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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING
Fredericksburg, VA
Wednesday, January 26, 2011
1300 - 1340

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Dick Polley, FEMA
AGENDA

· Agency Fact Sheet Updates

· PRESENTATION – Offshore Energy Review and Oil Spill Response – Jully McQuilliams, BOEMRE
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Dick Polley, FEMA welcomed all workgroup members and regional response team (RRT) members that were present. He welcomed Ms. Jully McQuilliams from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE) (formerly MMS). 
PRESENTATION – Offshore Energy Review and Oil Spill Response – Jully McQuilliams, BOEMRE
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on the services they provide, please contact Ms. McQuilliams at 703-787-1315 or Jully.McQuilliams@boemre.gov. For more information on the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE), go to http://www.boemre.gov/aboutBOEMRE/ 
Ms. McQuilliams provided an overview the new BOEMRE agency for offshore Oil and Gas; BOEMRE is the new agency replacing the Minerals Management Service (MMS) that was instituted following the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) well blowout. The BOEMRE agency is being further divided into two new, independent agencies that will carry out the offshore energy management and enforcement functions once assigned to the former Minerals Management Service (MMS):  

· The new Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) will be responsible for managing development of the nation’s offshore resources in an environmentally and economically responsible way. Functions will include: Leasing, Plan Administration, Environmental Studies, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Analysis, Resource Evaluation, Economic Analysis and the Renewable Energy Program.

· The new Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) will enforce safety and environmental regulations. Functions will include: All field operations including Permitting and Research, Inspections, Offshore Regulatory Programs, Oil Spill Response, and newly formed Training and Environmental Compliance functions.

The Department plans to have the re-organization fully implemented by October 1, 2011. Additionally, BOEMRE released several new rules and regulations regarding BOPs and health and safety issues of workers. For more information on the reorganization and regulatory reforms, go to http://www.boemre.gov/ReorganizationRegulatoryReform.htm. 
There are no current leases in the Atlantic. No Lease sales scheduled through 2017. Lease Sale 220 offshore Virginia was originally scheduled for 2011 but was cancelled on May 27, 2010 by President Obama. For more information on the lease sale schedule and Presidential cancellations, go to http://www.boemre.gov/5-year/2007-2012leaseSaleSchedule.htm. 
A revised strategy (a copy is available from http://www.boemre.gov/5-year/PDFs/2007-2012/RP2007-2012wSecSig.pdf) was announced on December 1, 2010 and states that the Mid- and South Atlantic planning areas are no longer under consideration for potential development through 2017. However, seismic pre-lease surveys can be conducted in these closed areas under the programmatic statement once the 2011 EIS is completed. 
The BOEMRE “Smart from the Start” program and Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Renewable Energy Program Framework began in November 2010 to facilitate offshore wind development. This task force will help identify priority wind energy areas on the outer continental shelf that have generally bountiful wind energy and relatively fewer potential environmental and use conflicts. This program is part of the President’s renewable energy program for wind farm and other energy sources framework for renewable energy production on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The framework establishes a program to grant leases, easements, and rights-of-way for orderly, safe, and environmentally responsible renewable energy development activities, such as the siting and construction of off-shore wind farms, on the OCS. Potential for leases issued in 2011 and 2012. For more information on the OCS Renewable Energy Program Framework go to http://www.boemre.gov/offshore/RenewableEnergy/PDF/FinalRenewableEnergyRule.pdf for a copy of the Final Rule in the Federal Register.
The meeting was adjourned at 1340.
