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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING

Williamsburg, Virginia
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
0930 – 1035
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

AGENDA
· Agency Fact Sheet Updates
· PRESENTATION  – Agro-terrorism - Cancelled

· PRESENTATION – TRANSCAER – Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response – Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz, FEMA
· PRESENTATION - US Department of Transportation (DOT) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) HAZMAT Fusion Center – Tony Murray, DOT
· PRESENTATION – National Response Framework (NRF) Annex on Worker Safety and Health – Adam Hamrick, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), Regional Industrial Hygienist and Emergency Response Coordinator for Region 3

HANDOUTS:

· TRANSCAER tri-fold brochure

· TRANSCAER Website fact sheet
MEETING NOTES

Ms. Mercogliana Pomerantz, FEMA welcomed all workgroup members and other regional response team (RRT) members that were present.  

UPDATE ON MEMBER FACT SHEETS

Agency Fact Sheets are completed and are now posted to the RRT 3 website, http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/.  If you have not provided your agency review, please provide your comments to Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz (Catherine.Pomerantz@dhs.gov) with any comments as soon as possible.

Ms. Mercogliana Pomerantz noted that as we go through the year, often contact information and personnel change.  Ms. Mercogliana Pomerantz requested that the individual RRT members remember to provide the RRT with these changes.  If you do have a change in contact information or a personnel change, provide this information to Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz (Catherine.Pomerantz@dhs.gov), Lori Coleman (lori.coleman@tetratech.com) or Debbie Scholz (dscholz@seaconsulting.com).  After your changes are received, the information will be recorded and posted on the RRT website, where applicable.  

PRESENTATION – TRANSCAER – Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response – Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz, FEMA 

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org.  For additional information or if you have any other questions on the TRANSCAER process and the services they provide, please contact Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz at Catherine.Pomerantz@dhs.gov or go to the TRANSCAER website at http://www.transcaer.com/.
Ms. Mercogliana Pomerantz provided the workgroup with an overview of the TRANSCAER program.  TRANSCAER is a voluntary national outreach effort that focuses on assisting communities prepare for and respond to a possible hazardous material transportation incident.  TRANSCAER will have tabletop exercises and workshops during the evening hours to accommodate community members.  TRANSCAER members consist of volunteer representatives from the chemical manufacturing, transportation, distribution, and emergency response industries, as well as local, state and Federal government.
The objectives of the TRANSCAER program include the: 

· Promotion of safe transportation and handling of hazardous materials; 

· Education and assistance of communities near major transportation routes about hazardous materials; and 

· Provision of aid for community emergency response planning for hazardous material transportation incidents. 

TRANSCAER is already well established in Pennsylvania.  There are three upcoming exercises in Eastern Pennsylvania (Carbon County, Northampton County, and Lehigh County).  For Pennsylvania, the point of contact is Mr. Arthur D. Kaplan, Community Information & Training Associates (akaplan@cita.vpweb.com).  In Delaware, the program is just being formed.  For Maryland, the point of contact is Mr. Mike Austin, CSX Transportation, Inc. (mike_austin@csx.com).  For Virginia, the point of contact is Mr. Glen Rudner, Virginia Department of Emergency Management (glen.rudner@vdem.virginia.gov).  For West Virginia, the point of contact is Mr. Mike Bragg, Dow Chemical Company (braggml@dow.com).  The national contact is Ms. Donna Lepik (dlepik@chemtrec.com).     
PRESENTATION - US Department of Transportation (DOT) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) HAZMAT Fusion Center – Tony Murray, DOT
Mr. Murray, DOT, provided a brief summary of the DOT’s effort in establishing and funding the three National HAZMAT Fusion Centers in the US.   

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is funding the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) during the establishment and operation of three National HAZMAT Fusion Centers.  These centers differ from the Department of Homeland Security fusion centers.  The HAZMAT Fusion Centers conduct investigations for HAZMAT incidents like the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) does for air and rail accidents.  Their focus is to collect information, determine causes, and make recommendations to the industry to prevent a similar occurrence from happening again.  
The National Hazmat Fusion Centers will be secure, web-based network to facilitate information sharing for first responders training for and responding to hazardous materials incidents.  It will be the first such data center for the first responders’ community, but the effort to create it and its results will encompass a broader range of stakeholders.  It will provide crucial knowledge for all decision makers on the transportation and delivery of hazardous materials.

· The National Hazmat Fusion Center will serve three purposes:
1. Information collection, which will include: 

· Developing a central location for the collection of information on the nation’s hazmat teams (location, capabilities, equipment, etc.) 

