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WILDLIFE RESPONSE WORKGROUP MEETING

Towson, Maryland
Wednesday, January 28, 2009
0800 - 0830
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)

AGENDA

· PRESENTATION – Discussion on Wildlife Protocols, Dr. Cindy Driscoll, MD Veterinarian – Cancelled.
MEETING NOTES

Alan Williams opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
DISCUSSION

Dr. Driscoll was not able to present at this morning’s meeting due to inclement weather.  Alan Williams will try to reschedule Dr. Driscoll for our May 2009 RRT meeting in Virginia Beach.
Mike Chezik has compiled a list of Qualified Wildlife Rehabilitators (QWRs) and determined the resources list that a QWR should expect to be on-scene as they arrive.  This information should be added as an annex to our Area Contingency Plans.  The list will be distributed to the RRT member agencies.  A suggestion was made for facilities to include a primary wildlife rehab organization in their Response Plan. 
ACTION ITEM:  Provide a copy of the QWRs list with meeting minutes.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) law enforcement personnel are available to respond, but not immediately.  Tri-State Bird Rescue works with many of the QWRs in the region.  Each state has a list of permitted rehabilitators on line, but that list does not indicate the QWRs’ training level, experience or their resources on hand. 
QWRs train and qualify for separate state and federal wildlife rehabilitation permits.  Federal permits address marine mammals and migratory birds. Rabies vector species (e.g., raccoons) are determined at the state level; permits at the state level may be more restrictive.  A QWR has to have both state and federal permits in order to be fully qualified.  The state QWRs may not be able to assist based on their current circumstances.  
Alan Williams is looking to equip response vehicles with boxes/folding cages in their response vehicles for holding wildlife until a QWR arrives on-scene.  We are not doing things the most efficient way. 

PRESENTATION – Maryland Department of the Environment.
Mr. Williams provided a summary of the MDE’s organization and their regulatory requirements and response requirements.  Alan is the State On-Scene Coordinator (SOSC).  He provided a summary of the resources (equipment, vehicles, etc.) for responding to their regulatory jurisdictions.  

Meeting adjourned at 0830.
