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REGION III STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
May 15, 2008
0830 to 1230
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS
Region III - Dennis Carney, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Gerald Heston (Alternate), EPA, & Captain Quain Kahler, US Coast Guard (USCG) D5, David Ormes (Alternate), USCG D5
AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to Delaware
· Use of Robotics during a railcar Incident

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· New Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
· Presentations

· PRESENTATION:  U.S. National High Frequency Radars:  Potential Uses for Oil Spill Response

· PRESENTATION:  USCG Deployable Operations Groups (DOG) Response Capabilities
· PRESENTATION:  DE National Guard 31st Civil Support Team (CST) Update

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· Delaware
· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) Navy/Army

· Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)

· United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)
· Department of Energy (DOE)
· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· FEMA – National Response Framework (NRF) Update

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

· DOT 

· OSHA Hurricane E-Matrix

· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)
· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)
· Sector North Carolina (Coastal NC Area Committee)
· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· Next meeting in September 16 - 18, 2008 (tentative) in Pittsburgh, PA (tentative)
· NRT/RRT Co-chairs Meeting, June 10-12, 2008 in Tacoma, Washington
· Region IV RRT Meeting will be held August 12-14, 2008 in Charleston, South Carolina
· October 26 – 29, 2008, EPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention & Hazmat Spills Conference in Richmond, VA.
MEETING NOTES:

The RRT co-chairs and Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks.  Workgroups meetings were great this time; speakers were excellent.  Everyone was asked to introduce themselves stated their agency / affiliation.
· Welcome to Rehoboth Beach, DE.  
Mr. Jamie Turner, Director of DE Emergency Management Agency (DEMA)
Mr. Turner welcomed everyone to Delaware.  On behalf of the State of Delaware and the DEMA, welcome to Rehoboth Beach.  

PRESENTATION – Use of Robotics during a Railcar Incident – Jamie Bethard, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) Emergency Response 
Cancelled.
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Baines, USCG D5

Welcome and thank you for your participation in these meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  The tour on Tuesday to Cape Henlopen State Park was excellent.  Thanks to Ben Anderson for making arrangements for this excursion.
· The next Region III RRT meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 16 - 18, 2008 in Pittsburgh, PA.  We may need to shift the date or possibly the meeting location.  More information will be forthcoming in the near future. 
· Survey for 2009 RRT 3 meeting locations and meeting schedule was passes out to the membership for their votes.  

PRESENTATION – New FEMA – Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA
Cancelled.
PRESENTATION – U.S. National High Frequency Radars:  Potential Uses for Oil Spill Response – Dr. Bruce Lipphardt, Jr., University of Delaware, College of Marine and Earth Studies / MACOORA (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association)
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Dr. Lipphardt at brucel@udel.edu or (302) 831-6836.
Dr. Lipphardt provided the membership with an overview of the High Frequency (HF) radars (3-30 MHz) being used in the US to manage and distribute in near-real time information on ocean surface currents measured by a distributed network of shore-based HF radar systems.   HFRNet provides reliable data telemetry, archiving, and integrated processing for a growing list of near real-time products in a scaleable manner for a growing user community supported by the Integrated Ocean Observing System.  Dr. Lipphardt also explained the innate variability of the results as impacted by real time weather and wind fields.  This can be an effective real time tool for spill response as a new predictive tool.  Dr. Lipphardt demonstrated the results from two simultaneous oil spills that start out overlapping, then predicted to take vastly different paths depending on the data used in their predicted trajectories (hourly currents vs. 40-hour mean currents).  For more information on this topic, go to: http://cordc.ucsd.edu/projects/mapping.  Other websites associated with this work include:  http://ioos.noaa.gov/; and www.macoora.org.  
PRESENTATION – USCG Deployable Operations Group (DOG) Response Capabilities - CDR Joseph Gleason, USCG DOG
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact CDR Joe Gleason at or (202) 365-4287.
CDR Gleason provided the membership with an overview of the newly formed USCG Deployable Operations Group (DOG) for District 5/7.  This Group was established as a single command authority to rapidly provide the Coast Guard, DHS, DOD, DOJ, and other inter-agency operational partners with an adaptive force packages drawn from the USCG’s Deployable specialized force units.  The DOG provides a properly equipped, trained, and organized deployable specialized forces to USCG and DHS and other agency partners and tactical commanders.  They are ready to deploy throughout the nation and the world in support of national interests and requirements as tailored and integrated force packages.  
The DOG consists of 27 Coast Guard units that are primarily law enforcement, tactical and port security units.  Deployable specialized forces are comprised of approximately 3,000 Coast Guard personnel from 12 Maritime Safety and Security Teams, the Maritime Security Response Team, two Tactical Law Enforcement Teams, eight Port Security Units, three National Strike Teams and the National Strike Force Coordination Center.

