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INLAND AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Williamsburg, Virginia 
 Tuesday, January 12, 2010
0830 - 1130
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Steve Jarvela, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
AGENDA
· Region III Inland Area Committee Plan (IACP) Update 

· EPA OSC Reports
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Stephen Jarvela welcomed all participants and had them introduce themselves and their agency affiliation.  

Inland Area Committee Plan Revisions
Mr. Jarvela opened the sessions with a discussion on the update process for the Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP) for Region III.  A copy of the IACP can be downloaded from: http://www.epaosc.org/sites/2037/files/vol1iacp2007b.doc.  Mr. Jarvela provided the IACP via email on December 16, 2009.  If you would like to be on Steve Jarvela’s distribution list for updates on the IACP, or would like to receive a copy, contact Steve Jarvela at jarvela.stephen@epa.gov or (215) 814-3259.  Please provide input to Steve Jarvela on this version of the IACP.
For 2010, some of Region III’s EPA OSC SubAreas have been re-assigned.  The new Region III SubArea Assignment Map can be found at: www.epaosc.org/R3IAC.  The Region has 14 SubAreas, primarily based on geopolitical boundaries.  A supplemental list is also provided with the Region III SubArea Assignment map.  This list provides information on each SubArea, such as the assigned lead OSC and 2 alternate OSCs with their contact information, the State and Counties involved in the SubArea, and the associated US Coast Guard (USCG) Sectors (if applicable).  There is a big push from the Federal level to incorporate “all-hazards” planning for the Area Contingency Plans, per the National Response Framework (NRF).  

Mr. Jarvela attended a national workgoup meeting with other regional planners in Washington, D.C. to discuss all-hazards planning.  Expanding the focus from oil to all-hazards planning in Area planning is important.  Mr. Rich Fetzer noted that he has been doing all-hazards planning for his Northeast Pennsylvania SubArea for years now, and it has helped to engage the local and county jurisdictions in the planning process.  The all-hazards approach can help with outreach by including all participating agencies/organizations for the area.  
Mr. Kerry Lieb, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), noted that the Marcellus shale issue is really ramping up in the Region.  Spills associated with Marcellus Shale will consist of acids/heavy metals from the frac water.  The local and county agencies are concerned about frac water spills, and will welcome the all-hazards planning approach.  Mr. Kerry Lieb can provide lessons learned and further information on Marcellus shale to the RRT, i.e., how are they handling the water storage, oil storage, permitting process, etc.  West Virginia is also seeing a rise in Marcellus Shale drilling and home drilling.    

**ACTION ITEM: Ms. Debbie Scholz will contact EPA Region IV to see how they have incorporated such issues in their Plans. 

CAPT Hung Nguyen, USCG, commented that if all-hazards planning is done, then make sure all-hazards is incorporated at the RRT-level and SubArea level; all or nothing.  Steve Jarvela commented that most Counties are developing scenarios for their planning efforts for all-hazards.  The Counties are working with multiple jurisdictions to ensure there is consistency within the Area.  Ms. Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), stated that the NRF allows flexibility, so the focus of the planning should be on the needs/resources of each community.  Use caution when detailing plans for each scenario, if plans get too pre-scripted, flexibility is limited.  Mr. Mike Chezik, Department of the Interior (DOI), noted that the NRF has hazards provided as separate annexes.  Also, EPA has a handbook that outlines roles and responsibilities for each type of all-hazards (using ICS titles).  That handbook can be used as a resource in developing the IACP.   Ms. Chris Wagner, EPA OSC, recommended that the RRT be used as a central repository for information, such as it has been for the biofuels information.  Hazards that affect all SubAreas should be able to be brought to the RRT for discussion, and solutions can be shared with the membership.  Perhaps an annex to the IACP could be designated for new/emerging issues (i.e., biofuels).      

Mr. Jarvela stated that a significant amount of work is being done at all levels of government to allow the RRT to be the clearing house for information for all local and SubArea responses.  As technology progresses, data management (especially mapping) becomes more dynamic and more useful for planning and for use during a response.  Remember to make sure information is communicated across jurisdictions, SubAreas, etc.  

