Standing RRT Meeting

Towson, Maryland

January 29, 2009

Page 4 of 17

REGION III STANDING RRT MEETING

Towson, Maryland
Thursday, January 29, 2009
0830 to 1150
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS:  Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III, Captain Michael Andres, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and Mr. David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5

AGENDA

· Convene, introductions, and co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to Maryland – Mr. Steve Patterson, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), Assistant Secretary
· Emergency Response Management Capabilities – Chief Williams Spencer-Strong, Baltimore County Fire Department (BCFD)
· Regional Response Team (RRT) III Coordinator’s Report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG
· PRESENTATIONS:
· SEAWITCH Update – Lt. Joshua Blocker, USCG Sector Baltimore, Mr. Alan Williams, MDE
· Historical and Cultural Resources at Risk – Dr. Susan Langley, Maryland Department of Planning, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Partners Share Plan to Restore Delaware River from 2004 ATHOS I Oil Spill – Mr. Ed Levine, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC)
· EPA Radiological Dispersion Device (RDD) Plans – Mr. Dennis Carney, EPA
· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Maryland

· Delaware

· Pennsylvania

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
· Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) - Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR)
· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA Reports

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)

· Sector Ohio Valley

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· MSU Wilmington

· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and agenda – Thursday, January 29, 2009

· Athos I Oil Spill – Draft Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan (DARP) PowerPoint presentation slides

· DARRP – M/T Athos I Delaware River Oil Spill Restoration Fact Sheet

· Federal Register -  Vol. 7, No. 3, Tuesday, January 6, 2009 / Notices – Department of Commerce, NOAA, Notice of Availability of a Draft Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment for the M/V ATHOS I Oil Spill; Request for Comments.

· Historical and Cultural Resources at Risk – Maryland State Historic Preservation Office PowerPoint presentation slides

· EPA Regions 3, 4, and 5 – Nationally Significant Incident Approach to RDD Response

· The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Report  to the RRT III for January 2009

· Sector Hampton Roads Pollution Preventions & Investigations Branch – 4th Quarter Report 2008

· Sector North Carolina FOSC Report RRT III 28, January 2009

· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report RRT III 26-28 January 2009 – Sector Delaware Bay Capt. D.L. Scott Commander

· Draft 2009 Work plan for Regional Response Team III

· GSA – Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletter for Customers of the GSA Public Buildings Service

DATES OF IMPORTANCE 

· Next meeting in May 12 - 14, 2009  in Virginia Beach, Virginia
MEETING NOTES

The RRT co-chairs and Dennis Carney (EPA) and CAPT Michael Andreas / Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks.  Workgroups meetings were great this time; speakers were excellent.  

Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.

WELCOME TO MARYLAND
Mr. Steve Patterson, MDE Assistant Secretary welcomed all participants to Towson, Maryland.  Ms. Shari Wilson, MDE Secretary was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Patterson provided the membership with a summary of the emergency response and hazmat capabilities and expanding those capabilities within the state.  Mr. Patterson was appreciative of the collaborative effort with the state and federal agencies, especially in regard to the SEAWITCH.      
Mr. Patterson thanked the membership for all they do for the response community.  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANAGEMENT 
Chief William Spencer-Strong, BCFD, welcomed all RRT participants to Baltimore County.  The BCFD counts MDE as one of its greatest partners for response in the area.  The DHS Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) has allowed BCFD to work together as a jurisdiction, and to improve upon planning and preparedness efforts.  Chief Spencer-Strong thanked the RRT membership for all they do for the response community. 
RRT III Coordinator’s Report 

Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked participants of the meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday with many interesting presentations and training opportunities this week.  Ms. Baines addressed the following issues:  
· The RRT and Region III website’s web address has changed; http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. 
· RRT II’s meeting is April 7-8, 2009 in West Point, New York.

· RRT IV’s meeting is February 24 - 26, 2009 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
· The NRT/RRT co-chair’s meeting is March 3-5, 2009 in Charleston, South Carolina.

· The next RRT III meeting is scheduled for May 12 - 14, 2009 in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  EPA Region III is sponsoring the government-led PREP exercise in the Tidelands (Elizabeth River) area of Virginia to coincide with the Region III RRT Meeting.  This exercise will be held May 12 - 13, 2009, and member agencies are asked to participate.  More information regarding lodging will be forthcoming in the near future. 
· The USCG and EPA are working with the Sectors and EPA to coordinate a date for ESF-10 Refresher Watch Stander Training.  

