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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Wednesday, January 26, 2011
1500 - 1555
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:  Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Gerald Heston, EPA; CAPT Edward Gibbons and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Fifth District 
AGENDA:

· Workgroup meeting reports

· Proposed May 17-19, 2011 RRT III training schedule
· 2011 RRT III Work Plan 

· RRT II Outreach Workgroup

· DWH Observations and Experiences – Roundtable Discussion with Admiral Thad Allen, USCG Ret
HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, January 26, 2010

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Dennis Carney and Dave Ormes, and CAPT Edward Gibbons opened the meeting and welcomed committee members. All members were asked to introduce themselves and their agency affiliation. 
WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS:

Inland Area Committee Meeting – Mr. Steve Jarvela (EPA)

Nothing to report. 
Training Workgroup - Mr. Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Working with workgroup chairs on the May 13-15 2011 in Rehoboth Beach at Brighton Suites. 
For your information, the Director of NOAA’s Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R), Bill Connors is retiring and his position is being announced nationally. Mr. Connors, as his position as Director, was the NOAA representative to the NRT. During this transition period, Ed Levine will be filling this role on the NRT. 
Training efforts for the May 2011 and September 2011 meeting will continue with the Deepwater Horizon theme. The individual workgroup chairs can come up with their own topics and presentations or we can suggest appropriate training opportunities if the workgroup chairs do not have any topic in mind for their sessions. Due to the weather issues this week, we will be rescheduling Laura Casillas (EPA) for the May RRT Standing Meeting to discuss the EPA OSC Health and Safety Manual. Additionally at the May 2011 RRT Meeting we have tentatively scheduled the following:
· Adm. Thad Allen (USCG Ret.) was also on the Standing Meeting agenda, but has had to cancel due to a competing priority that sent him Buffalo, New York instead. Adm. Allen did request that we reschedule him for the May 2011 Standing meeting and he will make every effort to attend the next meeting (schedule permitting).
· Kerry Leib (PA DEP) will provide information on Marcellus Shale oil and gas production issues in Region 3. 
· John Brinkman of Imbibitive Technologies Corporation (Imbiber Beads) is going to present information on sorbents and solidifiers. 
Additional ideas for future training topics identified by the group included:

· Lt Kevin Sligh of National Strike Force Coordination Center – Atlantic Strike Team will be contacting Rob Schrader to speak to the RRT on the use of controlled burning (a.k.a. in-situ burning) efforts from the DWH response.

· Dispersant Use during the DWH – Charlie Huber – Aerial Dispersant Group Leader, Houma, LA
· Remote sensing technologies and lessons learned – Gary Ott, former NOAA SSC

· The ARTES process for DWH – Kurt Hansen USCG R&D

· SMART Protocol updates – Ed Levine, NOAA SSC

· Wildlife Issues and solutions from DWH – Tri-state bird Rescue and Research
Wildlife Response Workgroup - Mr. Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE). 
Nothing to report. 
NRDA Workgroup – Mr. Ben Anderson (DNREC)

Nothing to report
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Mr. Kevin Boyd, EPA (attending via conference call) 

Did not meet during this RRT meeting. However, future topics and efforts identified by Mr. Boyd for this workgroup included:
· Established a 30 day review period for current Dispersant MOU review and update recommendations due to the Workgroup chair by 25th of February.

· In the other workgroups – agreed that we open up a 30 day review and comment period for all RRT membership on existing MOU, DEEP and other thoughts and comments and ideas about how to improve the dispersant use decision-making process. Will send all things to Kevin Boyd – will use SPCW as the workgroup to move forward with it. May need to work on a more accelerated pace at other meetings and breakout on subcommittees and might want to do some of these meetings at other areas of small groups and then bring those products forward to the RRT to discuss. Like to have this completed within a year. We’ll need to stay connected in various ways with the NRT and other actions and stay abreast of where EPA and NRT have gone with their guidance development.