Review of IACP (Volume I)

Mr. Jarvela provided the membership with an overview of the current IACP.  The IACP is web-based, with links that allow you to navigate the document.  Once the SubArea plans are updated, they will be posted online to www.epaosc.org.  State representatives please provide input on blue highlighted areas.  All members to provide input on yellow highlighted areas.  The overall content is the same, but the format has been updated.  
Section II.  B.7 Native American Response 
There are no federally recognized tribes in Region III; however, tribes are recognized in bordering Regions.  Northwest Pennsylvania is in contact with the Seneca nation near the New York border, and Virginia has several Commonwealth-recognized tribal nations.  Consider including the bordering and state-recognized tribes into the SubArea Plans. 
Nick Nichols, EPA Office of Emergency Management (OEM), noted that tribal and Environmental Justice (EJ) issues are becoming a significant focus at EPA Headquarters.  Heavy industry tends to be located near EJ communities.  The goal of EJ is to make sure minorities and low income neighborhoods are included in area planning at the community level.  Additionally, make sure there is outreach to vulnerable EJ communities.  The National Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC) has been established within EPA.  NEJAC Fact Sheet can be downloaded from:  http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/publications/ej/factsheets/fact-sheet-nejac-2008.pdf
NEJAC Subcommittees include:   

· Air and Water 
· Enforcement
· Health and Research
· Indigenous Peoples 
· International
· Public Participation and Accountability

· Waste and Facility Siting
Is there a message that EPA can provide to EJ communities?  Does EPA OEM have a recommendation for including EJ communities in the ACP process?  
Chris Wagner has received letters written from EJ communities regarding being relocated.  Are there monies/resources to backup EJ concerns raised by EPA?  Once a community is identified as being vulnerable, then what can EPA do?  Is relocation an option?  The issue may have to go through the US court system.  

Greenpoint, New York is an example of significant EJ concerns: http://nysdecgreenpoint.com/ProjectHistory.aspx and http://www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/newtowncreek/. 
Section II. G. Notification
The Notification process among local, state, and federal agencies is being reviewed.  Local officials and citizens need a quick reference document that shows exactly who to notify in an emergency.  OSCs need to make sure states are updated, and understand that federal resources available.   An electronic link to a contact list in this section would be helpful.  Contacts will have to be checked/updated often.  
Section II. M. Public Information and Community Relations

Public communication and information sharing needs to be improved.  Public Relations / Community Relations is critical to the success of a response.

Section II P. Federal Agency Participation

Section II Q. State and Local Participation in Response 

Please provide input to these Sections regarding federal, state, and local participation.
Section III E. Planning and Response Strategy
Portions of this section were pulled from other Region’s plans.  Please provide input to these Sections regarding response strategies.

Section IV. B. Funding 
OPA effectively permits other federal agencies, state agencies and tribes access to the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) for a variety of purposes.   Please ensure that States have letters sent to USCG if the Fund is used.
Section VI. State and Local Involvement in Response

This section is new; States need to provide additional input.  Additional topics are included (i.e., enforcement).  Should the use of volunteers issue be included in Section VI?  All USCG Sectors have been directed to incorporate the use of volunteers into Section VI. USCG will require volunteers complete training process.  Currently, the RRT suggests that individual volunteers contact existing volunteer organizations (i.e., TriState Bird Rescue) if they would like to be involved in a response.  
Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) provide an organized program with base level of training, experience, and skills http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/.  CERT teams are used differently, based on jurisdictions.  The CERTs are federally funded, but activated and utilized at the state and local level.  The District of Columbia has a citizen training program for emergency response/disaster response personnel (CERT classes).  In Virginia, the CERT program is involved in an upcoming hazmat exercise in the Newport News area (postponed to Fall 2010). 600+ CERT volunteers are expected to participate.  Chris Wagner has also used CERTs in PREP drills.  The CERT program in Florida is active, due to hurricanes.  CERTs are offered training throughout the year on specialized topics.  
Many liability issues arise with the use of walk-on volunteers; do they need HAZWOPER training, what kind of information can response agencies legally ask of a volunteer without violating Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) Privacy and Security Rules?  Consideration should be given to including credentialing volunteers in the ACP or SubArea plans.  Region 9 has draft plan for volunteers, following lessons learned at the Cosco Busan oil spill. 

**ACTION ITEM: Steve Jarvela will follow up to see how other Regions are using volunteers. 
Section X.  Use of Dispersants and other Chemicals (40CFR300 Subpart J)

Subpart J is addressed at the RRT level.  A suggestion was made to add a link within the IACP to the pre-authorization document.  Indicate use of Special Teams, such as Strike Force, etc.      