PRESENTATION – DE National Guard 31st Civil Support Team (CST) Update – Major Bradford Knight, II, Commander, DE National Guard 31st CST
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Major Brad Knight, II at 302-326-7565.

Major Knight provided the membership with an overview of the 31st Civil Support Team (CST).  The 31st Civil Support Detachment based in Delaware City is tasked with helping protect the community from the results of terrorist attack. The three-year-old unit is mandated to assist state and federal domestic terrorism consequence management efforts.  He summarized the CST organization and the coordination between the Army and Air National Guards within the CST.  The CST is federally resourced, federally trained and federally evaluated, and they operate under federal doctrine. But they perform their mission primarily under the command and control of the Governor of the state.  They are state assets.  Operationally, they fall under the command and control of the adjutant generals of those states.  As a result, they are available to respond to an incident as part of a state response, well before federal response assets would be called upon to provide assistance.  The CST is only deployed within the continental US.  
If the situation were to evolve into an event that overwhelmed state and local response assets, the Governor can request the President issue a declaration of national disaster and provide federal assistance.  At that point, the CST would continue to support local officials in their state status.  CST units do not have any counterterrorism capability or mandate.  They are involved exclusively in consequence management activities.  The CST will link with the consequence managers in their jurisdictions.  If federalized, the CST will fall under the operational command and control of the Joint Task Force-Civil Support.  Although it has no standing forces, the Joint Task Force will respond to requests for assistance from the FEMA for the purposes of domestic Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) consequence management support.
Major Knight provided an overview of the Ricin incident that occurred in Las Vegas, Nevada during February 2008, and the contributions of the local CST during the incident.   

AWARDS and RECOGNITIONS:
Captain Quain Kahler is retiring as of July 1, 2008.  As a thank you from the Region III for serving as our RRT Co-Chair, a Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to him.  Our new Region III RRT Co-Chair is coming to District 5 from Air Station Elizabeth City, NC.  Captain Kahler told the membership that the USCG places a significant importance on the RRT and their actions around the nation.  USCG FOSCs don’t really appreciate the RRT until they have an incident.  The RRT serves a major role and is greatly appreciated for all of your efforts and assistance over the years.  Thank you.
Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee met yesterday and the following summarizes the issues to be addressed by the RRT membership:

1. We authorized the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup to review a number of our policies that have been in place since early 1990s.  We need to review and determine if the policies have withstood the test of time; whether they are still applicable, and conduct any updates necessary and resubmit to the Executive Committee for adoption by this RRT.

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
DELAWARE 
Delaware DNREC – Water, Ben Anderson
1. Until 4 days ago, there was nothing to report.  On Sunday, May 11, a Nor’easter came through the area and resulted in a significant wind / water event in Delaware.  An evacuation effort was conducted over the weekend for low lying areas within the three counties with the help of the National Guard.  Many of our people (DNREC) are still responding to the widespread impacts throughout the area.
2. During the event, a research vessel/ barge casualty occurred.  The 2 crew were removed via airlift; one fatality resulted.  The barge eventually ran aground in Bethany Beach, DE.   DNREC and USCG are currently trying to float the barge off the beach today and working with a salvage company to remove the remaining petroleum products on board and contaminated soil/sand.  

