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REGION III STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING

Williamsburg, Virginia
Thursday, January 14, 2010
0830 to 1150
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS: Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III, Mr. Gerald Heston (Alternate), EPA Region III, CAPT Chris Austin, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5

AGENDA:
· Convene, introductions, and co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to Virginia – Mr. Gregory Britt, Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VADEM) 
· Local Emergency Response Management System – Battalion Chief Chris Bell, Williamsburg Fire Department
· RRT III Coordinator’s report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG
· PRESENTATIONS
· Defense Support to Civil Authority (DSCA) – An Introduction – COL James Mathis, Defense Coordinating Officer, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region III
· Virginia Marine Incident Response Team (MIRT) and Lessons Learned from CROWLEY BARGE Incident – Bill Burket, MIRT; LT Jack Smith, Sector Hampton Roads; CDR Richard Schultz, Atlantic Strike Team
· G-20: Response Preparations and Incident Command – Marjorie Easton, EPA; CDR Richard Timme, CG MSU Pittsburgh; CDR Richard Schultz, CG Atlantic Strike Team

· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Virginia

· Maryland

· Delaware

· Pennsylvania

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC) – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) – U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
· Health and Human Services (HHS) – Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR)

· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA 
· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)
· Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee)
· Sector Ohio Valley

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· MSU Wilmington

· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and Agenda – Thursday, January 14, 2010
· Defense Support To Civil Authority – An Introduction - PowerPoint presentation slides

· USEPA Region III G20 Summit Pre-deployment Planning and Operations Presentation – PowerPoint presentation slides
· Pittsburgh Summit 2009 – OSC / FOSC Operations – PowerPoint presentation slides

· Federal Register - Vol. 74, No. 242, December 18, 2009 / Notices – Council on Environmental Quality – Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force – Interim Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning
· The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Report to the RRT III for January 2010
· MSU Pittsburgh Coast Guard FOSC Activity at a Glance Report

· Sector Ohio Valley FY09 Strategic Business Plan Mile Marker – Maritime Stewardship

· Captain of the Port – Ohio Valley Newsletter – January 2010 Issue 04-10

· GSA – Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletter for Customers of the GSA Public Buildings Service

· GSA – MarkeTips – Volume 22, Number 6, November / December 2009

MEETING NOTES:
The RRT Co-Chairs, Dennis Carney (EPA) and CAPT Chris Austin, and Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks.  Mr. Carney thanked everyone for the organization, the great workshops and training sessions this week.  Mr. Carney reported that progress has been made in the proposal to provide additional information to the membership on the National Contingency Plan (NCP) product schedule.  During the May 2010 RRT meeting, vendors will provide products (solidifiers) to showcase on Tuesday afternoon. 
Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.

WELCOME TO VIRGINIA
Gregory Britt, VADEM RRT III member, welcomed all participants to Williamsburg, Virginia.  Mr. Britt encouraged everyone to enjoy historic Williamsburg while visiting the area.
PRESENTATION - Local Emergency Response Management System, Battalion Chief Chris Bell, Williamsburg Fire Department
Chief Chris Bell welcomed all RRT participants to Williamsburg and provided the audience with an overview of the Williamsburg Fire Department’s (WFD) emergency response capabilities and organization.   The Williamsburg, Virginia area provides a multitude of recreational activities, shopping centers, and historic landmarks.  The College of William & Mary was established in 1693, making it the second oldest college in America.  The Colonial Williamsburg site began restoration in 1926, when Dr. Goodwin brought the importance of Williamsburg to the attention to John D. Rockefeller.  Many Colonial structures were reconstructed on their original sites.  
The WFD has been in operation since 1753, make it one of the oldest Fire Departments in the United States.  The WFD is an all-hazards response unit, with search and rescue capabilities, a dive team, heavy equipment, and mutual aid agreements with surrounding municipalities.  A new Emergency Operations Center (EOC) opened in 2009, and is fully equipped with Emergency Support Function (ESF) stations, a separate command room, and high-tech computer system and communication capabilities.  The WFD responds to approximately 3,000 calls annually.  Williamsburg gets approximately 35,000 visitors for their Williamsburg Grand Illumination event during the Christmas holiday.  The WFD, Police Department, National Parks Service, Virginia State Police, and others coordinate an Operational Plan using the Unified Command structure during the Grand Illumination.  One central dispatch facility helps to improve and streamline communications among the various responding Departments, which has provided the City with success in such large events.                   
RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked all speakers and participants of the meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday with their many interesting presentations and training opportunities.  Ms. Baines thanked the Newport News Training Academy for the demonstration of the LUF-60 mobile fire fighting tool.  
Ms. Baines reported the following:  
· The RRT and Region III website’s web address has changed; http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Homepage website address is now:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/. 
· RRT II’s next meeting is scheduled for May 26-27, 2010 in New York State (location to be determined)

· RRT III’s next meeting is scheduled for May 11-13, 2010 in Ocean City, Maryland. More information will be provided in the near future. 