Section XI. Federal Facilities 
This Section needs to be further expanded, especially regarding federal resources.  Region III has a lot of federal facilities, especially the Washington, D.C. area.  
List of Appendices
The order of Appendices will be revised to be more logical.

Appendix 1 – Geographic Boundaries

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been updated to show the USCG/EPA boundary in digital format.  

Appendix 3 – Sensitive Areas

Mike Chezik spoke with Pete McGowan (USFWS) on a limited update of the sensitive area data for Region 3.   EPA is trying to acquire GIS data from agencies to incorporate into the planning.  Mr. Chezik and Mr. McGowan are willing to provide some updates on Appendices 3 and 4, and others as applicable.

Mr. Dave Anderson, National Park Service (NPS), is developing a National Park Service annex for other RRTs.  Dave will work to create one for Region III as well (pending assistance / cooperation from the regional parks).  He can provide input for both coastal and inland ACPs.  The NPS can offer some sensitive area information for Appendix 3.
Appendix 13 – State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs) In Region III
This is a new appendix, which will provide a list and identify SHPOs in Region III.  A suggestion was made to include a weblink for SHPOs by county.  There is often a shift in staffing of SHPOs; therefore, the list/link would have to be updated.  Ben Anderson had difficulty contacting SHPOs recently in Delaware.    

Appendix 14 – Contingency Planning

This appendix will provide a compilation of National Response Team (NRT) planning efforts.  
Appendix 15 – State Emergency Information 

This is a new appendix.  Information can be pulled from the general text for Appendix 15.  The Appendix will outline the role of State agencies.

General Comments
Do you prefer weblinks to information that should be included in the plan?  E.g.:
· SHPOs - http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/shpolist.htm 
· Federally and state recognized tribes - http://www.indians.org/Resource/FedTribes99/fedtribes99.html
The EPA GIS team is staffed to update GIS/mapping data.  If there are federal/ state/ local databases with pertinent information, useful for the ACP or SubArea plans, let Steve Jarvela or the SubArea OSC know.  The EPA GIS team will incorporate the data into Regional database, which will then be available to all OSCs.   
Please send any other comments, on content, format, web link, etc. to Steve Jarvela (jarvela.stephen@epa.gov).    
**ACTION ITEMS:  Need to verify that all weblink contacts are still valid and true.  Can use the individual that keeps the state fact sheets current do the federal website links checks within the IACP.  The IACP final document will be ready to be presented to RRT at the Region 3 RRT meeting in May 2010.

EPA OSC Report Outs
1. Vince Zenone – Northwest Pennsylvania
· Working within his SubArea with State and local officials to follow up on incidents on county-level, and providing post-incident critiques.  
· Working with USCG on area planning for Lake Erie, and involved in port security meetings.  

2. Greg Ham –  Southcentral Pennsylvania (backup to Upper Chesapeake)
· Attending LEPC meetings to meet with counties, working with Eugene Dennis to expand outreach in the Upper Chesapeake SubArea.  
· Working on setting up a workshop for Blair County, Pennsylvania for EPCRA

· Working on setting up first responder training with Chris Wagner for Bedford County, Pennsylvania.
3. Marjorie Easton, Southwest Pennsylvania, West Virginia

· Active in Pennsylvania Region 13 Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) 
· Active in West Virginia/Ohio River Focus Group, dealing with EPA and West Virginia and Ohio states, inspectors meet on regular basis. 

· Participated in G-20 Summit this fall.  Ms. Easton will provide a report out during the Standing Meeting during this RRT.  
· Active participation in the Area Maritime Security Committee. 

