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REGION III 
STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING

Fredericksburg, VA
January 31, 2008
0830 to 1315
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – 
Region III - Dennis Carney, U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
         Captain Quain Kahler, U.S.  Coast Guard (USCG) D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to Fredericksburg Virginia
· Virginia Emergency Response Management

· National Capital Region

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· Presentations

· Presentation:  Place of Refuge

· Presentation:  Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Pandemic Flu Guidelines (Cancelled)
· Presentation:  DC Department of Health Pandemic Flu (Cancelled)
· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Virginia

· Delaware

· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC)
· Department of Interior (DOI)
· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
· General Services Administration (GSA)
· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
· Department of Defense (DOD) Navy/Army

· Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)
· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
· Department of Energy (DOE)
· Department of Justice (DOJ)
· FEMA – National Response Framework (NRF) Update

· Department of Labor (DOL) – OSHA – Health and Safety Plan for Hurricane Response and Recovery 
· DOT 

· Federal On-scene Coordinators (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)
· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)
· MSU Wilmington
· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Schedule and Agenda

· National Capital Region/VDEM Region VII Presentation 

· Commandant Instruction 16451.9 – US Coast Guard Places of Refuge Policy plus 4 attachments

· OSHA Preparing Workplaces for an Influenza Pandemic
· DC Department of Health Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

· What’s New in the National Response Framework

· National Response Framework (NRF) – Fact Sheet
· National Response Framework:  Frequently Asked Questions

· Pennsylvania Department of environmental Protection Report to the Standing Committee for the RRT III Meeting – January 2008

· United States Coast Guard Sector Hampton Roads, Regional Response Team III – January 31, 2008

· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report

· U.S. Coast Guard Sector Baltimore – January 2008 RRT III FOSC Report

· Sector Delaware Bay RRT III Meeting – T/V TIGANI – CITGO Asphalt, Paulsboro, NJ

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· Next meeting is scheduled for May 13 –15, 2008 in Rehoboth Beach, DE.
MEETING NOTES:

The RRT co-chairs and Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks.  
· Welcome to Fredericksburg.  
· All present were asked to identify themselves and their agency/organization affiliation.

Welcome to Fredericksburg, VA:

Mr. Philip Roddenburg, City of Fredericksburg City Manager

Mr. Gregg Britt (Virginia Department of Emergency Management [VDEM]) welcomed everyone to Fredericksburg and Virginia.  Mr. Britt introduced Mr. Phil Roddenburg, the City Manager, who addressed the RRT.  Mr. Roddenburg extended a warm welcome to the members and attendees of the Region III RRT to historic Fredericksburg.  Mr. Roddenburg provided a brief overview of the city’s history and future planning efforts.  Fredericksburg has many historic properties, 2 million square feet of shopping, and an upcoming water park/resort is planned.    
Mr. Mike Cline, State Emergency Management Coordinator
Mr. Kline welcomed everyone to Fredericksburg on behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the Emergency Management Agency (EMA).  Mr. Kline recognized many of our RRT members with a long history of partnership efforts and coordination between the RRT and the VA EMA
Chief Eddie Allen – Fredericksburg Fire Department

Chief Eddie Allen provided an overview presentation on the Fredericksburg Fire Department (fire, emergency medical services, hazardous materials [HAZMAT] team???, and fire prevention), their capabilities, equipment, and response strategies.  Chief Allen informed the membership that significant fines are issued for violations for environmental issues.  He summarized the current memorandums of understanding and agreements that are present within the program, with VADEM, and with the surrounding localities (Spotsylvania).  
PRESENTATION – National Capitol Region – Mr. Bruce Hopkins, Regional Coordinator, VDEM
A copy of this presentation is available on the RRT website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Welcome to Virginia.  Mr. Hopkins provided a summary on the National Capitol Region (NCR), which is made up of the District of Columbia, Virginia, and Maryland Jurisdictions.  The NCR is 6,000 square miles.  It’s the 4th largest US metropolitan city, including 11 local jurisdictions, two states, the District of Columbia, 231 Federal Departments and agencies.  It incorporates 340,000 federal workers and has more than 500,000 morning and evening commuters.  One third of NCR commuters use mass transit for work.  The NCR has more than 4 million residents and gets more than 20 million tourists per year.  

The departments of NCR have learned to work together on emergency management issues. They are far better prepared than they have been in the past, but there is still a lot of work to do in the region.  At the local level, the CAOs and City Managers are making improvements a top priority; they are also working on EMA issues daily in the course of their regular business.  The NCR is a very complicated area to deal with emergency management.  Large gatherings (4th of July festivities) within the NCR provide practice for evacuation procedures.   
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Baines, USCG D5

Welcome and thank you for your participation in these meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday night.  Thanks to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Ed Levine for the training on CAMEO and the Chemical Response Tool, and a big thank you to Brett Burdick and Gregg Britt for their assistance in the back-to-back meetings in Virginia.  Thank you, also, Mr. Britt, for the tours of the town and the facility.
Future events of interest to the membership include:

