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SPILL RESPONSE COUNTERMEASURES WORKGROUP

Williamsburg, Virginia
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
1300 - 1420
CHAIRPERSON:  Ruth Scharr for Kevin Boyd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

AGENDA:
· Introduction and welcome

· PRESENTATION - Selection Guide for Oil Spill Response Countermeasures Update – Debbie Scholz, SEA Consulting, Inc. 
· PRESENTATION – National Contingency Plan (NCP) Product Schedule Subpart J and Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) – Nick Nichols, EPA, and Vince Zenone, EPA
MEETING NOTES

Ms. Scharr welcomed all workgroup members and other present regional response team (RRT) members.  

PRESENTATION - Selection Guide for Oil Spill Response Countermeasures – Debbie Scholz, SEA Consulting, Inc. 

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the Selection Guide update, please contact Debbie Scholz at dscholz@seaconsulting.com or 843-367-5126. 

Ms. Scholz provided an update on the status of the Selection Guide, which provides a list of products that are authorized for use on oil spills.  During 2009, the Region III Selection Guide Workgroup reconvened to include a committee of state, federal, and industry partners on updating the Selection Guide.  The revision streamlined the Selection Guide to only encompass the product categories that are regulated under the NCP Product Schedule (40 CFR 300.900).  To retain all important information, fact sheets are being developed as a supplement, rather than including such information within the actual Selection Guide.  

Currently, an interactive, electronic version of the Selection Guide is being developed that will be available for download using Adobe Flex from the NOAA Office of Response & Restoration server (http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/index.php).  The electronic version will document the decision-making process, and will allow for adapting the online guide when new products are developed or new information is learned.  The Alpha version of the online guide is scheduled for launch on February 1, 2010, and the final version is due March 31, 2010.  Beta tester volunteers are requested; please contact Dean Dale (Deand@genwest.com) or Mary Evans (marye@genwest.com) if you are interested.  

PRESENTATION – NCP Product Schedule Subpart J and Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) - Nick Nichols (EPA) and Vince Zenone (EPA)
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team (RRT) Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the NCP Product Schedule and SMART program, please contact Nick Nichols (Nichols.Nick@epa.gov or 202-564-1970) or Vince Zenone (Zenone.Vincent@epa.gov or 215-814-3267).

Mr. Vince Zenone gave the presentation on the NCP Product Schedule.  He provided the workgroup with an overview of the Region 3 status and history with the NCP Product Schedule products and categories.  For Products listed in 40 CFR 100.910, the RRT has pre-authorized their use for areas 3 miles from shore or greater.  For areas within 3 miles of shore and inland areas, the RRT will have to approve the use of dispersants or other alternative countermeasures as applicable.  If immediate impacts are threatened, the Federal OSC has authority to use a product.  A suggestion was made to adopt SMART protocol to amend the 1997 Memorandum of Understanding that covers chemical countermeasures, surface collecting agency, and protocols for monitoring and training requirements.    

Mr. Nick Nichols provided the membership with an overview of the SMART guidance relative to the dispersant and in-situ burn monitoring.  Tier 3 monitoring for dispersants (quantitative) has never been implemented for an operational dispersant application in the US.  There have been three dispersant uses in the Gulf of Mexico in recent years, but the Gulf Strike Team was unable to reach the treatment site in time to conduct the Tier 3 monitoring of the application.  Mr. Nichols provided the membership with an overview of EPA’s strategy for a dispersant application and their request for an effective monitoring program utilizing the SMART protocols.  EPA will be updating the Subpart J to 40 CFR Part 300.900 in 2010.  The draft Rule is scheduled to be posted to the Federal Register in late 2010.
Workshop Opportunity

In-Situ Burn Workshop – February 23-24, 2010 at the American Petroleum Institute office in D.C. – Contact Ms. Leigh Dehaven for more information (dehaven.leigh@epa.gov). 
This meeting was adjourned at 1420. 

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will held be in Ocean City, Maryland from May 11-13, 2010.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  