· RRT IV’s next meeting is scheduled for February 16-18, 2010 in Savannah, Georgia.
· Caribbean RRT’s next meeting is scheduled for the first week in May 2010.

· The NRT/RRT co-chair’s meeting is scheduled for April 13-15, 2010 in Phoenix, Arizona.
· If you have topics or suggestions for training or presentations – contact Linda Marzulli, EPA, at marzulli.linda@epa.gov, or Linda Baines, USCG, at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil.

PRESENTATIONS:
The following presentations were given at the Standing RRT meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia on January 14, 2010.
PRESENTATION – Defense Support to Civil Authority (DSCA) – An Introduction – COL James Mathis, Defense Coordinating Officer, FEMA Region III
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information, please contact COL James (Jim) Mathis at 215-931-5770 or via email at james.mathis@us.army.mil.   

COL James Mathis provided the membership with an introduction to the Defense Support to Civil Authority Process, US Army North.  As the Defense Coordinating Officer / Element (DCO/E), COL Mathis summarized the mission and role of his position.  The DCO/E is under the Geographic Combatant Command authority of USNORTHCOM.  COL Mathis is the DCO/E, the permanently assigned DOD representative in FEMA Region III for planning, coordination, and integration of DSCA with local, state and other federal agencies.  The DCO/E is co-located within the FEMA Regional headquarters.  They are subject matter experts for DOD resources within the region.  Their requirement is to provide insight and information into an incident back to their service.  In times of disaster, the DCO is activated and is co-located into the Joint Field Office providing a liaison between the military services and state and federal agencies.  The DSCA participate in disaster planning and response exercises in states within the region.  The primary role of the DCO is to provide situational awareness to the DOD agencies.
PRESENTATION – Virginia Marine Incident Response Team (MIRT) and Lessons Learned from the CROWLEY BARGE La Pricesa Incident – Mr. Bill Burket, MIRT (not in attendance); LT Jack Smith, Sector Hampton Roads; and CDR Richard Schultz, USCG Atlantic Strike Team (AST)
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information, please contact one of the presenters.  Mr. Bill Burket can be reached at bburket@portofvirginia.com or 757-615-6661.  LT Jack Smith can be reached at Jack.B.Smith@usc.mil or 757-668-5596. CDR Richard Schultz can be reached at Richard.J.Schultz@uscg.mil or 609-724-0008 x203.
The CROWLEY BARGE La Princesa incident occurred on November 13, 2009 as the barge was being towed from Puerto Rico to Pennsauken, New Jersey.  The barge’s stainless steel tow line parted near the Delaware sea buoy (Maryland/Delaware state line) during a strong Nor’easter with 25-foot seas.  This was an unmanned barge carrying 312 intermodal containers, including potential hazardous materials such as flammables, toxics, corrosives, dangerous when wets, and oxidizers.  After the tow line parted, La Princesa drifted and made landfall 130 miles south at Sandbridge Beach, Virginia near Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge (south of Virginia Beach).  The barge grounded approximately 120 yards from a fishing pier with concrete footings.  Responders feared that if the barge hit the concrete footings, a possible catastrophic release could result.  To prevent the barge from refloating and moving closer to the pier, responders filled the hull with water.  
Within 24-hours of notification, the Atlantic Strike Team (AST) mobed to the site from Fort Dix, New Jersey, set up weather stations, and conducted air monitoring of the shoreline adjacent to the grounded barge.  Status reporting of the current operations was relayed to the Sector Command Center and the AST.  The responders conducted detailed photo and video documentation and reviewed onboard damage assessment of the intermodal containers and the vessel itself.  No serious structural integrity issues or hazmat releases were identified.  The AST and salvage crews then boarded the barge to stage tow gear.  Two tugs were then used during a high tide to tow the La Pricesa back to deep water.  Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique (SCAT) equipment was staged and ready to be deployed if there was a release or incident.    