 

DEMA – Arthur Paul

1. Delaware recently held their first hazardous materials (HAZMAT) training exercise and conference on April 4-5, 2008 that included 4 Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs), DEMA, NCREC, Fire schools, and CST.  The conference provided a great opportunity for team building and networking.  Emergency Medical Services (EMS) training was also conducted.
MARYLAND – Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
Not Present.
PENNSYLVANIA – Tom Murray, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) for Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP)
Kerry Leib expressed his regrets for not being here. 
1. Mr. Murray reported that a number of exploratory drilling efforts are initiating in the eastern counties of Pennsylvania due to the rising cost of gasoline.  PADEP has responded to several incidents due to the runoff from chemicals and products used for drilling.  The run-off is making its way into underground and surface waterways.  

2. In September, Pennsylvania will hold a training conference for our LEPCs.  PADEP is concerned with the turnover rate in our LEPC memberships; we are losing focus on roles and responsibilities in the state at the LEPC level due to employee turnover.  This conference is designed to re-energize the LEPCs with help with EPA and PEMA.

VIRGINIA

VA Department of Emergency Management (DEM) – Not present
VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) – Not present 
WEST VIRGINIA – Rusty Joins, WV Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
1. On May 1st, WV DEP responded to a fire and explosion in Marion County (North Central WV) due to the capping of an abandoned or no longer active gas/oil well.  The explosion occurred at a residence near the capped well.  This well capping was conducted prior to some underground mining in the area.  The fire was the result of several events, the capping off of the well, the underground mining, etc.  Additionally, a flash fire occurred in a neighbor’s garage;  this fire was also related to the well capping.  WV DEP wanted to bring this occurrence to the membership’s attention.  Other states may also have this type of activity (well capping preceding underground mining efforts) and need to be aware of this potential fire / explosion incident.  
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA – DC HS & EMA 

Not Present.
AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Site Safety Coordinator (SSC) 
1. Not much to report.  The following is a list of future training activities that NOAA will take part in:
1. May 20-21 – NOAA with the Atlantic Strike Team (AST) will sponsor a Shoreline Countermeasures Assessment Team (SCAT) class to be held at  Island State Park, NJ – class is full.
2. June 7-8 – NOAA with AST will conduct a second SCAT training for USCG reserves for Sector Delaware – class is full.
3. May 29th – NOAA will participate in Sector Baltimore’s Hurricane exercise.
4. Week of July 14th (tentative) – NOAA will participate in SCAT training in Wilmington, NC. Proposed topics include some SCAT training, Places of Refuge, Marine Mammals, CAMEO, NRDA, SSC Roles and Responsibilities.
5. September – NOAA has proposed another “Science of Spills” training class for VA DEQ (the training will not coincide with RRT meeting).
DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI - Region III
1. The National Parks Service (NPS) has been working on an NPS template to prepare and incorporate as an annex for all USCG and EPA Area Contingency Plans (ACPs).   The first of these annexes was developed for the MSU Savannah, Georgia.  Mr. Chezik has reviewed this annex and thinks it will be a good addition to our local ACPs.  Each NPS annex will identify all park units, points of contact, sensitive resources, available mapping, recommended staging areas, and other information for NPS resources.  These Annexes should eventually be included in your ACPs.
2. On April 21st, several national Wildlife Refuge Managers met with the Captain of the Port (COTP) of Sector Delaware Bay to discuss the sharing of resources during situations where a spill incident may affect a National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).  During this effort, an old Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between US Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) and the USCG was revisited.  The MOU allows for the utilization of refuge facilities for an incident command post (ICP), storage, and wildlife recovery and rehab / staging areas.  Mr. Chezik is working on developing a matrix on the refuges in DE, NJ, and PA and will likely expand his efforts to include WV, MD, and DC so that the responders will know that when a spill is threatening a refuge facility, there is some sense of what the refuge can offer to USCG and EPA in support of the response.