· The Region III September RRT meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 15-17, 2009 in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
PRESENTATIONS

The following presentations were given at the Standing RRT meeting in Towson, Maryland on January 29, 2009.

SEAWITCH Update – Lt. Joshua Blocker, USCG Sector Baltimore and Alan Williams, MDE
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Lt. Joshua Blocker (Sector Baltimore) at Joshua.N.Blocker@uscg.mil or 410-576-2587 or Alan Williams (MDE) at awilliams@mde.state.md.us or (410) 537-3994.
Lt. Blocker and Mr. Williams provided the membership with a brief case history, the current case status, and projected actions for the SEAWITCH in Baltimore Harbor.  In August 2003, the NRC received a report of a sunken vessel leaking oil.  Response operations ceased in November 2003 and the ship was left in place due to ownership issues.  In September 2007, additional oily waste removal from the SEAWITCH was undertaken due to new oil leakages.  At this time, oil was found to have collected within the double-hull spaces that had not been identified previously.  The operation was shut down over the winter and was reconvened in Summer 2008 to continue recovery operations.  By September 2008, the SEAWITCH was successfully refloated to accurately confirm the quantity of oil remaining in the double bottom tanks and towed to Sparrows Point, MD.  In October 2008, the USCG Commandant approved the destruction of the SEAWITCH as the best means to mitigate the substantial threat of a discharge of oil.  
As of January 26, 2009, the federal project ceiling was at $18.5 million.  Currently, the SEAWITCH is located in a graving dock while crews work to salvage and destroy the vessel.  Nearly 500,000 gallons of No. 6 oil and oil-contaminated water was removed from the vessel.   Additionally, a total of over 200 tons of mud, sludge, debris and trash have been removed from the vessel so far.  The recovery operations will continue through the end of February / early March 2009.  The Unified Command, consisting of USCG, MDE, RRT members (EPA, Tri-State Bird Rescue, NOAA), and emergency response contractors, played an essential role in the success of this project.  
NOAA and Partners Share Plan to Restore Delaware river from 2004 ATHOS 1 Oil Spill – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC) – Presented by Ed Levine, NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Ed Levine at Ed.Levine@noaa.gov or (212)668-6428 or Mr. Frank Csulak at Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov or 732-872-3005.  

Mr. Levine presented on behalf of Mr. Csulak, and provided the membership with a summary of the Draft Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan (DARP) as released for the ATHOS I oil spill.  The comment period for the release of the Draft DARP began on January 6, 2009.  This DARP describes 1) the injuries, 2) proposed alternatives for restoring natural resource injuries and 3) compensation to the public for recreational losses resulting from the November 2004 oil spill.  Comments on the draft DARP must be submitted in writing no later than February 20, 2009.  

The proposed restoration projects are located in nine areas in the three impacted states (PA, DE, and NJ) for a total of $24 million.  The Final DARP and Natural Resources Damage Assessment (NRDA) claim will be submitted to the USCG’s Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) to obtain funding for implementation of restoration projects.  The restoration projects include restoring approximately 300 acres of oyster bed, marsh, shoreline, wet meadow, grassland, and stream habitat; three recreation projects; and four projects to remove stream obstructions restricting the migration of anadromous fish.  Updates can be found at http://www.darp.noaa.gov/northeast/athos.
Historical and Cultural Resources at Risk – Dr. Susan Langley, Maryland Department of Planning, Maryland State Historical Preservation Office.
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Dr. Susan Langley (MDP) at slangley@mdp.state.md.us or 1-800-756-0119 x7662 or 410-514-7662.  

Dr. Langley provided a summary of the MD SHPO and their interactions and response to oil spills and hazardous materials incidents within the state.  Maryland is one of the only states that has historic preservation staff who participate regularly in emergency response drills and activities.  Hurricane Isabelle flooded the historic downtown area of Annapolis, Maryland, in 2003.  Historic sites must be considered during cleanup efforts.  After the Patuxent River Oil Spill in 2000, several historic ships were oiled along the shoreline and needed to be carefully cleaned and restored to preserve their cultural/historic integrity.  Shoreline cleanup and assessment technique (SCAT) teams must recognize archaeological artifacts that may be found near historic sites.  The SHPO also responds when historic ordnance (Civil war bombs, cannonballs, etc.) are found by citizens.     
More information can be found at www.MarylandHistoricalTrust.net.