The incident spurred high media interest in the area.  The Public Information Officer (PIO) used an aggressive, proactive media strategy to stay ahead of the public perception through the effective use of the media rather than responding to the media requests.  The PIOs used the media as a tool, and reached out to the locals by conducting phone interviews, walking door-to-door with fact sheets, and providing personal interviews.  Local political leaders (Mayors, Senators and Virginia Governor) were all kept apprised of the situation.  The PIOs for this incident identified several lessons learned from the PIO perspective for this response: use aggressive response resources, use a proactive public relations strategy, and support team work among all responders.     http://www.incidentnews.gov/incident/8150  
The mission of the MIRT is to provide immediate on-scene maritime advice and agency liaison to Incident Commanders responding to fires, hazmat releases, or other Captain of the Port requests in the marine environment.  Currently the MIRT has 100 members from the various response community within the area (Virginia Port Authority, Navy, local fire fighters).  The MIRT can also provide training and equipment, such as support trucks, portable pumps, communication trailers, and thermal imagers.  For the La Pricesa response, the MIRT provided back up support to the AST, helped coordinate the cargo assessment, and supplied communications equipment.  The MIRT can be activated through the Virginia Port Authority, or contact Bill Burket at 757-615-6661 or bburket@portofvirginia.com.  
For more information on the MIRT, visit http://www.portofvirginia.com/corporate/port-security--safety/mirt.aspx.
PRESENTATION – G-20: Response Preparations and Incident Command – Marjorie Easton, EPA OSC; CDR Richard Timme, CG MSU Pittsburgh; CDR Richard Schultz, USCG Atlantic Strike Team 
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information, please contact one of the presenters.  Ms. Marjorie Easton can be reached at Easton.Marjorie@epa.gov or 304-234-0251.  CDR Richard Timme can be reached at Richard.Timme@uscg.mil or 412- 201-7330. CDR Richard Schultz can be reached at Richard.J.Schultz@uscg.mil  or 609-724-0008 x203.  

The G-20 Summit was held on September 24-25, 2009 in the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  This event was classified as a National Special Security Event (NSSE) and the US Secret Service (USSS) was designated as the Lead Federal Agency.  The event involved 23 Nations and their heads of State and Finance Ministers with approximately 3,000 delegates and more than 5,000 media.  

CDR Timme provided the membership with a summary of the MSU Pittsburgh logistics and organization integration for the G-20 Summit, as well as the impacts to the City during the event.  Preparations had to be made for each of the delegate’s arrival and departure via motorcade, such as protecting each of eleven routes from the airport to the venue.  The City decided to close highway entry/exits to the downtown Pittsburgh area for security purposes, which consequently left the City scarcely populated for that time period.  A remote facility multi-agency command center (MACC) was stood up five miles from the venue, which included satellite dishes and mobile command centers.  Allegheny County still needed to run their EOC, therefore, a dual set up was established at the EOC; the G-20 Summit MAAC was on one floor, and the Allegheny County/Region 13 EOC was on another floor.       

CDR Schultz summarized the AST’s interaction for the G20 Summit.  Two USCG units provided the Federal On-Scene Coordinator / On Scene Coordinator (FOSC / OSC) capability to support MSU Pittsburgh with their role as the lead federal agency for the Maritime Security Subcommittee.  The key to an NSSE under the response authority of the USSS:  there is no mandate for the USSS to utilize the Incident Command System (ICS) and therefore, ICS was not used.  The USCG did stand up as ICS, but presented the same information to the USSS as required.  The AST brought equipment to conduct hazmat decon, per National Strike Force Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).   The Knowledge Center program, a web-based management software program, was utilized for all G-20 agency activities.  The Region 13 EOC uses Knowledge Center on a daily basis, so it was an effective tool for managing and communicating.     
Lessons Learned from this event:  
1. Communications were an issue. There were not enough hand-held radios issued for the event, and bandwidth was limited so communications were limited and, at times, ineffective.  
2. When working an event with the US President, do not name assets “Eagle One”.  The response community had to change this designation.  
3. Needed a more robust outreach and coordination with legal teams (e.g., deputizing people and hand off of prisoners).  

Marjorie Easton, EPA OSC, briefly summarized the EPA’s G-20 Summit involvement through the Pennsylvania Region 13 response community.  The EPA provided assistance with the Consequence Management Subcommittee and also supported the Fire / Life Safety and Hazmat Subcommittee.  Using EPA assets, EPA personnel conducted air monitoring and radiation sweeps for the Department of Energy (DOE) using their Environmental Response Team (ERT) and National Decon Team (NDT).  EPA also brought in National Counter Terrorism Evidence Response Teams (NCERT) and stood up in the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) Headquarters at the Allegheny County EOC and other field locations.   EPA used the G-20 as an opportunity to become more familiar with the Rapid Assessment Tools (R.A.T).  The EPA ASPECT aircraft was stationed at nearby Washington County Airport, and collected aerial photography, with clearance, prior to airspace restrictions being employed.  Overall, the event was completed with no incidents.   
The EPA organized under ICS and conducted their role as if they were utilizing ICS for their response and planning efforts.  EPA’s role was to provide stand-by support.  Prior to the event, Region 13 staged their Command Post Rodeo in July 2009 at the Pittsburgh International Airport, coordinating 20+ command posts to exercise interoperability and communications.    
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS
Virginia
Representative Gregory Britt, VADEM, reported the following:
· Two incidents to report:
· In Goochland County, a pickup truck was observed smoking on a highway.  The truck contained pool chemicals including granulated chlorine.  As a result, VADEM was activated and the county HAZMAT responded and neutralized the event.
· In Henrico County, a tanker truck overturned on Airport Drive and spilled 8,000 gallons of jet fuel.  The truck driver was trapped, but successfully rescued.  Offensive operations were enacted to prevent the product from entering tributaries of the James River.  
· Recent snowstorms have affected the Commonwealth with significant power losses and the shut down of I-81 on several occasions.  VADEM responded to stranded victims, and provided water.  
· On Saturday, January 16, 2010 the Commonwealth of Virginia will inaugurate a new Governor, Bob McDonnell, in Richmond, Virginia at Capitol Square.  Guns were being allowed if you have a concealed weapons permit.