Information Management Workgroup – Mr. Dick Polley (FEMA)

Nothing new to report. 
2011 RRT III Work Plan

Linda provided a copy of the 2011 Work Plan to all Workgroup Chairs for their review and comment. She directed them to pay particular attention to their workgroup sections and the objectives for the workgroup’s mission, vision and goals. Please provide any suggested changes or revisions and send to Linda Baines by Feb. 10th at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil. Once the 2011 RRT 3 Work Plan is updated, the Co-chairs will have the opportunity to review the document before finalizing and forwarding it on to NRT.
RRT III Outreach Workgroup 

Kevin Boyd will share concerns about the new suggested policies of making response actions transparent to the public and the need for the RRT to achieve this without slowing down a response. Should we be proactive and re-activate the RRT III Outreach Workgroup and elect a lead. Should the RRT set aside the Information Management Workgroup and activate the RRT III Outreach Workgroup? Discussion among the Executive Committee commenced.
The RCP states the objectives of the RRT III Outreach Workgroup:  The RRT III Outreach Workgroup is tasked to:  a) explain the responsibilities, activities, and accomplishments of the RRT to its partners in the response community and the public, and; b) to facilitate understanding and cooperation with the NRT, other RRTs, and local and State response planning staff. The RRT Outreach Workgroup is also tasked to develop criteria, advice, and recommendations for the following supporting goals that were identified in the Strategic Plan: 

· Encourage the state and local response community to improve its preparedness for response. 

· Conduct or participate in training and exercises as necessary to encourage preparedness activities of the response community within the region. 

· Encourage public information and community relations during response activities.
· Develop outreach programs to improve awareness for RRT roles. 
Previously, the RRT voted to shut down the Outreach Workgroup but not do away with it. We need to revisit our need for this workgroup. The Outreach Workgroup has developed materials that help with our RRT’s transparency issues. Additionally, decision-making by this RRT is open and communicated to the public in terms of what is being done and why it is being done. In the area of dispersants we have not developed or conducted any public education efforts in a long time. During an incident, there is not enough time. Education efforts must be provided prior to the incident to be of any value relative to dispersant or other spill response chemical uses. The Outreach Workgroup may be valuable to reinstate to help develop outreach materials and provide additional training opportunities to help get educate the public and decision-makers the benefits and limitations when using or deciding not to use dispersants or other alternative products. 
Ben Anderson (DE DNRC) suggested that we are meeting the Presidential Transparency requirements through the RRT 3 website. But is that enough?  Debbie Scholz (SEA) asked if there was any official guidance on what transparency requirements are necessary and the extent of that transparency. Dennis Carney stated that the only documents that he has seen on the President’s requirement for transparency in government were on the “Open Government” (http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/TransparencyandOpenGovernment/) page from the White House’s webpage. But to his knowledge, no official guidance on transparency and what that means has been provided.
Mr. Carney recommended that we place the re-activation of the Outreach Workgroup until we get feedback on the dispersant policy review by the membership. This workgroup will need to focus on identifying the topics and information that needs to be communicated relative to dispersant use. Until we define the outreach needs, the RRT can address issues in a surgical manner to deal with specific issues unless a broad need for outreach is required. 
Additionally, Mr. Carney will share the NRT memo on dispersant use with the Executive Committee for their review and comment. The purpose of the NRT memo was to collect thoughts from the RRTs as the NRT continued developing the interim guidance for dispersant use in the US. The NRT memo focused heavily on long-term or sustained dispersant use; not the single uses that could most likely occur in Region 3. Region 3 does not have issues for a continuous or sustained response (e.g., a well blowout; subsurface injection, major undersea pipeline, etc.) requiring dispersant applications.
Thursday’s Standing Meeting Cancellations and Changes
Admiral Allen has had to cancel his presentation and the EPA OSC H&S talks (2 hrs.) have been cancelled due to the weather conditions. We will cut short the Standing RRT Meeting Agenda and not backfill those missing presentations for tomorrow’s meetings. 
Other Items

Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) Map Updates – Sector Delaware Bay is the primary candidate for next update to ESI atlas update from NOAA. Dave Ormes has been trying to coordinate with Joe Bonn of the USCG HQ to determine when the funding for the update will be available. Once Mr. Ormes gets the commitment from Mr. Bonn he will notify the Sector. Unfortunately, the government’s Continuing Resolution for the 2011 budget currently restricting the funding. Mr. Ormes will keep the Committee informed on the project status. 
NOAA’s Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA) – is a geographic information system (GIS) tool is designed to assist both emergency responders and environmental resource managers who deal with incidents that may adversely impact the environment. ERMA was the utilized as the incident dashboard for the DWH response and the Natural Resource Damage Assessment activities. – Each USCG district is pushing to fully incorporate ERMA into their response systems. 
NEXT RRT III MEETING:

The next RRT meeting will be in Rehoboth Beach, DE and is scheduled for May 17 – 19, 2011. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGju9GkA_DSXMMx7kFd_lcD__DLhw"http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFdkM5mMmXnc9gxuB3E3ZFemXKFeQ"http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

The NRT/RRT co-chairs meeting will be held Dallas March 29-31st, 2011.
The meeting was adjourned at 1555.