EPA Radiological Dispersion Device (RDD) Plans – Mr. Dennis Carney, EPA Region III
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information, please contact Mr. Dennis Carney at Carney.Dennis@epa.gov or 215-814-3241.
This presentation summarized the EPA’s efforts to conduct Nationally Significant Incident (NSI) planning, the Spring 2010 RDD exercise (Liberty RadEx), and other efforts.
As part of EPA’s gaps analysis, EPA is testing their nationwide response capabilities to five (5)  simultaneous NSI events (e.g., 9/11’s World Trade Center, Shanksville, PA, Pentagon, etc.).  A 5-fold response is designed because it is likely that a deliberate attack will result in a multi-incident event.  DHS identified five scenarios to be considered – a blister agent attack, earthquake, hurricane, anthrax, and radiological dispersion device (RDD or ‘dirty bomb’).  In today’s timeline, the likelihood of a multi-faceted response need is likely.  The EPA’s resource needs and capabilities for a multi-faceted response need to be reviewed.  Goals of this effort include identifying/quantifying gaps and determine what needs are required to fill such gaps.  This effort also tries to identify the technical approaches and Incident Command System (ICS) response structure to address the scenarios and any shortfalls.  EPA is now incorporating the states’ capabilities and resources into the analysis.  

This analysis was initially coordinated among all EPA regions in 2008.  Planners identified the five NSI responses likely to require EPA to deploy for an environmental response.  EPA Regions III, IV, and V are responsible for working two of the scenarios (Anthrax and RDD events).  The major flaw to this analysis in 2008 was that there was no time to incorporate state and other Federal agency view and resources into this planning structure.  Mr. Carney asked the state participants and other agencies of the RRT to review this information and to help with this analysis. 
Part of the NSI Planning effort includes conducting a large-scale exercise to ground-truth the plans.  The EPA chose to focus on an RDD incident, because the nation is more vulnerable to such an attack because of the lack of experience with an RDD.  As a result, EPA Regions III, IV, and V are coordinating an effort to plan a National Tier II Full-Scale RDD Exercise, dubbed Liberty RadEx.   The exercise is scheduled to be conducted in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania during April 2010.  This exercise will focus on ESF-10, the cleanup effort required after the initial emergency.   Mr. Carney discussed a staffing matrix that would be required for an RDD response.  It was determined that the EPA would require a significant number of trained staff to fill the roles required to respond to an RDD incident.  EPA requested that states provide input on the NSI Planning and exercise efforts, in particular, the respective state environmental department, state health department, and state emergency management agency.  Mr. Carney is asking the Primary RRT representative from each state to take the lead for organizing this review meeting with EPA.  EPA will report back to the RRT after conducting their initial meetings with the states.  The next step will be incorporating the other federal agencies into the planning process.  Information requested from the states includes rad-trained personnel, available equipment, ICS-trained personnel, etc.

ACTION ITEM:  State and other federal agencies are asked to review the EPA Region III NSI plans and provide comments or meet with EPA.  Mr. Carney has established a set schedule for the EPA/State NSI meetings (available from the presentations).  

EPA will be meeting February 3-5, 2009 at the EPA COOP in Boothwyn, Pennsylvania to start the Liberty RadEx planning effort.  Federal agency and state partners are welcome to participate.  Mr. Bill Steuteville, EPA Region 3, is the contact for Liberty RadEx Planning Steuteville.William@epamail.epa.gov or (215) 814-3264.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Executive Committee met Wednesday, January 28, 2009.  Based on that meeting, the Executive Committee authorized the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup to review a number of Region III RRT policies that have been in place since early 1990s.  The RRT membership community needs to review the policies and determine whether they are still applicable, conduct any updates necessary, and resubmit to the Executive Committee for adoption by this RRT.

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS

This section discusses the state and commonwealth reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting. 
Maryland 

· Mr. Alan Williams, MDE, reported:

· Information for Maryland is provided in the Sector Baltimore report.  