Representative Shawn Weimer, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), reported the following: 
· A full-scale industry-led oil spill exercise was conducted at the Western Refining facility in Yorktown, Virginia in October 2009.  The scenario consisted of a 3,500 barrel release of diesel fuel into the James River.  The objective of the exercise was to (1) exercise the collaborative response of the Area Contingency Plan (ACP) and its response components using NIMS/ICS; (2) assessing the ability to respond from a reactive to a managed response; and (3) deploy adequate equipment to address the response.  The exercise included many participants, such as the local Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), NOAA, Langley Air Force Base, VADEQ, DEM, AST, USCG District 5, and the US Fish and Wildlife Services, among others.  Lessons Learned: Better utilization of the Facility Response Plan and ACP, and communications among ICS sections could have been made the response more effective.  Overall, the exercise was a success.  
Maryland 

Representatives from the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) were not present.
Delaware 
Representative Jamie Bethard, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), had no incidents to report.
Representative Ben Anderson, Delaware DNREC, had no additional incidents to report, but added:
· DNREC-Watershed Assessment Branch (WAB) participated in a Conoco Philips exercise in December 2009.  
· In December, the Valero Refinery in Delaware City closed operations and will soon dismantle the plant.  The terminal at the refinery will remain open and will be shipping refined products and pumping it off via pipelines for another year. A significant cleanup of the facility may be required.  
Pennsylvania 

Representative Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), reported that there are no significant incidents to report since the last RRT meeting.  The following incidents may be of interest/concern:
· On December 30, 2009, 4,200 gallons of spent hydrofluoric acid was spilled from a 13-year old tanker truck onto the roadway.  At present, there is no regulatory requirement for the inspection of these tankers or their extent of life, so this was a reminder to the membership that they need to inspect and evaluate these tank trucks for service and use.  There could be more of these as potential events as tanker fleets age. 

· The Marcellus Shale Formation gas drilling is a developing issue for PADEP.  How can the wastewater generated from the oil extraction process be treated and/or disposed of?  PADEP is urging gas companies to recycle the wastewater.  Currently, five permit applications for frac water treatment plants have been submitted to PADEP.  This number is expected to continually increase as drilling increases throughout the Commonwealth.  
· Refer to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT III Report (Handout) for more details on these and other incidents.
West Virginia 

Representative Mike Dorsey, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), reported the following:
· During the recent snowstorm, West Virginia had 25 percent of the State without power, and many roads were closed.  WVDEP needed to revise their response capabilities within their state plan to address some of the issues for non-traditional responses (like snowstorm conditions).  Non-traditional responses are difficult to plan for, but need to be considered and addressed in the ACPs to help the Counties respond.  Provide detailed support information and contacts, rather than a statement in a Plan, “assist as needed”.      
District of Columbia 

Representative Paul Gill from the Department of the Environment (DCDOE) reported on the incidents from the last quarter of 2009:
· The DCDOE is responding to oil spills in empty lots with construction and redevelopment debris within the District.  
· A CSX diesel train turned over in the rail yard.  The resultant spill could have hit the Anacostia waterway, but CSX quickly addressed the incident and prevented the incident to expand into the waterways or environment outside of the rail yard.  
· DCDOE is developing an Emergency Response Program for the Department.  These plans will be primarily regulatory and enforcement in nature. The DCDOE is also working to establish communications with fire and EMS in the area.  DCDOE continues to work closely with EPA OSC Charlie Fitzsimmons to get this program underway for environmental protection for the District. 

AGENCY REPORTS:
The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

Representative Ed Levine, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC), reported the following:
· A tanker containing 41,000 barrels of ethanol ruptured off New York City’s Gravesend Bay.  The tanker was overfilled, causing the internal walls to collapse.  No ethanol was released to the water.   
· A submerged WWII vessel in Sector Long Island Sound has begun to leak fuel that remains in its tanks.  The vessel rests in 180 feet of water.  Sector Long Island Sound is evaluating for a potential fuel salvage operation.  