3. DOI participated in the Hurricane Exercise earlier this month.  This was a good exercise from DOI’s standpoint.  The Regional Response Coordination Center (RRCC) was activated in FEMA Region III.  DOI was involved under Emergency Support Function (ESF)#11 – Food and Natural Resources.  However, ESF#11 was never activated, but had many tasks implemented (e.g., protect Mt. Vernon, etc.).  Conversely, ESF#10 was activated, but DOI was never tasked with any mission assignments.  
ATSDR – Lora Werner (Region III) 
1. ATSDR has recently been active in responding to incidents involving lead, arsenic, TCE and other hazardous chemicals.  We will be involved in the arsenic response that is currently underway at a local high school within the District.
2. We are planning a children’s environmental health event with George Washington University in September in Philadelphia in coordination with local pediatricians.
FEMA/DHS Region III – Catherine Pomerantz

1. FEMA has participated in many exercises since January.  
2. We have been conducting training within the Region, including the ESF#10 Watchstander training.
3. FEMA is expanding our GAP Analysis to include the two states that are not coastal (PA and WV).
4. The National Response Framework (NRF) roll-out continues and we are continuing to work with Anti-Terrorism Advisory Committees (ATAC) Fusion Centers.
5. FEMA has new independent study – IS-800B available. Go to http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS800b.asp for more information.
6. FEMA has Watchstanders in place 24/7 at the Regional Response Center (RRC).
7. Transitioning to 24/7 Operations Center and Regional ALERT Team.
8. FEMA continues to conduct hiring at the national and regional levels.  Look at GSA jobs website for more information.
GSA –- Maryann Toniazzo

1. GSA Region III has been in exercise, planning and training mode.  We have been an active participant in the full-scale national Multi-agency COOP exercise (Eagle Horizon) that was conducted May 7 and 8, 2008 in the Washington, DC area.  All agencies activated their COOP and moved to their alternate sites and conducted round-the-clock operations for 30 hours. Over 100 action items were identified as a result of the exercise. This exercise allowed us many opportunities to review and evaluate the effectiveness of our COOP plans.    
2. On May 5-8, 2008, GSA played in the FEMA Region III Hurricane Preparedness Exercise in Philadelphia, PA.  We staffed the ESF#7 desk at the RRCC.  There were limited action items, but it provided a good networking opportunity.  
3. GSA Region III participated in FEMA’s recent Fuel and Energy workgroup.  FEMA’s recent GAP Analysis and work on the Medical Evacuation Template have demonstrated the need for additional pre-planning to address how we fuel and meet our energy requirements.  The Group is looking at resources options to fill the gap.
4. On April 2, 2008, GSA partnered with the Philadelphia Federal Executive Board (FEB) and FEMA to conduct a full scale Interagency COOP exercise called Liberty Down ’08.  Representatives from 58 local, state, federal, and private agencies participated in this day long event.  Over 50 GSA responders deployed and played in this exercise.

5. GSA Region III provided informational material on GSA resources in handouts to the membership.  Topics include a new Courthouse in Newport News, Virginia and how schools will be receiving excess government issued computers.  To receive a copy or more information about any of the handouts, please contact Maryann Toniazzo at maryann.toniazzo@gsa.gov. 
DOD - U.S. Navy – Bill McGowan, Interim Navy On-Scene Commander (NOSC)
Not Present.
USACE – Mickey Mulvenna

1. The USACE was activated during the Hurricane Exercise earlier this month under ESF#3. 
2. The Philadelphia District hopper dredge McFarland had a spill in the Delaware River outside of Philadelphia back in December 2007.  The After Action Report (AAR) is out and as a result, all Philadelphia District vessels now have a new vessel response plan (VRP) and new response contractor.  

3. Ms. Mulvenna volunteered as a non-voting member on the Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee (DRBOSAC) – she is awaiting confirmation from the USCG Headquarters on her participation in this committee.
4. The Philadelphia District is going to have a Change of Command on 25 June, 2008 at Union League in Philadelphia, PA.  Outgoing will be LTC Gwen Baker and her replacement is LTC Tom Tickner. 
5. Ms. Mulvenna briefed ESF#3 (Water / Wastewater Infrastructure / Marine Debris issues) during the April 2008 ESF#10 Watchstander training.  

