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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING

Towson, Maryland
Wednesday, January 28, 2009
1305 - 1410
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

AGENDA

· Update on member fact sheets

· Presentation – CSX Hazardous Materials Transportation – Mike Austin, CSX Hazmat.
MEETING NOTES

Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other regional response team (RRT) members that were present.  

UPDATE ON MEMBER FACT SHEETS

The first draft fact sheets have been completed.  Ms. Pomerantz will distribute these fact sheets to the individual RRT members for agency review and comment.  Committee members are requested to look over their profiles and provide Ms. Pomerantz with any comments by April 6, 2009.  After comments are received, the final profile fact sheets will be posted on the website and will be available for distribution for the May 2009 RRT Meeting in Virginia Beach.  

PRESENTATION – CSX Hazardous Materials Transportation - Mike Austin, CSX Hazmat
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For additional information or any other questions on the CSX Hazardous Materials Transportation process and the services they provide, please contact Mr. Austin, Manager Hazardous Materials (CSX) at 410-368-4733 or email at Mike_Austin@CSX.com (email best method to reach him).
Mr. Austin provided the membership with a brief overview of CSX.  CSX operates rails across 23 states in the eastern US and two Canadian Provinces.  CSX commonly carries coal, automobiles, grain/agriculture, food/consumer goods, metals, and chemicals.  

The CSX HazMat team responds to and abates hazardous material emergencies.  The team includes planners and trainers on how to respond to a derailment, and it conducts inspections and compliance reviews.  
CSX is a common carrier – that means that they are required by law to carry any material that has been packaged into a container and needs transport.  From a risk perspective, there are many items that they would not like to carry, especially through certain areas; however, they are required under the common carrier law.
Mr. Austin provided the membership with a copy of the Community Awareness Emergency Planning Guide, a guide developed by CSX to assist local emergency organizations with their efforts to plan for and respond to incidents involving railroad property or equipment.  This guide is designed to supplement local emergency plans.  It covers key information needed by planners and responders should an incident involving CSX Transportation (CSXT) occur.  Information provided by CSX includes the type of commodity and amount of that commodity being transported through the local area.  The guide assists emergency planners in the evaluation of their capabilities to respond to an incident involving rail transportation.  It also provides emergency responders access to the CSXT staff to ensure that necessary local and private resources are engaged.  

CSX hosts a Crisis Management Exercise for internal and external customers.  Mr. Austin highly recommends this course for emergency responders.  CSX has an extensive Incident Management Pre-planning Program that includes response plans for each of 23 states and for each railyard.  CSX has response equipment and material staged.  Additionally, CSX has air monitoring capabilities (via TestNET Air Monitoring ®) for the top 25 hazardous materials that are shipped by rail.   The Rail Accident Technical Support (RATS) Teams provide support to contractors for long- and short-term assessments.    

Rail transportation is a very safe mode of transport for hazardous materials (99.996 percent of hazmats shipped by rail reach their final destination without a release caused by an accident).   Ethanol is becoming an increasingly popular alcohol to transport due to the biofuels surge.  Mr. Austin explained to the membership that a special type of foam is needed to combat ethanol fires.  Many local emergency responders are unaware of these unique properties.   
CSX Transportation Security Technology – Network Operation Workstation (NOW) is a full time, 24/7/365 resource for information on every tank car in the CSX system; each car has GPS tracking capabilities and other means of identifying location.  NOW has a detailed database for tracking individual cars and the list of train cars that are in each train.  Chemtrec is the only other organization that has full access with the CSX NOW for responder assistance.  A user can receive a Standing Order Report for each train, current and up to date information on the train.  NOW is updated every 4 minutes.  
Contact the CSXT public safety coordination center (PSCC) at 800-232-0144 or click on http://csxhazmat.kor-tx.com to request copies of the CSX planning guide book (up to 30 copies) and the Emergency Response to Railroad Incidents Course Manual and video or DVD.  This training class can be done online with a certificate awarded.  They also take the training on the road to local / rural areas.  
Challenges for CSX – present and future: 

· Urban hazmat re-routing initiatives

· New tank car designs (chlorine cars)
· Security initiatives

· Enhancing responder training

· Ethanol production surge

The meeting was adjourned at 1410.