· Working with Sector Commanders on coordinating with the local law enforcement community for the use of their hydrographic survey equipment.  This is a cooperative effort between the two agencies; NOAA conducting the training for the use of the equipment and the sharing of data, and law enforcement to do hydrographic surveys.  At present, NOAA is trying to determine what survey equipment is currently available. 

· NOAA is updating the Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) protocols to address the new equipment available and being used by the Strike Teams for dispersant application monitoring.

· The first annual Clean Atlantic Conference will be held May 17-19, 2010 in Baltimore, Maryland.  http://www.cleanatlantic.org/ 

· Sector Delaware Bay is building a GIS-based emergency response spill management tool known as Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA).  EPA has funded the pilot project in the Caribbean and in New England in support of the Spills of National Significance (SONS) exercise in New York.  ERMA is a data platform capable of interfacing diverse spatial data sets and real-time data in a web-based mapping format that is accessible to the command post and assets in the field. The platform gives environmental responders and decision-makers ready access to specific data useful during spill drills, planning, response, assessment and restoration, as well as for other environmental incidents and natural disasters.
· Mr. Levine is working with the Delaware River and Bay Advisory Committee to get a report out on recommendations for the area by April 2010.

Representative Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC adding the following information:

· NOAA was involved in two separate responses during the last quarter: 
· The CROWLEY BARGE La Princesa incident, NOAA provided trajectory information and other modeling needs for the response; and 
· On January 3, 2010, NOAA responded to a fishing boat that ran aground in a North Carolina inlet.  The fishing boat grounding had a potential for a 4,000 gallons diesel fuel release, but no spill occurred.  
· Frank Csulak and VA DEQ will be hosting a NOAA Science of Oil Spills (SOS) class in the August or September 2010 in Seattle, Washington.  Contact Frank Csulak (frank.csulak@noaa.gov) for more information about the class dates and availability.

· SSC are convening a meeting in Santa Barbara, California in May 2010.  They will be revisiting the NOAA Shoreline Countermeasures Assessment Team (SCAT) program following the COSCO BUSAN incident.  NOAA will be evaluating the SCAT program to ensure that the quality of our SCAT products and participants.  During the May 2010 RRT III, NOAA will be able to provide an update on SCAT products updates / revisions.  
· SSCs will be involved in the upcoming SONS drill in Boston, June 23-24, 2010.
· NOAA has been given $1M to address abandoned historical vessels that are either leaking or are a threat.  If you have a need or know of a vessel of concern, contact Ed Levine (Ed.Levine@noaa.gov) or Frank Csulak (Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov) to explore information / options.
· NOAA SSCs will be deploying to Haiti for the earthquake response.

DOI 

Representative Mike Chezik, Department of Interior Region III, reported the following:   
· No major incidents to DOI resources since the last RRT meeting.
· The National Parks Service (NPS) and DOI are working with EPA on their involvement for the Liberty RadEx exercise relative to the decontamination of cultural resources.
· DOI is helping EPA update the Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP); USFWS will update some of the FWS planning.  The NPS will put together a new appendix for NPS units in Region III.

· DOI personnel will not be able to attend all ACP meetings due to budget restrictions, but Mr. Chezik will be very interested to review the ACPs for all Sectors for accuracy of information relative to DOI.  Please provide Mr. Chezik with your revision and he will coordinate the DOI’s review.
· A notice was posted in the Federal Register (FR) 74 FR 67178 on the Council on Environmental Quality’s Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force—Interim Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning (Volume 74, No. 242 Friday December 18, 2009).  This proposal will create nine regional planning boundaries to help determine how the oceans, coast, and lakes will be sustained.  This effort will identify additional sensitive areas that will need to be incorporated into the ACPs.  The proposal is available for public comment: http://www.smartpdf.com/register/2009/Dec/18/E9-30071.pdf 
ATSDR 

Representative Bob Helverson, ATSDR Region III, reported the following: 
· ATSDR received 64 requests in November for assistance and information.
· Working with EPA Regions III and VIII in evaluating the hydraulic fracturing (frac) issues associated with the Marcellus Shale Formation.  ATSDR is collecting data on frac fluids for heavy metals and other toxics to determine toxicological effects and potential impacts to drinking water by the fracing process.  Also working with EPA Region III on a Task Force to discuss issues related to the disposal and collection of frac water, since there are high total dissolved solids, and the frac water treatment process releases known carcinogens.   