6. Ms. Mulvenna served as the ESF#3 team leader at FEMA III RRCC for the national level exercise (NLE) 08 and Hurricane exercise.

7. The USACE has a new National Corps of Engineers Emergency Response Portal (CEERP) www.englink.usace.army.mil.  In this response portal, there is information on the Corps mission for ESF#3 and other the NRF.  Please review this site and the information contained within.  This includes hurricane modeling for local and state agencies.

USDA – Kurt Gernerd
Not Present. 

USDOT / PHMSA – Alex Dankanich, PHMSA 
1. The National Pipeline mapping system is available on line.  This website provides information on the location of interstate transmission pipelines.  Go to http://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov, for more information.  Alternative access sites are also available from:  www.NPMS.dot.gov; or www.PHMSA.dot.gov.   
2. Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is an issue that we will all need to address in the coming years.  There will be an estimated 20-30% increase in energy demands in the US by 2030.  In order to meet those demands, agencies are looking to natural gas.  We can import natural gas in its liquefied form (economical).  PHMSA is getting requests to evaluate off-shore LNG regasification sites – two are proposed in Region III: 

· The BP Crown Landing site in Glouchester County, NJ is also looking at offshore sites approximately 30 miles off the New Jersey shoreline.  This re-gasification facility would need to tie into the existing pipeline system on shore.  This project is not expected to materialize.  
· The proposed Sparrows Point LNG facility at old Bethlehem Steel plant in Baltimore, MD.  This facility appears to be a good location because it is already a dredged area.  If the project is initiated, it would also have to tie into the pipeline.

DHS/PSA– Ray Hanna – PSA (MD and DE)
1. Participated in many exercises since January.  Most recently, the DHS/ National Level Exercise (NLE).  Several States in Region III participated in the NLE including Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC.  PSA’s reached out to these state infrastructures to determine their status during the exercise to ensure that the critical infrastructure was being addressed and contained.
2. The National Integration Center (NIC) sent an email to all PSAs that the National Infrastructure Security Coordination Centre (NISCC) has developed eleven executive summaries of all the models of where the different likely scenarios will impact around the US.  The Mid-Atlantic region is targeted for hurricanes.  The DHS infrastructure protection program participated in a national COOP exercise.  Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania played in this exercise.  The executive summaries are available on the Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN), however, if you do not have an HSIN account, contact Ray Hanna Ray.Hanna@dhs.gov or Debbie Scholz dscholz@seaconsulting.com.  
3. Upcoming events rated as Homeland Security Special Events (HSSE) include:
· Preakness Race will take place in Baltimore this weekend.  There will be CST involvement for monitoring the event.
· End of May, Delaware has a NASCAR Race scheduled.  
· July 4 – Baltimore Fireworks event.  Heavy Maryland CST involvement

· August – DHS vulnerability assessment at a racetrack, casino and hotel.  

· Indianapolis 500 - Region VIII will hold a full scale table top exercise.

4. There are several Presidential conventions that have been designated as National Special Security Events (NSSE), including:

· Democratic National Convention (DNC) – Denver, August 25-28, 2008;  
· Republican National Convention (RNC) – Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota September 1 -4.
Since the conventions will be designated as NSSEs, the U.S. Secret Service will be the “Lead Agency for Security Planning Agency, the FBI will be the “Lead Agency for Intelligence Planning” and FEMA will be the “Lead Agency for Consequence Management.”  Both events will be provided with Principal Federal Officials (PFOs), but no Federal Coordinating Officers (FCOs).  
DOE – Steve Johnson

