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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 14, 2008
1305 - 1400
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

AGENDA:
· Update on member fact sheets
· PRESENTATION – Delaware Information and Analysis Center (DIAC) – Det. James Woznicki, Critical Infrastructure Liaison, Delaware State Police, Criminal Intelligence Section 
· PRESENTATION – Follow-up on the Photo-documentation efforts of Region III – Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Control (DNREC)
MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other RRT members that were present.  Ms. Pomerantz discussed the agency profile fact sheets for the RRT 3 member agencies.  As they are being completed, we will be sending these profiles out to you for review and comment.  Please look over your profiles and provide Ms. Pomerantz with any comments.  After we receive your comments, we will post the final profile fact sheets on the RRT website.  
PRESENTATION - Delaware Information and Analysis Center (DIAC) – Det. James Woznicki, Critical Infrastructure Liaison, Delaware State Police, Criminal Intelligence Section
Det. Woznicki provided the membership with a review of the Delaware’s state Fusion Center, known as the Delaware Information and Analysis Center (DIAC).  The DIAC provides an “all hazards” approach to information management and law enforcement.  The DIAC is a proactive, multi-disciplined program that provides a central conduit for partnerships between numerous agencies, both in the public and private sectors.  The DIAC concepts are consistent and supportive of the all-hazards approach of the RRT.  Additionally, Det. Woznicki also showed the membership the “The Seven Signs of Terrorism” video as produced by the State of Delaware.  This video is available for viewing from http://dsp.delaware.gov/.  For additional information, please contact Det. James Woznicki at 302-739-1303 or 302-739-5996.

PRESENTATION – Follow-up on the Photo-documentation Efforts of Region III – Ben Anderson, DNREC
Mr. Anderson provided the membership with a demonstration on his photo-documentation efforts with geo-referencing.  He regularly uses the GPS-Photo Link software (by GeoSpatial Experts) when taking pictures and recommends its use for all.  You download the software onto your computer.  Using a handheld GPS and your camera, you sync the clocks on the camera and the GPS, you take your pictures, download the pictures and track log from your GPS, and the software combines the GPS time stamp with the photos so that you can geo-reference the photos with Google Earth, Google Maps, ArcView or your ArcGIS programs.  For more information on this product and its capabilities, go to: http://www.geospatialexperts.com/. 
OTHER INFORMATION OF INTEREST
· Ohio MARCS – the Ohio Multi-Agency Radio Communications Systems is a complex computer and communications network designed to provide instant voice and data communications to the state agencies. MARCS supplies a communications backbone for statewide public safety and emergency management in a single shared system between several state agencies. The system provides mobile voice, data, vehicle location services and computer-aided dispatching.  For more information, go to; http://www.oit.ohio.gov/sdd/marcs/. 
· DOT Emergency Response Guide 2008 (ERG) has recently been released. The ERG 2008 was developed jointly by the US Department of Transportation, Transport Canada, and the Secretariat of Communications and Transportation of Mexico (SCT) for use by firefighters, police, and other emergency services personnel who may be the first to arrive at the scene of a transportation incident involving a hazardous material. It is primarily a guide to aid first responders in (1) quickly identifying the specific or generic classification of the material(s) involved in the incident, and (2) protecting themselves and the general public during this initial response phase of the incident. The ERG is updated every three to four years to accommodate new products and technology. The next version is scheduled for 2012.  For more information or to order your copy, go to http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs/erg/gydebook.htm. 

· WISER – WISER (the Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders) is a system designed to assist first responders in hazardous material incidents.  Developed by the National Library of Medicine, WISER provides a wide range of information on hazardous substances, including substances identification support, physical characteristics, human health information, and containment and suppression guidance.  WISER is available as a standalone application on Microsoft Windows PCs, Windows Mobile Devices, and Palm OS PDA’s.  For more information on this program, go to: http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/. 
The Department of Transportation has started shipping the 2008 update of the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG), and we are glad to announce that the 2008 ERG is in WISER as well.  In addition to ERG data integrated into the WISER substance data, an ERG Tool is also available in the Windows and Windows Mobile versions of WISER. It provides a comprehensive electronic version of the 2008 ERG with powerful search capabilities.

