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WILDLIFE RESPONSE WORKGROUP MEETING
Fredericksburg, VA
Wednesday, January 26, 2011
0945 - 1055
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
AGENDA

· NRT and CNCS MOU for Volunteers – LTJG Leora Saviano (USCG 5332), Kelly DeGraff and Philip Shaw, Corporation for National Community Service (CNCS)
· Dispersant Decision Tree Discussion – State / Commonwealth and Federal Agency Representatives, Alan Williams (MDE) and Ben Anderson (DNREC), Facilitators
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Williams, MDE, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. He asked everyone to introduce themselves and provide their agency or organization affiliation. 
PRESENTATION - NRT and CNCS MOU for Volunteers – LTJG Leora Saviano (USCG 5332), Kelly DeGraff and Philip Shaw, Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on this topic, please contact LTJG Leora Saviano (LEORA.H.SAVIANO@USCG.mil ), Kelly DeGraff (kdegraff@cns.gov; 202-606-6817) or Phillip Shaw (pshaw@cns.gov; 202-606-6697)
The Corporation for National and Community Service (The Corporation or CNCS) is a federal agency that engages more than five million Americans in service through Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America, and leads President Obama's national call to service initiative, United We Serve.

The Technical Assistance Document (TAD) outlines the primary policy for the National Response Team (NRT) guidance for the use of volunteers. This TAD provides technical assistance to FOSCs, Area Committees (AC) and applies to oil spill responses promoting planning and providing additional guidance at the Unified Command (UC) level. The TAD is under review and awaiting signatures from EPA; the USCG and CNCS have already signed. 
PRESENTATION – Volunteer Coordination During Hazardous Spills – Lessons Learned from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill – Kelly DeGraff, CNCS

The Corporation is the nation’s largest grantmaker supporting service and volunteering. Through our Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America programs, CNCS provides opportunities for Americans of all ages and backgrounds to express their patriotism while addressing critical community needs. The mission of the CNCS is to improve lives, strengthen communities, and foster civic engagement through service and volunteering. In 1993, the CNCS was established. The Corporation was created to connect Americans of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to give back to their communities and their nation

During this presentation, Ms. DeGraff discussed the liability issues and training issues when using volunteers. Questions from the membership included:

· How soon can CNCS get up and react to a request?  Ms. DeGraff responded that CNCS would probably get on the ground and working within 72 hours for an incident. Pre-planning for an event can be done and be activated to assist with an event. 
· What about unaffiliated volunteers?  How do we manage that person?  Ms. DeGraff responded that in these instances, the authority for managing the unaffiliated volunteers would be a responsibility of the state or local community.

There are already points of contact or liaisons for CNCS based on need through the state Commissions. CNCS offices are co-located near their state level contacts and the national CNCS office is activated under ESF#6 - Family Services missions. CNCS is also a support agency under ESF#3 – Public Works and Engineering, ESF#14 – Long Term Community Recovery, and across all ESFs and ESF#15 – External Affairs. However, CNCS personnel are typically not staffing the Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs). They are part of the NRT agencies in the JFO in the DWH org chart
Whether or not the volunteers are going to be used is up to the state and local offices. Planning is required to address how they want to incorporate and use volunteers.
Dispersant Decision Tree Discussion – Alan Williams (MDE) and Ben Anderson (DE DNREC), Facilitators

A discussion on the state information needs and timelines for making dispersant use decisions was sidelined until the NRDA Workgroup Committee Meeting later that day. 
NEXT MEETING

The next RRT meeting will be in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware and is scheduled for May 17-19, 2011. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

This meeting adjourned at 1055.
