NRF Training and Roundtable

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 13, 2008

Page 3 of 3 


National Response Framework (NRF) Training & Roundtable Discussion
Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 13, 2008
1330 - 1445
AGENDA:

· PRESENTATION – The National Response Framework Update - Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
· PRESENATATION – Emergency Support Function (ESF)-10 Hazardous Household Waste - Kevin Boyd, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
· PRESENTATION – ESF-3, US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) Changes and Updates relative to the NRF – Mickey Mulvenna, USACE

· PRESENTATION – ESF-10 changes / updates – Dave Ormes, D5 US Coast Guard (USCG) 

HANDOUTS:

· Homeland Security – NRF Fact Sheet
· ESF-10 Household Hazardous Waste presentation
MEETING NOTES:

Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all participants.  
PRESENTATION – The National Response Framework – Update – Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA (handout)
Ms. Pomerantz provided a summary of the NRF as it has been updated for the membership; http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf/.  She highlighted the changes and protocols associated with this framework and how it will affect the membership for a response.  This included a review of some of the federal officials, state and local officials, and a clarification of their roles/responsibilities.  For example, a Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO) is always a FEMA employee (only Stafford Act incidents).    
Additionally, there is significant emphasis on having individuals and households being more prepared, private sector industries, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), etc.  Most of the critical infrastructure is in the hands of private sector – we need to work together and partnering what we need to do with them.  FEMA has developed several webpages for industry, families, children, etc. as part of the Get Ready program, available from:  http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/.
In general, the following items are the changes that most directly affect a Regional Response Team (RRT):

· “Incidents of National Significance” (INS) is no longer a term present in the NRF.  
· The Annex on Hazmat and Oil Spills was removed, as it was duplicative with Annex 10.
PRESENATATION – ESF-10 Hazardous Household Waste - Kevin Boyd, EPA OSC (Handout) 
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  Mr. Boyd provided the membership with a summary of the hazardous waste response following a hurricane.  He summarized the definition of a solid waste vs. household hazardous waste (HHW).  Any household waste, means any material (including garbage, trash, and sanitary wastes in septic tanks) derived from a household is exempt from this regulation.  Following Hurricane Katrina, EPA developed a wide variety of means to notify the affected population in terms of what they can leave curbside for disposal or to drop off at various stations for HHW stations for collection and segregation prior to disposal. 
PRESENTATION – ESF 3, USACE Changes and Updates relative to the NRF – Mickey Mulvenna, USACE

Ms. Mulvenna provided the membership with an overview of how ESF#3 has changed the way USACE responds to incidents under the NRF. 

Pre-scripted Pollution Removal Funding Authorization (PRFA) with the USCG.  Ms. Mulvenna worked to develop specific PRFA in support of the Federal OSCs (FOSCs) / OSCs by working with Pat Ryan of the National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC) and the USCG Sector Delaware Bay.  Ms. Mulvenna has shared this pre-scripted document with other USCG districts and other USACE districts.    
Additionally, the Philadelphia District of the USACE has an interagency agreement with USCG, Captain of the Port (COTP) Philadelphia, for the use of certain Corps of Engineers’ assets to assist in significant marine incident response.  

Changes for ESF 3 Post-Katrina:
1. FEMA Public Assistance for Drinking Water and Wastewater (federal operations support)

2. Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure / Safety Technical Assistance to State (Technical Assistance) 

3. Drinking Water and Wastewater Safety and Drinking Water and Wastewater System Assessment, Repair, and recovery (Direct Federal Assistance) 

USACE will get mission assignments from FEMA for ESF-3 and subtask from ESF-10.  USACE will activate under one of the three pre-scripted mission assignments listed above.  

Under USCG Pre-Scripted Mission Assignment (PSMA) – ESF#3 – Public Works and Engineering, USACE will assist USCG in keeping federal transit channels (defined as congressionally authorized).  For debris outside of the federal transit channel.  This focuses on “wet debris” (debris outside eligible channels) missions and includes:
· The Operations and Maintenance (O&M) mission of the Corps concerning Federal channels does not change.  Our authorities along with EPA and USCG authorities will be exercised as we have in the past.  USACE will continue to partner with USCG and EPA in the recovery of federally maintained channels.

· Debris outside Federal channels that is considered eligible under the Stafford Act (NRF) will be removed by USACE (ESF#3).  Salvageable vessels (vessels that can be restored to use) will be the responsibility of the USCG.  Vessels that cannot be salvaged or returned to use, and are considered eligible debris, will be the responsibility of the USACE (ESF#3).

· Starting in 2008, USACE will be tasked for all Stafford Act “Wet Debris” operations with the exception of the salvageable vessels mentioned above.  

Also have mission assignments for:

· Contaminated debris,
· Housing, 
· Water / ice, and 
· Commodities 
Additionally, USACE can provide support through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Sector Delaware Bay.

PRESENTATION – ESF-10 changes / updates – Dave Ormes, D5 USCG 

Mr. Ormes provided the membership with the changes relative to the ESF-10 with the NRF.  IN general, the ESFs are a resource management tool.  The changes are relatively minor.  He summarized these changes and how these changes will affect the RRT member agencies.  The only issue is the PSMAs.  USCG has two PSMAs under ESF-10.  
The Meeting was adjourned at 1445 p.m.   

The membership was invited to tour Battery 519 at Cape Henlopen State Park in Lewes, DE.
