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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 14, 2008
1000 - 1115
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
AGENDA:

· Introduction and Welcome
· Product Selection Guide update
· PRESENTATION – Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) Roles and Responsibilities – Linda Ziegler, EPA, Facility Response Plan (FRP) Coordinator
· PRESENTATION – Environmental Response Management Applications (ERMA) – 
Dr. Nancy Kinner, Coastal Response Research Center
HANDOUT:

· Oil Spill Removal Organization tri-fold brochure
· Oil Spill Removal Organization Presentation 

· Oil & Prevention Branch Outreach Presentation Evaluation / Survey

· ERMA Presentation

· Coastal Response Research Center at the University of New Hampshire handout

· ERMA – Environmental Response Management Application – Coastal Response Research Center handout

· New in 2008 – Development of a Predictive Bayesian Data-derived Multi-modal Gaussian Maximum-Likelihood Model of Sunken Oil Mass handout

· New in 2008 – Guidance for Dispersant Decision Making:  Potential for Impacts on Aquatic Biota handout

· New in 2008 – Social Disruption from Oil Spills and Spill Response: Characterizing Effects, Vulnerabilities, and the Adequacy of Existing Data to Inform Decision-making handout

· New In 2008 – Investigation of Physical and Chemical Causes of Heavy Oil Submergence handout

MEETING NOTES:

Kevin Boyd welcomed the participants.   He briefly summarized the status of the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup projects and ongoing efforts.  

· Selection Guide - In general, the Selection Guide is updated with new information; we are still awaiting information from many of the vendors.  However, the information on each product that is available on the EPA oil spill website (http://www.epa.gov/oilspill) has already been updated in the document.  Efforts are underway by the National Response Team (NRT) Science and Technology (S&T) Committee to develop a national online interactive version of the Selection Guide to simplify decision-making for the products and technologies addressed in the document.
PRESENTATION – OSRO Roles and Responsibilities – Ms. Linda Ziegler, EPA
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on Spill Prevention, Control, and Counter-measures (SPCC) inspections, please feel free to contact Linda Ziegler at Ziegler.Linda@epa.gov or 215-814-3293.
Ms. Ziegler provided the membership with an overview of Oil Spill Response Organizations (OSRO) roles and responsibilities for facility response planning.  Ms. Ziegler is the FRP Reviewer for EPA in Region III.  Under the National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP), non-transportation related (NTR) facilities that are identified as substantial harm facilities must also meet the training, exercise and drill schedules and this includes OSRO responders that are named in the plans and are part of a facility’s response capabilities.  The OSRO must have intimate knowledge of the facility and the capabilities and needs for response.  She specifically addressed the Equipment Deployment Exercises (EDE) and expectations for these contractors relative to the facility, weather, etc. 
PRESENTATION – Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA) – Dr. Nancy Kinner, Coastal Response Research Center
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, contact Dr. Kinner at nancy.kinner@unh.edu or (603) 862-1422.  The Coastal Response Research Center can be accessed at www.crrc.unh.edu. 
Dr. Kinner’s presentation was on ERMA (the Environmental Response Management Application) from the Univ. of New Hampshire’s Coastal Response Research Center.  She summarized the efforts and research that has been underway since the Center’s inception in 2004.  This includes new approaches to spill response and restoration through research/synthesis of information to serve as a resource to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the NOAA Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R), EPA, US Coast Guard (USCG), and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).  ERMA is able to import data (that is QC’d by NOAA) and input the data into realtime observations.  To use ERMA https://portsmouthresponse.unh.edu/erma.html, you will need to get an authentication code, there are different levels of security clearances for different users.  Note: Mozilla Firefox is required. 

Dr. Kinner ran a sample oil spill on the ERMA program.  The program provides forecasted oiling along the port, the user can manipulate the data shown on the screen.  Data layers available include resources at risk (marshes, beaches, etc.), shorelines, bird habitats, nesting areas, etc.  ERMA can be developed for other areas for a cost, you would need to get the datasets you want to use.     
This meeting was adjourned at 1115. 