· He added that the MDE is spending a significant amount of money for home heating fuel incidents.  The question has been raised regarding when can the owner of a trailer park can be held responsible (vs. the tenant) if there is a leak from a heating oil tank.;
Delaware 
· Ms. Ellen Malenfant, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), reported that DNREC focused on special duty assignments for security events, such as: 

· President-Elect Obama- and Vice-President Elect Biden’s train stopped in Wilmington, Delaware prior to the Inauguration.  Delaware HazMat teams organized approximately 100 people for hazard assessments, decon, etc.
· Two NASCAR events are held in Delaware annually.  DNREC provides membership to the joint hazard assessment team (federal, state, and local agencies).  At the state level, DNREC personnel are included under ESF-10 and other response categories for the event.  This includes pre-event sweeps (assessment and monitoring capabilities for suspicious packages), other immediate threat analyses. The 31st Civil Support Team (CST) worked with DNREC for remote monitoring capabilities and real-time modeling in case of an incident.  
· Ben Anderson, Delaware DNREC, had nothing additional to report 

Pennsylvania 

· Mr. Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), reported:
· There has been an increase in Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) in the Monongahela River.  PADEP is investigating possible sources.
· A big issue for natural gas extraction incidents is in regard to increased drilling in the Marcellus shale and leaking historic wells.  Private potable groundwater wells provide a conduit for natural gas to leak into residential homes in these areas of gas extraction and drilling.   

· PADEP is considering  treating Ethanol (E-85) as a characteristic hazardous waste; since it is not a petroleum-based product, but it is mixed.  Mr. Levine added that the National Response Team Science and Technology committee has provided Quick Reference Guide for Ethanol and E-85.  The Quick Reference Guide compares EtOH and gasoline, provides response suggestions, biological effects, and Material Safety/Data Sheets (MS/DS).  These documents are available from www.nrt.org.
· Refer to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT III Report (Handout) for more details on these and other incidents.
Virginia
· John Giese, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), reported on behalf of Greg Britt; 
· August 2008 - A county asked DEQ for assistance in truck incident on I-81.  A box truck was carrying 44,000 lbs of steel shot and other cargo, but had no placard for hazardous cargo.  This incident presented a threat of possible static explosion.  A vacuum truck was used to offload the steel shot, but grounding equipment had to be employed due to the risk of static buildup.  Lesson learned: although the truck was not placarded; the truck still provided a potential life-threatening incident due to the explosive dust hazard.
· September 2008 –A 30” natural gas transmission line exploded in flames.  The explosion resulted in fatalities, consumed two houses, and caused severe burns to local residents.  The local area was evacuated.  The responsible party, Williams Pipeline, conducted air monitoring around the two parallel natural gas lines.  The cause of the pipeline failure was reportedly because the 50-year old pipe was built atop a slate bed.  
· December 2008 – In the Town of Pembrill, Giles County, first responders found numerous chemical products and other equipment within a residential home.  Initially, the house was assumed to be a meth lab; however, the chemicals were those used to make rocket fuel.  The EPA, CST, and state bomb squad responded to assist with the recovery and cleanup.  Some explosives were detonated, the scene was further examined, and additional explosives were removed.  Low level rad materials were also identified within the home.  A lesson learned from this incident was that the local Police Chief made a public statement that the home was “no danger to the community.”  This statement was made prematurely, as several unstable containers of hazardous materials were later found.  
· January 12, 2009 – A barge loaded with ammonium sulfate sank at the Honeywell, facility  in Hopewell, Virginia.  Approximately 400 tons of material were recovered.  The remainder of the material dissolved into the James River.  Acute levels of ammonia were measured at the site, but no fish kills were reported.  Eutrophication is anticipated to occur during the summer months; therefore, the DEQ regional office will monitor the James River.  Attempts were made to remove barge; however, efforts were unsuccessful.  

West Virginia 

· Mike Dorsey, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), reported 

· Update:  Bayer CropScience Facility in Institute, West Virginia, had an explosion on August 28, 2008.  At the time of the explosion, first responders had trouble accessing facility and information.  The facility was locked down for more than 2.5 hours, with no information available to responders.  As a result, legislation has been drafted by the Governor’s Office to require facilities to provide first responders with immediate access and incident information (within 15 minutes) when a substance has or has the potential to explode, provide toxic runoff, etc.  This legislation would be the first of its kind to require reporting an incident to first responders within a designated amount of time. 

District of Columbia 

· Representatives from the Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management Agency (HS&EMA) were not present.
AGENCY REPORTS

The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

· Mr. Ed Levine, NOAA SSC, reported that Frank Csulak was unable to attend this meeting and sends his regards to all present.  The following is a list of recent and future training activities involving NOAA:
· Mr. Levine is a non-voting member of the Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee.  Mr. Levin will be educating the committee members on the realities (procedures, problems and issues) associated with an oil spill response. 
· The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) requested a dispersants seminar.  Sector Delaware Bay’s Gerry Conrad and Mr. Levine will conduct training for natural resource information on dispersants.

