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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 14, 2008
1530 - 1630
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS –Dennis Carney, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Dave Ormes, US Coast Guard (USCG) D5 – Region III
AGENDA:

· Workgroup Meeting Reports

· Proposed January 2008 RRT III Training Worksheet

· Draft 2008 Work Plan 

· Volunteer Update

HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, May 14, 2008
MEETING NOTES:

Dennis Carney opened the meeting.  

Workgroup Meeting Reports
· Training Workgroup – nothing to report; Linda Baines will work with Kerry Lieb of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) for issues / training and other items for the RRT’s September meeting in Pittsburgh, PA.  Linda is still working on the hotel and the final date for the meeting (16-18th is preferred, 23-25th are secondary dates).  There is a problem with Pittsburgh meeting dates coinciding with the city’s 250th Anniversary celebration.  The second place choice is Harrisburg, PA.  The Executive Committee has approval to move forward with a Harrisburg, PA meeting location if Pittsburgh does not work.
· Wildlife Response Workgroup – nothing new to report; Alan has requested that we identify another chairperson for this workgroup.

· Spill Response Workgroup – nothing to report.
· Information Management Workgroup – USCG proposed that we conduct a “No Notice Exercise” to activate a call down of the RRT membership.  This will help us make sure that we have all of the correct contact information for the RRT members.  

Can USCG use the Homeport notification system?  There are identified problems with the USCG’s Homeport system - it still needs to have all members of the RRT register as a stakeholder for each Port so you will receive notifications; burdensome because there are nine Ports within Region III.  Ben Anderson said that we could test both the Homeport and EPA call down systems to verify the contact information for the RRT members.
Dave Ormes and Linda Baines will research the USCG Homeport system; but it doesn’t ensure that the notification went through.  For this exercise, we will do the RRT dial-down system.  This will just be for Region III RRT members.

· NRDA Workgroup – nothing to report.
Kevin Boyd/Mike Chezik announced in the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup that you were seeking to form another workgroup on the Dispersant Pre-Authorization Guidance Document in Region III; to update it.  What is driving it?  Kevin responded that this document is 17 years old, and may not still be viable option any more and it may need to be tweaked.  This will require a Section 7 review and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) review as well as New Jersey for this evaluation.  Will this be a subgroup to take the lead under the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup.  It should most likely be a USCG member to oversee this subgroup.  Dave Ormes has an idea of an individual.
Proposed 2008 RRT III Training Worksheet

During the Training workgroup, had participants provide their preferences and ranking of the various topics addressed by the groups – safety, decision-making, assessment, response management, best practices, and information management.  

RCP Support Pages Update 
Linda Baines and Linda Marzulli are sharing the progress in updating the Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Yellow Pages for the Region III Telephone Directory Annex II and purge the old contact information.  We will publish only the 24-hour, FAX, and email contact information for the RRT members.  They will also be a full membership list to all of the members.  

One of their concerns is the statement at the top of the Annex II note “Contains Personnel telephone numbers.  Not for release to the public.”  Executive committee gave approval to remove cell numbers and personal numbers for website, and leave on 24-hour numbers and email addresses.
2009 RRT III Meeting Ballot 
A meeting ballot was passed out to the committee members for approval for distribution at the Standing meeting tomorrow.  The members had some discussion over the potential future RRT meeting locations.  The ballot was approved.
Steve Jarvela noted that one of the IACP committee meetings items was that EPA is required to conduct a 2009 Government-led Inland Area Exercise.  Mr. Jarvela would like to have the exercise coincide with an RRT meeting in 2009.  Please let us consider having the meeting so the exercise coincides with the RRT meeting.  Steve will get the information on possible locations to Linda Baines and Linda Marzulli to address on the 2009 meeting ballot.
OTHER ITEMS:
The committee discussed the issue of providing certificates for the training that is provided during the RRT meetings.  
One of the concerns is that there is some topics of discussion that take place during the USCG Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) meeting that should be presented to the RRT membership at large.  USCG will review this issue and see if they can make any changes to the process so that some of the topics addressed in the FOSC meeting.  They will send around the FOSC meeting agenda to the Federal and State agencies.  One possibility is to have a portion of the meeting open to other agencies, then close the meeting to only FOSCs for internal issues.    
The meeting was adjourned at 1630.