· Working with EPA Brownfields Program and Penn State Cooperative Extension to raise awareness and ensure healthy practices in creating urban agricultural plots (city gardens).  Residents need to be aware of potential impacts from the soils that are in these urban areas.  ATSDR is preparing a fact sheet to give growers guidance on safe gardening practices.  ATSDR will evaluate data if residents have had plots sampled.  
· Providing consultation on several landfill sites, including one landfill that may be impacting a nearby elementary school with odors (evaluating chemical exposures).  

· Continuing to investigate the Polycythemia Vera (PV) cancer cluster in Northeast Pennsylvania.  Recently, health screenings identified a genetic mutation in the affected population. When activated, the genetic mutation may provide a link to PV cancer.  A baseline blood evaluation is being conducted in the area.  
· Continuing to provide support on sites with vapor intrusion, coal ash, and other issues.  
FEMA

Representative Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz reported that FEMA has been participating in:   
· One activation of the Joint Field Office (JFO) in Virginia for effects of the tropical depression Ida that hit on November 11, 2009.
· FEMA is re-organizing two groups into one; the Regional Disaster Operations and Disaster Assistance Programs are now collectively the Disaster Operations Division.    
· FEMA was involved in the planning for the G-20 Summit, held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
· FEMA is continuing to hire, available positions are posted on http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/.  
· FEMA is supporting the upcoming Liberty RadEx Exercise and Liberty Down Continuity of Operations (COOP) Exercise.  
· FEMA funds programs for master’s degree for local, state, federal employees 

· Active in the development of a Delaware Valley Fusion Center that will be focusing on security and transportation component of the Delaware River and Delaware Bay.
· FEMA Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Terms (AAT) book, revised in July 2009 with 6,200 entries, is available for download from:  http://www.fema.gov/plan/prepare/faat.shtm.   
GSA 

Representative Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, reported the following: 
· GSA Participating in the Liberty RadEx and the National Level Exercise (NLE 2010) scheduled for May 2010. 
· The GSA Mid-Atlantic Region Office of Emergency Management partnered with the Philadelphia Federal Executive Board (FEB) and FEMA to conduct Determined Accord, a Pandemic COOP workshop on Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  Representatives from over 20 local, state, federal and private agencies participated in this daylong event.  This exercise was designed to discuss COOP issues and planning initiatives in a scenario-based, inter-agency tabletop setting.  The current H1N1 pandemic has highlighted the need to ensure agencies are prepared to continue essential functions.  Among the many aspects addressed in Determined Accord, there was a special emphasis on the human resources issues arising from a pandemic.  This exercise was an excellent opportunity to test and improve our continuity plan and processes specifically focusing on our capability to communicate and access our mission essential records from remote locations

· Coordinated GSA’s response to FEMA Region II and FEMA Region III to identify locations for JFO space because of the damage done by Tropical Storm Ida in New Jersey and Virginia.  GSA leased 10,000 square feet of office space for a six month term in Newport News, Virginia for FEMA Region III in support of Presidential Declaration DR-1862-VA.  The GSA Norfolk Field Office staff also provided sourcing and contracting support to FEMA for laborers, copiers, shredding, cable TV service, and forklifts.

· GSA is a participating agency in Liberty RadEx a national two tier exercise sponsored by EPA scheduled for the week of April 26, 2010.  We will also be participating in the Eagle Horizon National exercise in May 2010.

· The GSA Mid-Atlantic Region has a large responsibility under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  One project is the Richard H. Poff Federal Building in Virginia.  The modernization will incorporate many advanced technology energy saving features, including a new curtain wall window system to reduce heating, cooling and lighting costs, and a solar roof system to generate renewable electricity.

· The GSA Personal Property Center (PPC) continues it support of various State Agencies for Excess Property.  The center assisted representatives from the Baltimore County School District with acquiring 194 pieces of computer equipment through the Computers for Learning (CFL) program.  The computer equipment will be distributed to the various schools throughout Baltimore, Maryland. The PPC also provides various training and informational sessions to customers on Property Management, GSAXcess ®, and Personal Property Disposal.

· Ms. Toniazzo provided copies of the Mid-Atlantic Bulletin for review and information. 

DoD U.S. Navy 

Representative Bill McGowan, the Interim Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC), reported:

· No major incidents in the last couple of months.  
· In September 2009, a 1,000 gallon spill of JP-5 occurred at the Norfolk Naval Station.  This release was the result of operator error; the spill was quickly contained and cleaned up by the Navy Oil Recovery Team.  
USACE

Representative Mickey Mulvenna was not present.  Ms. Mercogliana Pomerantz, FEMA, reported the following for Ms. Mulvenna:
· The USACE North Atlantic division has a new Emergency Manager point of contact for Regions I, II and III, Mr. Mike Ganley.
· The USACE is engaged with the Delaware River & Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee as a non-appointed member.
· The USACE will serve as the ESF-3 team leader for the upcoming Liberty RadEx exercise.
USDA 

Representative Kurt Gernerd was not present. 