· NOAA will be conducting a SCAT training class with NJ DEP in southern New Jersey (location to be determined) on May 5 -7, 2009. 

· The NOAA Science of Oil Spills (SOS) class is being held May 12-14, 2009 in Seattle. The class is free, but participants must cover the travel and per diem costs.
· Mr. Csulak and VA DEQ are hosting a SOS class in Tidewater, Virginia area March 31-April 2, 2009.   Mr. Csulak is trying to reserve seats for other federal agents.  Contact Mr. Csulak for more information (frank.csulak@noaa.gov).  
· A SCAT training course will be held at Sector Baltimore this summer. Contact Mr. Csulak for more information (frank.csulak@noaa.gov).
· The RRT / NRT co-chairs meeting is being held March 3-5, 2009 in Charleston, South Carolina.
· The Region I RRT Meeting is being held March 18-19, 2009 in Mystic, Connecticut.

· The Region II RRT Meeting is being held April 7-8, 2009 in West Point, New York.
· The Freshwater Spills Conference is being held April 20-27, 2009 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

DOI 

· Mike Chezik, DOI Region III, reported the following:   
· DOI has new Secretary, Mr. Ken Salazar.  Mr. Salazar is engaged in ethics reform for the agency.

· Mr. Chezik has developed a list of qualified wildlife rehabilitators (QWR) for Region III.  These will include organizations that are permitted by US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).  The list was delivered to Mr. Alan Williams and Ms. Linda Marzulli, EPA RRT Coordinator. 

· Mr. Chezik is working on a list of FWS contacts for wildlife impacts during small natural resource impacts incidents (i.e., a single oiled animal). 
· The FWS established the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Monroe County, Pennsylvania in December 2008.  The area consists of approximately 30,000 acres.  Cherry Valley is an area known for several threatened and endangered species.  These species should be incorporated into our sub-area planning.

· There has been an increase in turnover of project leaders in FWS.  In April 2009, a meeting with these individuals will take place to maintain and increase their support for emergency preparedness and response focus.  

ATSDR 

· Laura Werner, ATSDR Region III, reported the following:   
· ATSDR was petitioned to investigate naturally-occurring asbestos in Baltimore County (Caton), Maryland.
· ATSDR is also involved in a naturally-occurring incident of radioactivity in drinking water in Poolsville, Maryland.
· A national children’s study was just initiated.  The nationwide effort will enroll 100,000 children from in utero and monitor them to adulthood.  
· ATSDR is heavily involved with support to many of the OSCs in Region III.  Currently, investigations continue in Schnecksville, Pennsylvania regarding the lead and arsenic in the area.

· No new Administrator has been assigned to date.

FEMA

· Ms. Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA Region III, reported the following:   
· FEMA had a major involvement with the Inauguration planning and event. 
· No new Administrator has been named to date.  Ms. Nancy Ward from Region IX is acting as the interim Administrator.
· Ms. Pomerantz has been titled Federal Liaison Officer for Region III.
· FEMA is supporting and participating in several exercises in the Region.  

· FEMA is working with USCG and Protective Security Advisors (PSAs) in the Region.
· FEMA is participating in the EPA Gap Analysis, which started as a Hurricane Response, has now been expanded to include all hazards.  This is a continuing process.
GSA 

· Ms. Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Region III, reported the following:  
· The GSA participated in the Inauguration planning and support function (ESF-2 and ESF-7).  GSA provided FEMA with potential Joint Field Office locations in the area for the Inauguration.

· The GSA Mid-Atlantic Newsletter was provided for RRT member review and information.  The newsletter covers the 150th Anniversary of the Customs House in Norfolk, Virginia.  Also included is the Executive Order on flood plain management and precautions for construction in flood plains.
DOD U.S. Navy 

· Bill McGowan, Interim Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC), reported the following:

· There have been 26 spills for a total of 327 gallons since the September 2008 RRT Meeting.  One spill involved heating oil, and one was a jet fuel overfill. 
· Two weeks ago, a worst case tabletop exercise was conducted at the Patuxent River Naval Air Station.  The exercise went well; there was a lot of involvement from other federal agencies, also state and local agencies.  The scenario involved a 1.4 million gallon JP-5 storage tank collapse into the James River.

