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Inland Area Committee Meeting
Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 13, 2008
0830 - 1215
COMMITTEE CHAIR – Steve Jarvela, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
        On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
AGENDA:

· Discussion of the Inland Area Committee Planning (IACP) efforts and other EPA updates that affect this workgroup

· Report outs by OSCs

· PRESENTATION – Introduction to Chemical Reactivity Hazard Management – Mikal Shabazz, EPA
· PRESENTATION – Accidental Release Prevention Overview – Rich Antoff & Jay Brabson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DE DNREC)
· PRESENTATION  - Ohio River Outfall Project & Query Software Demo Fields Group Region V, Ohio River Focus Group – Eric Holbus, EPA Region 5 Field Environmental Decision Support (FIELDS) 
MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Stephen Jarvela welcomed all participants and had them introduce themselves and their agency affiliation.  

1. Environmental Response Team (ERT) manages the EPA OSC website – Access site is at www.epaosc.net/R3IAC.  Most of site is public access, but there is classified information that is available under password protection.  The drinking water intake information is not publically available and is available through a written request (via Freedom of Information Act).  This system will be migrating to an EPA portal within the EPA system – they said that it will be transparent to anyone outside of the system.  At some point, outsiders may be restricted in their access.  This is the only website that EPA has that is outside of the firewall.  

2. The EPA Quickplace website is also available and is a password protected site.  It is difficult to use, but is not impossible if you are outside of the EPA system.  

3. National Area Planning Workgroup – This is one group that Steve is involved with; it has been mostly inactive but has now been revived.  This group is collecting data (historic, natural resource data).  Most of the data is being driven by the Geographic Information System (GIS) and data access.  If you have any ideas / concerns about online access, please contact Steve (Jarvela.Stephen@epa.gov). 

4. In 1993, EPA established model for EPA Area Planning guidance.  This includes two volumes, with the second volume for sub areas.  This model will be revised and refined in the coming year.

5. EPA will be putting out a proposed rule for the National Contingency Plan (NCP) and will incorporate the changes relative to the National Response Framework (NRF) and other National Incident Management System (NIMS) and Department of Homeland Security (DHS) terminology.  When that comes out – Regional Response Team (RRT) members will be getting notice of this electronically.  This provides us with an opportunity to make changes.  Please provide your comments.  

6. EPA budgetary issues – Steve may be in contact with State members to determine what State and Local obstacles have to be addressed relative to planning efforts.  One of the big projects (required) is the Inland Area Exercise – FY 09, a government-led exercise.  Steve is looking for people to get involved (outside of Marjorie Easton’s area).  We will need some assistance in the planning of this Exercise.

7. Agency Fact Sheets – These fact sheets need to be updated for Federal Agency Fact Sheets – Steve will be in contact with you to have you review your agency’s information on the website.
1. EPA OSC Reports:

1. Rich Fetzer (Northeast Pennsylvania)
· NASCAR Race (at Pocono): air monitoring will be conducted this summer; our 5th summer.  You are invited to come and see what they do, contact Mr. Fetzer if you want to be an observer.  Fetzer.Rich@epa.gov or 215-341-6307.  EPA will be establishing Incident Command (IC) (rather than a Multiagency Coordination (MAC) or coordinating committee).  There will be IC, Public Safety Communications (PSC), etc. will be filled.  Each agency will have their reps associated.  EPA, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), Civil Support Team (CST) to provide a Level A entry team, and Locals will be present.  An estimated 150,000-160,000 fans plus support personnel (security, etc.) will be in attendance.  The event provides the opportunity to use and test a lot of response equipment that may otherwise not be used during the year.  
· Region II / III Exercise at the Lehigh Valley Airport – September 2008 after the RRT meeting.  Anyone who wants to participate on this exercise, contact Mr. Fetzer. 

· Mapping activity – The concept roadmap would involve a large sheet of paper with a map of the subarea on one side and applicable emergency response information on the opposite side (contact information, places of interest – hospitals, shelters, etc.).  The map would be provided to Locals.  This hard-copy of information will be useful in areas of limited internet/phone access.  Anyone who wants to participate in this effort, please contact Mr. Fetzer.  Joe Albert is still available to assist in development.  The roadmap could be updated every few years.  