· The NRT release of 25 chemical and biological Quick Response Guides (QRGs).  The US National Response Team WMD Subcommittee is proud to announce completion of 25 biological and chemical QRGs.  The QRGs are available by visiting www.nrt.org and looking under Hot Topics and Current Events.  The chemical QRGs include:

· Soman (GD);

· Cyclosarin (GF);

· Sulfur Mustard (H/HD/HT);

· VX;

· Tabun (GA); and

· Sarin (GB).

The biological QRGs include:

· Brucella Species;

· Botulinum Toxin;

· Bunyaviridae-Rift Valley Fever (RVF);

· Argentice (AHF), 
· Brazilian (BzHF), 
· Bolivian (BoHF), 
· Dengue (DHF), 
· Ebola and Marburg, and 
· Venezuelan (VzHF) Hemorrhagic Fevers; 
· Glanders and Melioidosis; 
· Lassa Fever; 
· Lymphocytic Choriomeningitis Virus (LCMV); 
· Tick Borne Encephalitis (TBE); 
· Smallpox; 
· Tularemia; 
· Anthrax; and 
· Plague

· Nationwide Health Survey to Assess Physical and Psychological Impacts from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The Louisiana Environmental Action Network (LEAN) and Partners Publishing LLC Join Forces to Give Hurricane Victims a Unified Voice and Provide Statistical Data.  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita impacted the health of many individuals: residents, disaster rescue, and recovery personnel, remediation and rebuilding specialists-the list goes on and on.  Now affected individuals can stand up and have their health concerns counted. Louisiana Environmental Action Network (LEAN) and Partners Publishing LLC, have joined forces to launch "The 2008 Nationwide Hurricane Katrina and Rita Health Survey." The nationwide survey will provide statistical health data on not only Gulf Coast residents but also on evacuees, volunteers, and workers that are scattered across the nation. 

The primary purpose of the survey is to identify the current health status of individuals whose physical and psychological health remains negatively impacted from exposures related to hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Anyone whose health has been impacted by Hurricanes Katrina or Rita, or whose health has been impacted by performing work in the hurricane impacted area, is requested to fill out this survey.   The purpose of the survey is to allow those whose physical or mental health has been affected by the hurricanes to have their voices and concerns heard. If this applies to you, please participate in the survey and pass the information along to others. If you have trouble with the link at the end of this email, information about the survey can be found online at: www.leanweb.org. 

· Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approved emergency alert text-messaging system.  Cell phone users can get text message alerts of emergencies under a new nationwide alert system approved by the FCC.  An emergency text message would be sent in the event of a widespread disaster, severe weather or child abduction.  Under the plan, the FCC will appoint a federal agency to create the messages and pass them on to cell phone companies that choose to participate, an FCC representative said earlier.  Once that agency is named, the participating cell phone providers would have 10 months to comply with the new system's requirements. 
Cell phone companies that voluntarily opt into the system would send text-based alert messages to subscribers in response to three types of events:
· a disaster that could jeopardize the health and safety of Americans, such as a terrorist attack; 
· imminent or ongoing threats such as hurricanes, tornadoes or earthquakes; 
· child abductions or Amber alerts. 
T-Mobile, Verizon, Sprint Nextel and AT&T all stated that they would be likely to opt into the alert system if it is passed by the FCC.  Source: http://www.cnn.com/2008/TECH/04/09/fcc.cell.phone.alert/index.html
· IS-808 Emergency Support Function (ESF) #8 – Public Health and Medical Services Course Overview.  The National Response Framework (NRF) presents the guiding principles that enable all response partners to prepare for and provide a unified national response to disasters and emergencies – from the smallest incident to the largest catastrophe.  As part of the NRF, Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) are primary mechanisms at the operational level used to organize and provide assistance. This series of courses is designed to overview each of the 15 ESFs. This course provides an introduction to Emergency Support Function (ESF) #8 – Public Health and Medical Services.  Prerequisite IS-800.B National Response Framework, An Introduction or Equivalent.  For more information or to take this course, go to: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS808.asp. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1400
