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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 14, 2008
1425 - 1515
WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Bennett Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
AGENDA:

· PRESENTATION – 1999 Indian River Power Plant Diesel Spill – NRDA Implications – Chris Pfeifer, ENTRIX, Inc.
MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Mr. Pfeifer.  
PRESENTATION – 1999 Indian River Power Plant Diesel Spill – NRDA Implications – Chris Pfeifer, ENTRIX, Inc.
This presentation is available in its entirety on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  Chris Pfeifer can be contacted at CPfeifer@entrix.com or (302) 395-1919.
Mr. Pfeifer provided the membership with an overview of the NRG Energy’s Indian River Power Plant in Millsboro, Sussex County, Delaware and Delmarva Power’s (Conectiv) 1999 diesel spill originating from an underground fuel oil line and its ultimate response, containment, recovery and restoration.  He provided a summary of the response and remediation that was taken for this incident.  He provided a model showing the subsurface oiling as determined from the monitoring and recovery wells installed and monitored on the property.  In general, it is currently estimated that 75% of the diesel product lost during this incident has been recovered.  Monitoring and recovery continues, but at this point is not cost effective to maintain on a daily basis.  
There were obvious impacts to wildlife, benthic resources (e.g. shellfish) and intertidal wetlands in and along the shoreline. The oil wasn’t the only agent causing impacts to the shoreline – personnel and equipment working directly on response and mitigation impacted the site.  Human health and ecological risk assessments were conducted for the NRDA injury assessment for injury quantification.  Remediation included replanting the intertidal area.  Mr. Pfeifer provided an overview of the steps taken and efforts conducted to rehabilitate the site.  This included a 2007 sediment removal and replacement plan and re-vegetation of the intertidal area.  The compensatory restoration involved a 7 year loss of use for the site.  This was the result of an exhausted screening site for a salt marsh enhancement progress in an alternate site at the James River Ecological Preserve.  It is under long term management by the Center for Inland Bays (http://www.inlandbays.org) and Delmarva Power will initiate this compensator restoration project which will begin in fall 2008.  
The Meeting was adjourned at 1515. 