2. Marjorie Easton (Southwest Pennsylvania/West Virginia)
· Port Security committee with Coast Guard (USCG) in Pittsburgh.  
· Continuing with Three Rivers Response council – helping them with exercise – full scale deployment and exercise of 50 facilities on June 10th – combination of oil and chemical releases on Ohio and Monongahela Rivers – coordinated by Bayer.  A few problems getting corporate members involved (due to re-locating plants).  It has been difficult to get industry to devote time and money on exercises; corporate involvement is difficult.  The facilities previously provided corporate response teams, but now rely on the local response teams.  
· Working with Fayette County Emergency Management on October 24-25, 2008 for an exercise.  Plans are to involve local companies, schools, and hospitals in this exercise, which will include a mass decon.  A few hundred people will be involved.  Will be using the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP) format to give everyone credit for the exercise.
· Ohio River Focus Group – Eric Holbus from Region V will discuss the outfall survey conducted on the Ohio River during today’s morning presentation.  
· County Fact Sheets for the OSCs are available on CD; Teresa updated them all.  See Marjorie for updated information

3. Eugene Dennis (with Kevin Boyd – Upper Chesapeake (Sector Baltimore)) 
· Outreach activities with Chesterfield County.  Hosting and Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) conference.
4. Joe Arena – North Central Pennsylvania (Philadelphia office) 
· Nothing new to report
PRESENTATION – Introduction to Chemical Reactivity Hazard Management – Mikal Shabazz, EPA, Mid-Atlantic Region, Office of Enforcement, Oil and Prevention Branch
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For more information or a copy of the CD, please contact Mr. Shabazz at Shabazz.Mikal@epa.gov or 215-814-3281.
Mr. Shabazz is the team leader for the Chemical Accident Prevention Program – includes safety audits and risk management program.  This program is designed to prevent accidents from occurring in the first place.  After the Bhopal industrial disaster, the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) was established which allowed local Emergency Response Planners (local responders) to identify and know where their hazards were in the community. This also included the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) reporting.  This was done so that local responders were aware of the likely hazards that they would encounter at local facilities and be prepared to respond correctly.  For more information:  http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/epcra/index.htm.
Under the Clean Air Act (CAA), the Risk Management Program (RMP) program requires that facilities must facilitate the management and mitigate the consequences of an accidental release – e.g., good standard operating procedures, training and maintenance program, emergency response plan in place to allow an effective response to mitigate an accidental release.  When all of these elements are in play, they go towards accidental prevention.  For more information: http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/rmp/index.htm.  

For those chemicals not on the list (140 of them; 63 flammables and 77 toxics), also provided a general duty clause that facilities have to abide by – three fundamental requirements of an RMP:

1. Identify the chemicals and what they can do
2. Design and coordinate a response

3. In case of a release – take necessary steps to minimize the consequences of a release

The EPA has posted the new RMP requirements for 2009 on their website:
http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/rmp/rmp_submit_2009.htm.

Mr. Shabazz discussed the EPA Office of Enforcement’s Chemical Reactivity and Hazard Management program.  Several incidents that have occurred recently include an Allentown, Pennsylvania facility that was utilizing hydroxylamine – a chemical that is more dangerous than TNT.  Because of its reactivity and hazard level, this product (hydroxylamine) is primarily handled by experts in remote areas.  Situation:  they were using hydroxylamine in industrial park – catastrophic event resulting in six fatalities.   For additional information on this program, go to: http://www.epa.gov/osweroe1/content/learning/chemical_hazards.htm. 
This presentation will address:

· What is Chemical Reactivity?  What are its hazards

· Challenges in Managing Reactive hazards

· Examples of facilities with Reactive Chemistry hazards

· Screening example using Case history

· Principals of Reactive hazard management

· Tools and resources

Mr. Shabazz provided the membership with an overview of the Chemical Reactivity and Hazard Management program, its process, history, and oversight requirements.  This included a summary of previous events.  The Essential Practices for Managing Chemical Reactivity Hazards (2006) will be available on CD form Mr. Shabazz and is also available for download from http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/112505685/abstract. 
On the website, there are several documents that provide you with the screening process and flow chart diagram that is designed to assist the user to following the screening and management model (http://www.epa.gov/osweroe1/content/learning/chemical_hazards.htm.)
PRESENTATION – Accidental Release Prevention (ARP) Overview – Mr. Jay Brabson – DE DNREC, Emergency Prevention and Response Branch, Accidental Release Prevention Program

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For more information on this program, go to http://www.awm.delaware.gov/EPR/Pages/AccidentalReleasePrevention.aspx or contact Mr. Brabson at Jay.Brabson@state.de.us or at 302.323.4542.
Mr. Brabson provided the membership with an overview of the Delaware’s rule for chemically Reactive Substances in coordination with EPA and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  Delaware has 41 Federal Risk Management Plans and an additional 65 Delaware-only regulated facilities – DNREC has more stringent reporting requirements than EPA.  DE ARP group conducts a detailed, multi-day process safety inspections.  Their inspections are performance-based rather than prescriptive.  
The State of Delaware’s Accidental Release Prevention Regulation contains requirements for owners or operators of stationary sources having regulated extremely hazardous substances onsite to develop and implement a Risk Management Program (RMP) that anticipates and minimizes the chances of catastrophic events. 
Delaware did not request Federal approval for these more stringent requirements but rather uses State authority under 7 Del. C. Chapter 77 Extremely Hazardous Substances Risk Management Act to implement and enforce these requirements. 