4. Rich Fetzer – Northeast Pennsylvania
· Working to re-visit the mapping idea to incorporate GIS 

· Updating Northeast Pennsylvania plan, along with Regional Plan to include Marcellus shale information.  
· Pocono 500 race is again taking place; PADEP may/may not be involved due to budget crisis.  
· Interdiction issue needs to be discussed; it presents itself at events such as Pocono 500.  Environmental scanning may pick up radiation on an individual who may have undergone cancer treatment; then that individual might be targeted or prevented from entering due to counter-terrorism efforts.  EPA is not responsible for imposing authority on an individual, but who is?  Coordination is needed between EPA and law enforcement personnel (ATF, CST, FBI, etc.) in monitoring and detecting hazards.  Let law enforcement agencies do their job.   Interdiction is not EPA’s responsibility to, for instance pick up weapons/ammo in disasters.  EPA is not trained in handling weapons.  Guy Miller, Monroe County Emergency Manager, is planning for an exercise to include interdiction.  
· Working to keep up with the county and local contacts in the Northeast PA SubArea.  Rich would like to provide a newsletter for his SubArea (as Bob Kelly does for his area), and conduct incident meetings to boost outreach. 
· Working on Region 2 / Region 3 exercise in Burlington, New Jersey for February 16-19, 2010 to revisit the Region 2/3 MOU.  EPA Region 2 is leading the planning, and the focus of the exercise will be on communication.  The exercise will also serve as preliminary trial for exercise control techniques (trial run for the April 2010 Liberty RadEx exercise).
5. Chris Wagner (Southeast Virginia / Tidewater)  

· Goal for 2010: Modify SubArea plan, incorporate Hampton Roads and Tidewater Areas and several new counties.
· Working with John Bart with Portsmouth (USCG) for an upcoming exercise.  The exercise is tentatively scheduled for Fall 2010 (originally scheduled for April 2010).  
· Follow-up from May 2009 PREP exercise: Modifying SubArea plans to include ethanol and biofuels information. 
· Participating in Coastal Area plans, goal is to modify plans to update, establish roles in the inland area, working with Portsmouth.  Follow up to Area Plan exercise, biofuels information will be included.

6. Ann Breslin reported by Ruth Sharr – Northcentral Pennsylvania
· Ann Breslin has met with LEPCs in the Northcentral Pennsylvania SubArea.  

7. Bob Kelly reported by Steve Jarvela – Southwest Virginia, West Virginia
· Bob Kelly has established good relationships with state and local officials by conducting exercises, drills to test their resources. 

· Bob Kelly has taken over for Debbie Lindsey along Ohio River.  Bob is still working on Ohio River data collection, and wants to include such information to IACP.  Mr. Kelly continues extensive mapping and planning efforts within his SubAreas.  
· Mr. Kelly developed a newsletter for his SubArea to keep the counties and local agencies informed and updated on planning efforts.

8. Jack Downie reported by Steve Jarvela – Central West Virginia
· Central West Virginia is an oil region, so there are always oil production issues.  Otherwise, there are no major water bodies, so it is a relatively quiet SubArea. 
9. Don McLaughlin reported by Steve Jarvela – Shenandoah Valley
· Trying to attend LEPCs, outreach, establishing relationships, including local and county officials in exercises, etc. 

10. Mike Towle reported by Steve Jarvela – Southeast Pennsylvania/Delaware
· Actively working with USCG Sector Delaware Bay, and attending USCG meetings.  Revising and re-writing SubArea plan. 
· Active with planning, and meeting with Southeast PA Counties.
11. Myles Bartos reported by Steve Jarvela – Southcentral Virginia
· Establishing relationships in the Southcentral Virginia SubArea. 

· Conducting outreach to the Counties, working to establish relationships.

12. Charlie Fitzsimmons reported by Steve Jarvela, DC Extended area
· Active on working on the contingency plan.  Working with the District to set up their environmental department. 

· Washington D.C. is home to many federal facilities, so Mr. Fitzsimmons is often working with Department of Defense (DoD), Capitol Police, etc. on planning efforts. 

· Rich Rupert, EPA OSC, is assisting Mr. Fitzsimmons in the DC SubArea. 
13. Nick Nichols, EPA OEM
· EPA HQ is updating SPCC regulation again.  EPA OEM is pushing to identify high risk FRP facilities, how is risk defined (by how much oil is stored?, by the facility location?, etc.).  The Final Rule may influence planning efforts.    

**ACTION ITEMS:  Mr. Jarvela requested that he and Linda Marzulli or the Sub-Area OSCs be made aware of any exercises in the Region so that the RRT can have good representation in the area to interact with the local response community. 

NEXT MEETING:

The next RRT meeting will be in Ocean City, Maryland and is scheduled for May 11-13, 2010 (tentatively).  The September 2010 meeting is tentatively scheduled to be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

The meeting was adjourned at 1130.   

Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  
























