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TRAINING WORKGROUP MEETING

Williamsburg, Virginia
Tuesday, January 12, 2010
1300 - 1500
CHAIRPERSON:  Ed Levine, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Site Safety Coordinator (SSC)

AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – Specialized Monitoring Applied Response Technologies (SMART) Radiological Monitoring Strategies for Off-Site Consequence Monitoring of Radiation Incidents Training – Ed Levine, NOAA SSC
· PRESENTATION – CAPS – Dispersant Regulations Vessel and Facility Response Plans, LT Xochitl Castandeda, USCG

· PRESENTATION – Monitoring Technology Update, CDR Richard Schultz, USCG Atlantic Strike Team

· Demonstration of the LUF-60 Mobile Fire-fighting Support Machine – Newport News Fire Department Training Academy (17300 Warwick Blvd., Newport News, VA)

HANDOUT

· NOAA Nautical BookletChart, available at:  http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/BookletChart.html.  The BookletChart are experimental, NOAA is looking for additional feedback on the product to determine if it is something that will remain in place or be removed.  Contact Ed Levine with comments ed.levine@noaa.com. 
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Levine opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked everyone to introduce themselves.

PRESENTATION – Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART).  Radiological Monitoring Strategies for Off-site Consequence Monitoring of Radiation Incidents (SMART-RAD) - NY/NJ Area Contingency Plan Annex. - Ed Levine NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the SMART Radiation module, please contact Ed Levine, at ed.levine@noaa.gov or call 212-668-6428.

Mr. Levine provided an overview of the SMART-RAD New York-New Jersey Area Contingency Plan Annex – Sector New York, dated June 21, 2004, and how it can be applied to radiological events throughout the Region. 
In 2002, the ship Palermo Senator was carrying a container that registered as radioactive.  This finding spurred a radiological response by the Sector and the Department of Energy and ultimately shifted the vessel to a lightering point and closed New York Harbor for several days.  The investigation found that the suspect container held Spanish tiles that are made with naturally occurring radioactive clay.  As part of the after action report of the incident, several shortfalls of the monitoring efforts were identified by the responders.  A multi-agency workgroup was formed and tasked with the development of the SMART-RAD Contingency Plan Annex as a common framework for standardized radiological monitoring.  SMART-RAD is a unified approach to radiological monitoring for collecting and reporting information.  The focus of the approach is for the first few days of a radiological incident (first 100 hours).  However, SMART-RAD does not address long-term considerations, such as groundwater impacts, cleanup, health and safety standards, public monitoring, or decontamination.  These issues will need to be addressed by experts should a radiation event occur.
Initiating conditions that would trigger a SMART-RAD response include an event, defined as detection or occurrence of a release, or a condition, defined as credible potential for a release of radiological materials to the environment that warrants considerations of offsite impacts.  This approach is not applicable to contained radiological events, only those that are spreading.  SMART-RAD activities are available as an option for the Unified Command, directed by the Operations Section Chief, to assist in decision-making.  Functional field teams would have several missions, including assessment, monitoring/sampling, evidence collection, and decon.  
Once the initiating condition occurs, decisions must be made about monitoring – What?; Where?; When?; How? 
Information needs are prioritized: (1) identify areas of contamination to determine the geographic extent of impacts and control the spread of contamination, (2) obtain measurements (background, upwind), and (3) obtain information to verify non-impacted areas (high population densities or sensitive populations).  SMART-RAD then provides procedures for direct radiation monitoring using ion chambers, indirect monitoring, and sampling using handheld survey meters.
The SMART-RAD plan also provides appendices that include information on contacts, laboratories within the region, generic forms that would be used by Federal Radiological Monitoring and Assessment Center (FRMAC), federal/state/local assets, air monitoring stations, and other pertinent information.  

For more information, or a copy of the SMART-RAD NY/NJ Area Contingency Plan Annex, contact Ed Levine (ed.levine@noaa.gov).     