DOT / PHMSA 

Representative Tony Murray, PHMSA, presented the following:

· There will be a 2-day, multi-modal transportation training seminar offered in Baltimore on May 4-5, 2010.  Several breakout sessions will be offered to discuss regulations on transporting hazmats in commerce.  Speakers will include representatives from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  
· The 2008 Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG) is available on CD-ROM, and interactive version is available on the internet at: http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/library/erg.  
DHS/PSA
Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland Protective Security Advisor (PSA), reported the following:
· Mr. Hanna thanked the USCG for their support during the G-20 Summit, which was a successful NSSE event.   

· PSAs in Region III can provide help and assistance where needed with NSSE and other events under the direction of the USSS and other agencies as needed.  
· The State of the Union is an upcoming NSSE event, to be delivered on January 27, 2010.   
· Another significant DHS event will be the Super Bowl held in Miami, Florida on February 7, 2010.  The Superbowl is not classified as an NSSE event, but a Special Event Assessment Rating (SEAR) Level I event.  The Lead Agency for the Super Bowl will be the City of Miami Police Department, with FEMA leading Consequence Management.  By the event being classified as SEAR Level I, locals retain the lead agency with Federal agencies supporting.   
· The Pennsylvania PSA is conducting site assessment visits of critical infrastructure/key resource facilities in the Commonwealth.     

· The Virginia PSA is hosting various training opportunities in the Commonwealth, including a bomb-making awareness course.  DHS is raising awareness to the public to be aware of large purchases of chemicals from beauty shops and hardware stores (fertilizers).      
· The Maryland PSA is providing both a protective measures and a soft-target course; Mr. Hanna will forward the course list to the Region III RRT coordinators to announce to the RRT members to see if anyone would like to participate.

· DHS has entered into an initiative with other agencies regarding five major malls and hotels in commercial districts.  DHS has visited 1,500 malls and hotels to work with these facilities to train the owners on some of the potential for terror events on their properties.
DOE 

Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  
Representative Bob Brook was not present.
DOL/OSHA 

Representative Adam Hamrick, OSHA, reported the following:

· Mr. Hamrick assumed his position as Regional Industrial Hygienist and Emergency Response Coordinator for Region III in November 2009.
· OSHA has a four-man rapid response team that is trained, equipped and ready to respond to an incident of national significance.  Currently, four volunteers are also being trained for emergency response.  By May 2010, OSHA will have a team of 8 volunteers that can respond.

· OSHA is participating in the planning and play for the upcoming Liberty RadEx exercise.  The Salt Lake City special response team will participate and will activate their response trailer for the event.

· Enforcement – OSHA has responded to two significant events since the last RRT meeting:

· The Philadelphia Sunoco refinery had a hydrofluoric acid release that sent 13 workers to the hospital and left one with long-standing health issues; 
· The Marcus Hook Sunoco refinery’s ethylene unit had exploded, but no injuries.
· In the National Capitol Region, global harmonization issues are moving forward.  OSHA has a severe violator policy that will increase OSHA’s regulatory capacity.

· H1N1 guidance was developed for high risk occupations.  Investigations are under way for incidents, including a nurse that fell victim to the H1N1 virus.  
· A national records-keeping office has been established for OSHA.

FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):
The following sections describe FOSC reports addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting: 
EPA Region III OSC Reports 

Representative Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC, reported on the following:

· The IACP is undergoing review and is available from www.epaosc.org/R3IAC.  The IACP is being modified to provide a more all-hazards approach.  Updates will be available online.
· Subarea OSC assignments have been updated and posted to the website: http://www.epaosc.org/sites/2037/files/IACP09_3507_11x17_table.pdf.    
· The full-scale Tier II Liberty RadEx exercise is being conducted April 26-30, 2010 at several venues around Philadelphia.   
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 
Representative CAPT Mark Ogle (FOSC) reported on the following:

· Sector Hampton Roads participated in an area industry-led PREP exercise at the Western Yorktown Refinery in October 2009; 
· A Maritime Security Executive Committee (AMSEC) tabletop exercise was conducted in Norfolk, Virginia.  The exercise involved a dirty bomb scenario and the focus was on the recovery of the response system.  The next component of the response was then impacted by a Nor’ easter when the responders had to address the needs of getting the system back up and running and the Port open again.  The exercise paid off, as the Port was quickly re-opened.  
· Continuing to break ice in Wicomico River to get heating oil to people.

· Responded to a bilge pump freeze up that caused a boat to overturn and resulted in a release

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

LCDR Samson Stevens reported that the Sector has responded to 124 incidents (busy season) since the last RRT meeting.  Most are minor events, but several were Federalized.  He also reported the following issues:

· No major spill to report.  Sector Delaware Bay had 35 oil reports that opened the fund for $120,000. 