Not Present. 
DOJ – Bob Brook
Not Present.
OSHA / DOL – James Johnston 
1. Nick DeJesse sends his regards and best wishes to the membership after his recent job change in OSHA.
2. OSHA Region III has not been particularly active in recent months.  They participated in the regional COOP plan exercise in Philadelphia in April 2008.
PRESENTATION: OSHA Hurricane E-Matrix – James Johnston, OSHA
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact James Johnston at Johnston.james@dol.gov or (215) 861-4923.
Mr. Johnston provided a summary of the OSHA Hazard Exposure and Risk Assessment Matrix relative to the Hurricane eMatrix.  This eMatrix is the result of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma.  The eMatrix was built from the sampling plans developed during these events and was reviewed by many of the other agencies involved in these events.  There is a web product available from the OSHA website (http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/hurricane/index.html); hardcopies can also be ordered.
The eMatrix provides information on the monitoring tests available and general recommendations for all workers, work practices, and workzone safety.  The eMatrix provides guidance on response and recovery issues that workers will face following a hurricane or other similar natural disaster, such as downed power lines, downed trees, and high volumes of construction debris, while performing an otherwise familiar task/operation.

In this eMatrix, OSHA provides information on many of the most common and significant additional hazards that response and recovery workers might encounter when working in an area recently devastated by a hurricane (i.e., noise hazards, silica from grinding/sanding debris).  This Matrix highlights a number of tasks and operations associated with disaster response and recovery.  The Matrix is designed to help employers make decisions during their risk assessment that will protect their employees working in hurricane-impacted areas.
FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports):
Region III – Bill Stuteville, EPA Homeland Security Coordinator

1. Mr. Stuteville serves as the newly appointed Region III EPA’s Homeland Security Coordinator for the Philadelphia office. This is a new position within EPA.  We are continuing to learn and refine their roles and responsibilities with this position.  

2. July 9-10, 2008 the EPA office in Philadelphia, Office of Research and Development will conduct a homeland security (HS) technology workshop.  The EPA will invite other RRT agencies to participate and register for this workshop.  We will also be working with Water Utilities for this workshop. 

3. We are developing a list of the available environmental response network labs (public and private) around the country to assist in data analyses during a disaster. 

4. We will be working with the RadNet and Biowatch programs.  RadNet is a national network of monitoring stations that regularly collect air, precipitation, drinking water, and milk samples for analysis of radioactivity. The RadNet network, which has stations in each State, has been used to track environmental releases of radioactivity from nuclear weapons tests and nuclear accidents. 
5. Currently, EPA Region III has 28-29 OSCs available for emergency response.  The EPA HS Coordinator will be working to develop a response support core within the region (up to 150 individuals) who are general technical or administrative specialists that can be tapped in the event of a terrorism or natural disaster.  This will be a very robust program.

6. Group planning for significant events – the EPA wants to be able to address 5 incidents happening around the country simultaneously.  Through recent exercise participation and play, they have identified the people and resources EPA needs to accomplish this goal.

7. EPA Regions III, IV, and V will take part in the national radiation dirty bomb exercise (Aerosol anthrax) in late 2009 in the District.  This exercise will focus on ESF#10 responsibilities.  

Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – Senior Chief Tom Trumbauer
1. Sector Baltimore has been very quiet in recent months.  WE have had several groundings but thankfully, no spill events.  

2. We will have a Joint Field training on May 27-29, 2008.
Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – LT Bill McKinstry 

1. Recent incidents/responses include:

· F/V Shirley Jean – March 4, 2008; 2,500 gallons of oily bilge water was released; the fishing vessel was structurally unsound.
· F/V Star 2 grounded in Wildwood Crest, NJ – March 8, 2008.
· A brush fire occurred at Pier 54 in Philadelphia on March 17, 2008 (St. Patrick’s Day).  The fire was right next to Sector Delaware Bay offices.
· F/V Emily Jayne – March 21, 2008 was actively discharging fuel in to the water at Lewes, Delaware.
· On March 25, 2008, we responded to a JP-1 fuel spill at the Philadelphia International Airport.  Approximately 200 gallons of jet fuel was released into storm drains that lead directly into the Schuylkill River.
· P/C All In, a 25 foot pleasure craft, exploded and sank at Pier 12 in Philadelphia.  Approximately 55 gallons of gasoline was discharged under the Ben Franklin Bridge.
· Conducted a government-initiated unannounced drill at the ConocoPhillips Facility in Marcus Hook, PA.
· We responded to the R/V Russell Peterson on May 12, 2008 during the recent Nor’easter.  This was a search and rescue (SAR) case with one injury and one fatality.  The Russell Peterson had 2,000 gal of fuel on board, and eventually came ashore at Bethany Beach, DE.
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – CDR Zach Pickett