· Creating a repository for hazmat incident reporting on a secure web portal and a toll-free phone number for incident reporting 

· Forming Regional Incident Survey Teams (RIST), which will be deployed to serious hazmat incidents to collect information on first-responder activity 

· Developing a method for increased communication and trust-building among the nation’s first-responder hazmat community 

· Incorporating information from various sources (utilizing the DOT’s Enterprise Approach), including federal agencies and the private sector 

2. Analysis of information collected, which will include: 

· Developing effective practices, planning tools and resources for first responders 

· Creating after-action reports from RIST-investigated hazmat incidents 

· Providing recommended requirements for equipment and training for hazmat teams 

· Identifying trends and patterns for the prevention and mitigation of hazmat incidents 

· Interpreting data to assist the development of high-tech hazmat response equipment and training 

· Ensuring that multi-agency reporting is streamlined so a redundant reporting system is not created 
3. Dissemination of information and analysis, which will include:

· Recommendations for safely responding to hazmat incidents 

· Training materials for first responders (such as quarterly curriculum materials, training drills, conferences, and email blasts) 

· Identification of the most frequently shipped and most hazardous materials 

· Data-based recommendations to industry and transporters for improved safety of shipping containers and processes 

· Data for use inclusion in national-level decision-making processes 

The HAZMAT Fusion Center has developed videos, training, and other tools.  The Chemical Safety Board (CSB) conducts investigations of accidents at fixed facilities; the NTSB conducts investigation of transportation accidents, but no one agency investigates other hazmat incidents.  For more information or to get involved, contact hazmatfusion@iafc.org or go to www.hazmatfc.com/. 
PRESENTATION – National Response Framework (NRF) Annex on Worker Safety and Health – Adam Hamrick, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), Regional Industrial Hygienist and Emergency Response Coordinator for Region 3

Mr. Hamrick, OSHA, shared with the workgroup that a new annex has been added to the National Response Framework – the Worker Health and Safety Support Annex.  This Annex can be reviewed at: http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-support-wsh.pdf. 
OSHA has developed a response team that can respond to an incident (land or vessel) to determine that the health and safety workers are adequately protected for future incidents.  The team consists of Incident Command System-trained safety specialists.  The team can provide industrial hygienists for air monitoring, noise monitoring, etc.  The team is actively working on planning the upcoming Liberty RadEx exercise.    

OSHA does not have authority over a single sole-proprietor operation (i.e., home manufactured biofuels), but if there is at least one employee, then OSHA can take action to ensure compliance with worker health and safety regulations.  Mr. Hamrick reminded the workgroup that OSHA conducts audits, inspections and enforcement actions.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN REGION III:

April:

· Tier II Liberty RadEx RDD Exercise – April 26-30, 2010 (Philadelphia)
· FEMA Liberty Down COOP exercise – April (Philadelphia)
May:

· RRT III Meeting – May 12-14, 2010 (Ocean City, Maryland)
· Clean Atlantic Conference – May 17-19, 2010 (Baltimore, Maryland)
· US DOT 2-day HAZMAT Transportation Multi-modal Training program at the BWI Airport, Baltimore, Maryland – May 4-5, 2010 (Contact Tony Murray at anthony.murray@dot.gov) – Free registration 
One additional note is that FEMA is re-organizing.  The Regional Disaster Operations Division will now be the Response Division and the Disaster Assistance Division will now be the Recovery Division. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1035.

NEXT MEETING
The next RRT meeting will be in Ocean City, Maryland and is scheduled for May 11-13, 2010.  The September 2010 meeting will be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. 

OTHER INFORMATION OF INTEREST
1. The FEMA Acronyms, Abbreviations and Terms (AAT) Book has been updated, but no hard copies are available yet.  Visit the FEMA webpage for the latest downloadable version (July 2009) (http://www.fema.gov/plan/prepare/faat.shtm).  The FEMA Publishing office can provide a hard copy to your office.

2. ANNOUNCEMENT:  CSX Launches Free Interactive Training for First Responders
Jacksonville, FL.  CSX recently launched a free, online training program to educate emergency personnel on how to safely respond to incidents on and around railroad property and equipment.  The site is the first of its kind launched by a U.S. railroad for this audience.

CSXSAFE offers participants the opportunity to gain an understanding of how railroads operate, including some of the hazards of working around the rails and necessary protocols to keep responders safe. This web-based program takes less than an hour to complete, and is intended to provide important information to public agency personnel in fire and police departments, rescue and emergency medical organizations.

Go to http://www.csxsafe.com for more information.

3. Guide to Nongovernmental Organizations for the Military: 
A primer for the military about private, voluntary, and nongovernmental organizations operating in humanitarian emergencies globally is now available.  See the guide through DOD’s Center for Disaster and Humanitarian Assistance Medicine (CDHAM) 2009 at: http://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/ngo-guide.pdf.

4. Listed are recent new standards developed through ASTM that may be of interest, particularly in the US since FEMA/DHS is working with both committee.  For more information go to www.astm.org.   

Homeland Security committee (E54) -  E2731-09 - Standard Specification for Materials to Mitigate the Spread of Radioactive Contamination after a Radiological Dispersion Event. 

Search and Rescue committee (F32) - F2794-09 Level 1 (Basic) Mounted Search and Rescue (MSAR) Responder