· The Navy is working with Sector Hampton Roads for upcoming PREP exercise in September 2009.
USACE

· Representative Mickey Mulvenna was not present.  
USDA 

· Representative Kurt Gernerd was not present.  
DOT / PHMSA 

· Mr. Tony Murray presented the following:

· Introduced the Hazmat Safety Outreach Coordinator for the National Capitol Region, Mr. Reggie Dunn.  Mr. Dunn will be alternating with Mr. Murray on attending the RRT Meetings.   

· DOT has a new Secretary of Transportation, Mr. Ray LaHood.

· DOT is revitalizing the National 811 initiative – “National Call Before You Dig” number.

· DOT provided handouts and brochures on DOT’s Safe Travel Campaign, which focuses on the explosion hazard associated with the transport of lithium batteries. 

·  PHMSA has released a training video on how to use the Emergency Response Guidebook 2008 (ERG).  The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), under a cooperative agreement with PHMSA, developed this training video to enhance the use of the ERG and to fill training gaps.  The video explains the contents of the ERG and how to use it as a resource in the event of a hazardous materials transportation incident.  It is designed to be a stand-alone training tool for those who have no familiarity with the ERG, and as a refresher for those who have had prior training.  The video is available for direct viewing and download from PHMSA's website at http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/library/erg and download from IAFC's website at www.iafctv.org.  Free DVDs are available by ordering online at PHMSA's website https://hazmatonline.phmsa.dot.gov/services and navigating the links for "Training Materials and Publications," then "Free Publications."   You may also request a copy by sending an e-mail to Training@dot.gov. 
· PHSMA and IAFC partnered to establish several Hazmat Fusion Centers for HAZMAT incidents spills and other near misses around the country.  The Fusion Center focuses on developing lessons learned, training, etc. with IAFC.  There will be a team to go out to collect information on hazmat incidents.
DHS / PSAs
· Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland PSA, reported the following:

· A new secretary has been appointed with the new administration. 

· Mr. Hanna previously covered Maryland and Delaware as the PSA for these two states.  Following a Governors’ meeting, each state has requested that they be assigned a separate PSA.  Now, Mr. Hanna is the PSA for Maryland; Mr. Ken Greason is the PSA for Delaware.  

· DHS/PSAs were heavily involved with the Inauguration Planning along with many of the RRT members and agencies for this National Special Security Event (NSSE).  The whistle stop train tour for the Inauguration was a very successful deployment.  Mr. Hanna summarized the PSA and DHS involvement in the Inauguration events around the region and summarized the needs and requirements for such events.  Coordination and cooperation is required.  The RRT’s expertise is fundamental and so important to all responses in the area.  

· DHS is participating in Vulnerability Assessments within the region with all of the agencies for the Key Bridge and Ft. McHenry Tunnel Baltimore, Navy-Marine Corp Memorial in Annapolis, and several other areas including Amtrak in Philadelphia and NASCAR.  
DOE 

· Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  
· Representative Bob Brook was not present. 

DOL / OSHA 

· Matthew Dahms reported the following:

· OSHA had assets deployed for the Inaugural events.  Teams were in place to do site assessment and personal monitoring for the event should the need arise. 

· The new Secretary of Labor has been assigned; however, no Assistant Secretary for OSHA has been assigned to date.

· OSHA has submitted a proposal to update respirator standards for fit-test requirements.  The new guidance on this topic is available on the OSHA website (http://www.osha.gov/) 
· Online training is available for “train-the-trainer” in the areas of disaster and safety and health issues.

DHHS / ASPR

· Representative Nick DeJesse reported the following:

· During the Superbowl, the agency deployed 100 to 150 people for this event to support local and state capabilities (especially first aid).  
· ASPR deployed approximately 750 people on the ground for the Inauguration.  Many were also present at facilities to provide direct medical care (first aid and transport to hospital).  No major injuries or incidents to report.  The ASPR assets were demobilized two days after the event.  

· ASPR will be participating in the Gap Analysis for FEMA.  ASPR is working to identify capabilities and gaps for health care within the Region.  ASPR will conduct its own regional risk analysis and will look at chemical and nuclear facilities, dams, and flooding since the region is especially prone to flooding.

FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):

The following sections describe FOSC reports addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting. 
EPA Region III OSC Reports 

· Mr. Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC, reported on the following issues:

· EPA will have a Government-led PREP exercise in Virginia Beach, VA on May 12-14, 2009 in the Tidewater, Virginia area.  This exercise will coincide with the May RRT Meeting.  Mr. Jarvela asked the membership for participants/observers.
· The Lake Explorer II, a research vessel-owned by EPA, released approximately 1,500 gallons of diesel fuel.  EPA is now the responsible party (RP) for this incident.  EPA has resolved the funding issues for the response.

· EPA provided response support after a tank failure and subsequent the release of approximately 2 millions gallons of ammonium nitrate from Allied Terminals in Chesapeake, Virginia.  EPA worked with the Chesapeake Fire Marshal, and provided air monitoring of the facility and adjacent neighborhood.  The Fire Department is revisiting permits for this facility and other facilities within their area of responsibility.  The Chemical Safety Board is evaluating the tank safety and standards.

Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) 

· Representative Capt. Brian Kelley reported on the following issues:

· Nothing to report besides the conclusion of the SEAWITCH incident.

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

· Mr. Gerry Conrad reported the following:

· The Sector has responded to 124 incidents (the busy season); most are minor events, but several were federalized.  
· The Sector continues to train aggressively.  Eleven individuals from Sector went to the Oil Spill Control course in Florida. 

· Many Sector personnel participated as part of the Multi-Agency Coordination Center (MACC) under ESF-10 for the Inauguration events.

· The Sector is working with Mike Chezik (DOI) to develop a list of who to contact at FWS for a response, and to have the ACPs reviewed and updated relative to threatened and endangered species.  

· The Sector is conducting quarterly drills according to PREP requirements.  These drills are being conducted mostly after hours.  During non-business hours, some new issues have been identified and are now collecting lessons learned and suggested some improvements for this requirement.

· The Delaware River Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee was originated following the ATHOS I incident.  However, the participants on the committee do not had a lot of oil spill response experience. 

· Capt. Scott will be retiring this year in May 2009.  The Sector will conduct a meeting to provide new personnel the opportunity to meet the local stakeholders and get them dialed into the local response.  The Sector will have a PREP exercise in September 2009.

Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 
· Representative Lt. Allison Cox reported on the following issues:

· Sector Hampton Roads assisted EPA in the Allied Terminals (Chesapeake, Virginia) response.

· Sector Hampton Roads recently conducted a tabletop exercise for Places of Refuge (POR).  It was a very good exercise and helped the Sector to build our experience for a POR event.

· The next Area Committee meeting is February 25, 2009 at the Norfolk International Terminal.

· We continue offering Interagency SCAT training for members; the next training opportunity for SCAT is being developed.

Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

· Representative Lt. Irvin Jones summarized the Sector Buffalo events:

· Not much to report –winter is here (typically a slow season).

· The Sector is focusing on training (ICS, HAZWOPER, etc.)

· The Sector has responded to several mystery drum events.

MSU Huntington

· Representative Capt. Hung Nguyen was not present.

MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)
· Representative Lt. Matt Meskun reported on the following issues:

· Not much to report on responses since the September RRT meeting.

· We are working with Three Rivers Cooperative on some ICS training and exercises.

· MSU Pittsburgh participated in a security full-scale exercise with Beaver Valley power plant.  All went well with the exercise.  
MSU Wilmington 

· CAPT June Ryan, reported on the following issues:

· MSU Wilmington participated in several heavy weather incidents recently.  

· Upcoming training includes a District 5 - District Response Advisory Team (DRAT) Vessel of Opportunity Skimming System (VOSS) exercise during the week of February 23, 2009.  

· MSU Wilmington and Sector North Carolina held their area committee meeting on December 9, 2008, in Outer Banks, North Carolina.  Their next meeting will be held in March 2009.

· MSU Wilmington will conduct an Area Committee meeting exercise on June 10, 2009.

CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:

Thank you for attending this week.  Thank you to all our speakers for their dynamic and interesting presentations.  If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker, please contact Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) at (757) 398-6364 or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov) at (215) 814-3256.  The next Region III RRT meeting is tentatively scheduled for May 12 -14, 2009 in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  Additional information will be provided to the membership as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized.  Hope to see you all there.

Meetings for 2009
May 12-14, 2009 – Virginia Beach, Virginia
September 15-17, 2009 – Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (tentative) 

Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org 

RCP homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org 

FEMA NRF website:       http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1150.
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