· Conducted a boom deployment tabletop exercise with the Delaware Bay and River Cooperative (DBRC) and small boat stations.
· Participated in the Philadelphia Conoco Philips PREP exercise in August 2009.  

· Facility Closures – the northeast has nine major refineries; six are in the Delaware Bay.  Two of the six refineries have now closed.  This causes a significant economic impact to the DBRC and Tri-state Bird Rescue and Research in terms of contract and money losses.  Trickle down effects from these closures for response.
· Delaware Bay and River Advisory Committee has been established for 18 months.  They are currently working on their charter renewal and will have a report to Congress by April 19, 2010.
· Participating Liberty RadEx, the Sector is providing one of the nine venues for player activities.  The USCG pier will be a RadNet deployable site for the event. The AST will also be involved with nine players.  
Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) 

Representative LCDR Patti Mitrowski reported the following:

· CAPT Mark O’Malley sends his regards but was unable to attend this meeting.
· Sector Baltimore submitted a report on the Democratic and Republican events later this month.  The Sector is working with US Capitol Police and USSS on both of these events.  
· Sector Baltimore will be participating in the Global Nuclear Security Summit at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NCR) held April 12-13, 2010 in Washington, D.C.  This event will be an NSSE event as forty heads of state / government will participate.  The Sector has begun planning for that event with the lead federal agencies.
· The first Clean Atlantic Conference will be held in Baltimore, Maryland on May 18-19, 2010.  This conference will be held every two years. http://www.cleanatlantic.org/index.html 
Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

Representative LT Erwin Jones from the Sector Buffalo reported the following:
· The Sector continues to respond to weather issues relative to icing and checking marinas to inspect vessels that remain in the water in a prevention effort.
· Continuing to address the flare canister issue on Lake Erie with Canada.  Expended flare canisters are washing up on New York shores that often do not burn out completely and still contain phosphorous. The Sector is working with Army Explosive Ordnance Device (EOD) group and EPA to determine the best way to recover these canisters. The Sector is coordinating to educate the marina, public and 9-1-1 centers on how to handle and notify officials for these flare canister incidents.  
· ICS training continues at the Sector.  Currently working with the New York State and focusing on WMD/CBRN, HAZWOPER training and other specialized training.
Sector Ohio Valley 

Representative CAPT Hung Nguyen reported the following:
· 110 incidents occurred in the Sector in the last quarter (a decrease from 200 incidents).  

· The COPT newsletter is now a regular function.  Visit the Ohio Valley website for a copy http://homeport.uscg.mil/ohiovalley/  or contact CDR Andrew Tucci by email at Andrew.E.Tucci@uscg.mil to be part of the newsletter distribution list.

· A Transfer of Command will be occurring soon; CAPT Nguyen will be reassigned to Hawaii, CAPT Larry Hewett will be taking his place.  CAPT Nguyen will encourage CAPT Hewett to participate in the Region III RRT.

MSU Huntington (Ohio Valley)
Representatives from MSU Huntington were not present.

MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)
Representative CDR Richard Timme reported on the following:

· The G-20 Summit was the focus of the last quarter at MSU Pittsburgh.
· Refer to the MSU Pittsburgh’s Coast Guard FOSC Activity at a Glance RRT Region III Meeting (Handout) for more details on these and other incidents.

Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee) 

Representative LT Shannon Scaff from Sector North Carolina reported that:
· Participated in refloating a stranded vessel.  
· Participating in the Moorehead City, North Carolina Port incident that involved a forklift puncturing nine drums of the explosive pentaerythritol tetranitrate (PETN).  The release was contained to the Port.    
· On February 12, 2010, a Change of Command ceremony will be held for the outgoing Sector Commander CAPT June Ryan, who will now report to USCG HQ in Washington, D.C. CAPT Ryan will be replaced by CAPT Anthony Popeil.

MSU Wilmington 

Representatives from MSU Wilmington were not present.
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:
The Co-Chairs again thank everyone for attending the Region III RRT meetings this week.  Thank you to all our speakers for their dynamic and interesting presentations.  If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker for upcoming RRT Meetings, please contact RRT Coordinators, Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov).  The next Region III RRT meeting is tentatively scheduled for May 11 -13, 2010 in Ocean City, Maryland.  Additional information will be provided as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized. Please continue to check the RRT III website’s Upcoming Meetings section at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org.  
RRT III Meetings for 2010:
· May 11-13, 2010 – Ocean City, Maryland
· September 14-16, 2010 – Lancaster, Pennsylvania  (tentative) 
Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 
Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org. 
FEMA NRF website:       http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1150.[image: image1.png]



1

