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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Fredericksburg, VA
January 30, 2008
1000 - 1045
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).
AGENDA:

· Presentations – Marine Mammals and Oil Spill Response by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as Trustees – Frank Csulak, NOAA Site Safety Coordinator (SSC)
HANDOUTS:

· NOAA Office of Response and Restoration Guidelines for SSCs Dealing with Marine Mammal Issues During Oil Spill Response 

· Effects of Oil on Marine Mammals presentation

· Oiled Wildlife Response presentation

· Marine Mammal Stranding Coordinator for RRT III
MEETING NOTES:

Alan Williams opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
PRESENTATION – Marine Mammals and Oil Spill Response by NOAA as Trustees – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team (RRT) Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  Frank Csulak can be contacted at frank.csulak@noaa.gov or (732) 872-3005.
Mr. Csulak provided an overview of NOAA’s recent dealings with marine mammals during oil spills and other events. For years, there had not been many incidents with marine mammal impacts, but in recent years, NOAA has responded to four separate marine mammal events.  As a result, NOAA, as the trustee, developed new guidance on how to address and deal with an incident that involves a marine mammal.  

It is the job of the NOAA SSC to make notifications to NOAA and the Marine Mammal Stranding Network (MMSN) as well as provide guidance to the federal on-scene coordinator (FOSC) on the proper protocols for collecting information, and other marine mammal response issues.  Mr. Csulak summarized the effects of oil on the various marine mammals; seals, sea lions, walruses, cetaceans (whales, dolphins, etc.), manatees, etc.  Thorough documentation during field operations is critical.  Additionally, he discussed the health and safety concerns to handlers (disease transmission, trauma [bites], etc).    
In summary, when dealing with a marine mammal in a response or in other cases (stranding, entanglement, etc.):

· All marine mammal responses (entanglement, stranding, and death) must be coordinated and directed under the MMSN coordinator who is permitted by National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS)/NOAA to address and interact with the marine mammal.  
· If a marine mammal is involved during an incident, the SSC must be notified immediately and the MMNS contact should be initiated immediately.  
· Capture and relocation is under NOAA purview and can only be conducted under their authority/permit.  

· Documentation of marine mammal interactions/activities is crucial and required. Chain-of-custody rules apply.
· Photography is limited to 6 mega pixel size; this is also a chain-of-custody requirement.
The Wildlife Response Workgroup meeting adjourned at 1045.