It is hard to measure the Program’s success, as many industries have moved or changed their processes so that they do not qualify with the EPA / DE Accidental Release Prevention Program requirements.

Mr. Brabson also summarized the future efforts by the State, EPA, and the Department of Transportation (DOT) to update the requirements for potential accidental releases and extremely hazardous substances.  April 1, 2008, DOT placed the proposed rule in the Federal Register relative to the tracking and carrier design strategies.  Hearings are scheduled for May 2008 regarding chlorine and ammonia.  Bottom line, hazardous materials shipments still have some room for improvement, in particular, tracking, cleaning between loads, maintenance and improved designs of carriers.  The state does not regulate rail cars.  Rail cars are regulated by DOT.  The majority of the regulations are focusing on chlorine and ammonia (80%).  The DE program is a result of the 2006 styrene car release in Delaware.  There are still some problems that could affect the public and first responders.  Thankfully, most reactives do not have the problems that styrene does (polymerizes to create stalactites, vapors don’t have inhibitors, etc.).  
PRESENTATION  - Ohio River Outfall Project & Query Software Demo Fields Group Region V, Ohio River Focus Group – Eric Holbus, USEPA Region 5 Field Environmental Decision Support (FIELDS), Suddah Graves and Bill Huggins, Techlaw
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

Marjorie Easton introduced Eric Holbus of EPA Region V, and Suddah Graves and Bill Huggins of Techlaw, and provided the membership with an overview of Ohio River Focus Group and the cross-boundary support and project efforts shared by Region III and V.  The EPA FIELDS program provides data analysis support, planning sample design, and field data collection services related to emergency and remediation site services.  FIELDS personnel were brought in to assist with the Ohio River Outfall Project
The project was initiated in June 2002 with the pilot study (Ohio River Mile (ORM) 187 to ORM 193) as a test survey piece for the project; Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) was involved.  Additional surveys were conducted in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006 for the rest of the Ohio River.  Each survey had a different group of players to participate with the survey.  Mr. Huggins provided the membership with an overview of the survey process.
Mr. Holbus provided the membership with an overview of the EPA FIELDS program and their structure within Region V.  They are designed to assist remedial field projects and emergency response in Region V in data collection, Global Positioning System (GPS) surveys, bathymetric surveys, air monitoring and soil monitoring, mapping services with a mobile GIS trailer, Data storage, decision-making, and software development.  

For additional information on the FIELDS program, go to: http://www.epa.gov/region5fields/.  Many of the programs use Google Earth or ArcGIS Explorer for viewing data.  Other software projects have included:
· The FIELDS Rapid Assessment Tools (RAT) is available for download at http://epa.instepsoftware.com/rat/.  

· The FIELDS for ArcGIS and ArcView add-on is available from:  http://epa.instepsoftware.com/fields/.  

· F/S Plus is also available from the EPA Region V FIELDS webpage at http://www.epa.gov/region5fields/htm/software.htm. 
· Ohio River Query – was originally designed for the RAT program.  This program has been updated and refined to better serve this project.  This program is not directly available on the EPA Region 5 website.
At the end of his presentation, Mr. Holbus gave the membership a working/live demonstration of the Ohio River Query Software on Google Earth and ArcGIS and the Penn State University FTP server.  He provided the participants with a demo of how the data is portrayed and the ease of use between the two base programs.  All of this information is available on the file provided by Mr. Holbus.  To request a copy of this CD, please contact Steve Jarvela at Jarvela.Stephen@epa.gov or Marjorie Easton at Easton.Marjorie@epa.gov. 
The Ohio River Query Software program provides the locations of outfalls on either side of the River (Pennsylvania and Ohio), and provides photographs of the outfalls (most have two photos, one close-up and one far perspectives).  There are a lot of facilities and Region III did not have a good understanding of what was on the Ohio side of the Ohio River.  This has been a very good project and has allowed us to characterize the spill outfall for the Ohio River in Region III and in Region V.  In Region V, this data is tied into the Inland Sensitive Species database that is available on Region V.  
The next RRT meeting will be in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, tentatively scheduled for September 16 - 18, 2008.  
The Meeting was adjourned at 1215 p.m.   

