1. Statistics for Hampton Roads:  in 2008, we have had 39 spill reports; this is a 17% decrease from last year.  However, the amount of oil spilled averaged 668 gallons; this is a 47% increase in average spill volume. 

2. Conducted a transfer monitor a week to ensure pollution prevention regulations were being upheld.  Good news, only two violations were issued.
3. The Hampton Roads Area Committee (AC) meeting was held on May 1, 2008.  The AC meeting was hosted by Old Dominion University and the Center for Coastal Physical Oceanography.  We had a good turnout where we discussed topics that included the NRF, and a Places of Refuge presentation by Gary Ott (former NOAA).  Overall, regarding Places of Refuge, repeatable and defendable decisions are needed.  
4. Cosco Busan Lessons Learned – The Sector is evaluating our Area Contingency Plan (ACP) relative to the Cosco Busan spill.  We have asked our AC to review the ACP to ensure that the lessons learned are evaluated to ensure that we are up to speed.  So far, we have received good participation in this review of the ACP.  The use of volunteers is an issue that has still not been resolved.  We are looking to the USCG’s Homeport for additional assistance/guidance for this need.
Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) - Captain Scott Ferguson 
Not present.
Sector Ohio Valley - Captain Hung Nguyen
Not Present.
MSU Huntington 
Not Present.
MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee) – (MST Tom Agzigian)
1. Nothing to report.
MSU Pittsburgh – not present
Not Present. 
MSU Wilmington – LCDR Derek Dotsie
1. Wilmington and Sector North Carolina recently conducted a PREP exercise, the 3rd week in April.  We met our objectives during this exercise.  It was a very robust exercise.  Many thanks goes out to all of the participants.  We identified lessons learned and an AAR will be forthcoming.  The location of the EOC was excellent in Hanover County.  The Pre-training was invaluable (ICS 320) for all USCG and players prior to the exercise.  Homeport notifications were an issue.
2. The USS North Carolina commissioning ceremony, May 3, 2008 in Wilmington, NC – the USCG’s Marine Safety and Security Team (MSST) from Miami was brought in to help with the commissioning.  We used ICS in limited fashion for security purposes during this event.  We worked with the city of Wilmington, the Navy, and DoD.  

3. Hurricane Exercise – major lesson learned was the need to step up on the Marine Transportation systems recovery unit.  A new Atlantic Area Instruction (LANTAREAINST 16001.1A) instruction dated April 2, 2008 gives guidance on the Marine Transportation Security Regulation (MTSR) for the Area plan.
4. MSU Wilmington has responded to several pollution incidents, including several pleasure craft fueling accidents (3); 1 deep draft vessel (M/V Geyser) soft patch on cargo tank leaked fuel oil into container hold that resulted in 11 containers on board being impacted.  
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT
Thank you for attending this week.  The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled tentatively for September 16-18, 2008 in Pittsburgh, PA and we will get additional information to you as soon as we have hotel arrangements finalized.  Hope to see you all there.
Next Meeting in 2008 

September – Pittsburgh, PA – Sept. 16-18th 2008; may need to be relocated or rescheduled due to extensive conflicts within the area.  Harrisburg, PA is the secondary location.  Linda Baines will forward information as soon as the date and location are finalized.
Meetings for 2009 based on RRT Vote:
January 27-29, 2009 – Towson, MD 
May 19-21, 2009  – Virginia Beach, VA
September 15-17, 2009 – Gettysburg, PA or Williamsburg, VA (tie)
The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1230.

Websites for the RRT

RRT III Website Address: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm
RCP homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html
FEMA NRF Website:       http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf 
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