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WILDLIFE RESPONSE WORKGROUP MEETING

Williamsburg, Virginia
Wednesday, January 13, 2010

0800 - 0915

CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Chezik, Department of the Interior (DOI) for Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment

AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Roles during the T/V BOW-MARINER Response, Frank Csulak, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC)
· PRESENTATION – US Fish & Wildlife Services (USFWS) Roles During the T/V BOW-MARINER Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR) Project, John Schmerfeld, USFWS
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Chezik, DOI, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked everyone to introduce themselves and provide their agency or organization affiliation.

Mr. Chezik requested that the members consider and talk through additional wildlife issues and concerns for future meetings.  The following topics were addressed in the open forum for this committee:

· The US Coast Guard (USCG) has released their new Dispersants Capability (CAPs) rule for vessels and facilities.  Mr. Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, requested that we reevaluate the Region III dispersant pre-authorization policy to determine the potential impacts to fish and wildlife from the use of dispersants in the pre-authorized areas.  In the past, when the CAPs policy document was developed (1990s), Region III did not conduct a consultation relative to the Endangered Species Act or NOAA’s Essential Fish Habitat requirements.  Mr. Anderson feels that Region III needs to evaluate the impacts from a dispersant application for damages to resources in the application area as well as the potential drift.  Mr. Anderson also said that it is important to conduct the Tier III monitoring for a dispersant application for a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) and that we need the quantitative data in order to accurately predict if injuries to seabirds would be lessened if we dispersed an oil slick.  Mr. Anderson and Nick Nichols (EPA) added that we need to develop a protocol to determine environmental tradeoffs for dispersant use.
· NOAA is about to release their three dimensional3-D plume modeling program for dispersant use to assist in determining impacts from dispersed oil.  More information will be provided once the program is made available.

· The Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Committee is in the final stages of providing their recommendations.  This document should be out in April 2010 and Ed Levine (NOAA SSC) can provide an informational brief at the May 2010 RRT III meeting.

· Mr. Dave Anderson of the National Parks Service (NPS) participated in a workshop on dispersants use in the Caribbean.  One of the recommendations from this workshop was to have a better modeling plan for the Caribbean.  As part of this recommendation, NOAA is currently revising the Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) protocols.  Dr. Jacqui Michel is participating in the SMART protocol update to provide additional information and knowledge for decision-making within the NPS.  

PRESENTATION – NOAA’s Roles During the T/V BOW-MARINER Response, Frank Csulak, SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions, please contact Frank Csulak at Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov at (732) 872-3005.

The presenters provided a summary of the spill response and NRDA for the Bow Mariner,.  They provided a summary of the resources (equipment, vehicles, etc.) for responding to their regulatory jurisdictions.  

Mr. Csulak provided an overview of NOAA’s and USCG response efforts in the Bow Mariner incident.  On Saturday, February 28, 2004 the Bow Mariner, a 570 foot tanker was southbound off the coast of Virginia when it caught fire, exploded, and sank. The tanker was carrying 3.5 million gallons of ethanol, 48,000 gallons of stored diesel fuel and 193,000 gallons of fuel oil. The vessel was roughly 50 miles east of Assateague, Virginia and in approximately 240 feet of water when it caught fire and sank.  Water temperature was around 44 degrees at the time.  The USCG conducted an intense search of 18 missing crew members over an area of approximately 70 square miles. 

Reports from the various government agencies as well as local witnesses said the ethanol appeared to dissipate and the oil slick appeared to be about 9 miles in length off the coast within days following the initial incident.  Favorable weather conditions helped to naturally disperse the oil and carry it offshore.  
One of the primary wildlife issues was that the vessel sank in an area that is actively fished for scallops.  The scallop fishery was closed due to potential tainting from the oil and ethanol, and to ensure the safety of the cleanup operations.  This area is also a known marine mammal (whales) transit path.  
NOAA provided general weather, tides, and trajectory information and also conducted a side-scan and multi-scan hydrographic survey of the sunken vessel to determine the condition of the vessel and to aid in salvage efforts.  Most of the oil was non-recoverable as most of the ethanol and fuel burned during the initial explosion/fire.  According to the USCG’s final report of the incident, following the accidental discharge of a volatile petroleum compound, known as methyl tert-butyl ether, flammable gases accumulated on deck, which led to an explosion.  Contributory causes reported by the USCG included a failure to implement proper safety management techniques, hasty abandonment by senior officers, and deficiencies in training.  There were 21 casualties.
PRESENTATION – USFWS Roles During the T/V BOW-MARINER Natural Resources Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR) Project, John Schmerfeld, USFWS
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For more information about this presentation, contact John Schmerfeld at John_schmerfeld@fws.gov or 804-693-6694 x 107.
Following the Bow Mariner incident, the USFWS met with the Responsible Party, who agreed to work cooperatively on completing a NRDA to include aerial surveys, seabird mortality estimates, and DOI assessment costs.  Because there was not a sea bird density estimate for offshore areas, USFWS had to use innovative modeling to determine mortality estimates, since no dead birds were recovered.  Data from similar west coast oil spills were used.  The USFWS focused on seabirds such as gannets and razorbills, as they are very long-lived birds (25+ years) and are especially sensitive to oil.  A Resource Equivalency Analysis (REA) was used to determine direct/indirect injury (in bird-years); then an estimate of lost birds was calculated to be approximately 152-228 birds.  It was determined that there was a significant seabird impact from this event.

In December 2008, a $563,000 settlement was reached for restoration efforts.  Currently, the USFWS is exploring using the Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife Refuge on the Eastern Brothers Islands for a seabird restoration project.  The restoration actions are designed to focus on the endangered razorbill nesting and population restoration, mammalian and gull predator control, habitat management, social attraction, and nest and fledgling success monitoring.  In turn, this restoration and monitoring effort will also benefit the other seabird species in the area (eiders, puffins, etc.).  This project is to continue for 10 years.  

The meeting was adjourned at 0915.
NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Ocean City, Maryland and is scheduled for May 11-13, 2010.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.