PRESENTATION – Dispersants/On-water Oil Removal Capacity (CAPS) Final Rule Overview – Dispersant Regulations Vessel and Facility Response Plans, LT Xochitl Castañeda, USCG HQ
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the dispersants regulations, please contact LT Xochitl Casteñeda at Xochitl.L.Casteneda@uscg.mil or call 202-372-1225 at the USCG HQ Vessel Response Program (VRP); or online at http://homeport.uscg.mil and view the “Regulatory Updates” for more information.  
LT Casteñeda provided the membership with a summary of the Dispersants/On-water Oil Removal Capacity (CAPS) ruling for dispersants use in the United States (33 CFR Parts 154 and 155.1050(j)).  The presentation included a summary of the history, rollout, and requirements for dispersant use for vessel and facility owners and operators.  
The objective of the CAPS requirement is to increase pollution response preparedness before oil spills occur.  The CAPS requirement will require vessel and facility owner/operators in pre-authorized areas to contract with Oil Spill Response Organizations (OSROs) for dispersant capabilities, including the need for trained field observers and aerial tracking capabilities.   Most of the coastal areas of the United States are covered by pre-authorization for dispersal use.  Case-by-case authorization is reserved for Alaska, Guam, American Samoa and Connecticut.  Long Island Sound is covered by New York.  Compliance with this planning requirement is due by February 22, 2011.  
OSROs are also being classified for dispersant capability and aerial observation by the USCG National Strike Force Coordination Center (NSFCC).  OSRO classification information will be available on the Regional Response (RRI) database (by August 2010).

Planning requirements for worst-case discharges for vessels and facilities are tiered by the volume of oil treated (in gallons); Gulf Coast capacities are set higher because of the significant volume of oil storage in that geographic area.  Stockpiles of dispersants are located in Arizona, Hawaii, Louisiana, and Florida (for local and Caribbean responses).

Since most facilities are on land, those facilities do not have to comply with the dispersant contractor requirements (except for oil wells in the Gulf of Mexico)
.  These regulations apply to approximately 795 tank vessel plan holders and cover about 7,000 vessels and 2,798 facilities.  
For additional information, go to www.uscg.mil/vrp, under Regulatory Updates ( Dispersants / On-water Oil Removal Capacity (CAPS) link to access more information on the CAPS program and its requirements.  USCG Homeport – Vessel Response Plan Program website http://homeport.uscg.mil/vrp.  The CG-5431/VRP Team can be contacted for any VRP questions.

PRESENTATION: Monitoring Technology Update – CDR Richard Schultz, USCG AST

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the USCG’s AST monitoring technology at (609) 724-0008.

CDR Schultz provided the membership with an overview of the Atlantic Strike Team’s (AST) monitoring capabilities for the Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) for dispersants and in-situ burning (ISB) applications during an oil spill response.  CDR Schultz summarized the monitoring capabilities of the USCG Strike Teams; what they can bring to an incident when dispersants or ISB are being utilized, in test or in operational situations.  The SMART monitoring folds naturally into the ICS structure; applications are under Operations but observations and the results of the application are funneled through Planning, specifically through the NOAA SSC for feedback and determination of operational continuation / non-operational decision-making.    

CDR Schultz provided a summary of the dispersant SMART Tiers:

· Tier I – Observations (qualitative; trained observer and aerial platform)
· Tier II – Effectiveness (qualitative; using fluorometer; near real-time in water sampling)

· Tier III – Fate & Transport – (quantitative; Hydrolab water chemistry)

CDR Schultz also provided the membership with an update on the new monitoring equipment that is available to all three Strike Teams (Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific).  Technology advances have simplified the monitoring process and is superior to what was available in the past.  The NOAA SSC is a critical component in the decision-making process for additional go / no-go decision-making as part of the Environmental Unit in the Planning Section.  Currently, an effective dispersant application is defined as one that has an order of magnitude increase in dispersed oil versus background oiling in the water.  
FIELD TRIP
Demonstration of the LUF-60 Mobile Fire-fighting Support Machine – Newport News Fire Department Training Academy (17300 Warwick Blvd., Newport News, Virginia)

Meeting adjourned at 1500.
�Oil wells in the Gulf are an exception how?  That they DO have to comply (which wouldn’t be an exception to the dispersant requirements), or that they DON’T have to comply, the same as on-land facilities?  I’m confused.