· Region IV RRT Meeting will be held February 12-14, 2008 at the Grand Casino Resort in Tunica, Mississippi
· The next RRT meeting is scheduled for May 13-15, 2008 in Rehoboth Beach, DE.  More information will be forthcoming in the near future.
· Emergency Support Fund (ESF)-10 Watchstander training will be held April 15 –17, 2008 in Philadelphia.
· Survey for 2009 RRT 3 meeting locations and meeting schedule. 
PRESENTATION – Place of Refuge – Commander (CDR) Andrew Tucci, USCG Headquarters
A copy of this presentation is available on the RRT website at  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

CDR Tucci provided the membership with an overview of the USCG’s and the National Response Team’s (NRT) recent policies on the Place of Refuge.  This effort came about following the PRESTIGE event in Spain and France.  The PRESTIGE was stricken and was not allowed to come into port; as a result the effects of the oil spill when the vessel broke apart were extensive.  The International Maritime Organization (IMO) required that each member nation develop a policy for stricken vessels and the port of refuge requirements for each nation.  
The USCG with assistance of stakeholders, developed a Place of Refuge quantitative risk approach for determining the need for a vessel casualty.  This quantitative evaluation process allows the decision-makers to evaluate the various components of authorization, including, but not limited to, the potential impacts upon:
· natural resources

· the public 
· the economy
This system specifically addresses cross border events with both Mexico and Canada.  No areas are pre-designated as a Place of Refuge, however, areas can be surveyed to be considered a better place of refuge.  We will test the risk evaluation process with both countries and appease other treaty obligations as soon as possible.  This process (not a rule) applies to the US Trust Territories where the USCG has jurisdiction.  The Captain of the Port has ultimate authority to allow a vessel in the port.  Area Committee and Sector Commanders should plan with the RRT and neighboring Sectors if no place of refuge is provided for a vessel in a particular area.            
PRESENTATION – OSHA Pandemic Flu Guidelines – Mr. Nick DeJesse, OSHA
Not present – Presentation cancelled.
PRESENTATION –DC Department of Health Pandemic Flu – Ms. Beverly Pritchett, Senior Deputy Director, DC DOH 
Not present – Presentation cancelled.
Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee met yesterday and the following summarizes the issues to be addressed by the RRT membership:

· We gave authorization to the spill response countermeasures work group to review a number of our policies that have been in place since early 1990s.  We need to review and determine if the policies have withstood the test of time and whether they are still applicable.  We will conduct any updates necessary and resubmit to the Executive Committee for adoption by this RRT.

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
VIRGINIA - VA DEM - Greg Britt 

There have been several incidents to report since the last RRT meeting.

1. Incidents: 

· I-81 in Rockbridge County – A truck went off the road, over cliff and had to be pulled up the hill. It was a very complex incident.
· In Lynchburg, there was a fertilizer facility fire. The fire was complex in that respondents were not sure of the extent of the pesticide available in the facility.  Asbestos was found throughout the building.  Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) was involved and conducted a survey to investigate the cause of the fire.  The fire was allowed to burn/smolder for 4 days and was controlled with air monitoring.

· In Hampton Roads, cotton seed oil produced a combustible liquid.  

VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) - John Giese 
1. VA DEQ is working to identify a new person to fill this position as a permanent appointee to the RRT.
DELAWARE –Ellen Malenfant, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNREC) and Ben Anderson, DE DNREC - Water

1. A State HAZMAT Conference is planned for April 4 – 5, 2008.  DNREC has seen a new trend in multi-hazard responses established over the last couple of years.  DNREC has been partnering with the DE State Police Explosive Ordnance Disposal group.  They work together on some of their cases, primarily in the monitoring and hazard identification component of these responses.  DNREC has called on the Ordnance Disposal Group to use their robot to do remote monitoring during several releases and for some preliminary monitoring.  They have also been partnering for pre-event sweeps for large public events in Delaware (e.g., NASCAR, Inauguration, etc.).
MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

1. At the Annapolis Summit, world leaders presented at Naval Academy. State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was activated.  
2. Most responses in Maryland have been routine.  

3. Mr. Williams wants to train the fire department on the Mercury HAZMAT responses. He would like to stage a serious one-day Mercury training event in March.  
PENNSYLVANIA – Kerry Leib, PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
1. Mr. Leib presented a written report on the incidents in PA.
2. There are a number of radium dial gauges from the DOD surplus. In Lancaster County, seven buildings full of these gauges were found contaminating residential areas.  Radiological levels are low, but long-term exposure can result in significant effects on individuals.  The Pennsylvania DEP is working with the company to remove these dials and any HAZMAT stored in these buildings. 

WEST VIRGINIA (WV) - Mike Dorsey, WV DEP 
1. There have been a large number of road closures; many times that can’t be helped. The WV DEP has been noticing that some delays are avoidable simply because they couldn’t get the right people out quickly enough.  During a meeting with State Police, DEP, DOT, it was concluded that current response times are unacceptable.  There has been a fairly positive response from the contracted vendors.  The WV DEP is getting resource typing on the equipment held by contracted vendors and how they access this equipment.  Many of these vendors are also under contract to other trucking companies; the DEP is also gathering that information.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA – Bob Hamilton, DC Dept. of Environment (DDOE)
1. DC has been fairly quiet, even with the induction of a new administration and a new director. 
2. A CSX train derailment occurred in November 2007 over the Anacostia River.  Six cars of coal fell into the river.  DDOE is overseeing cleanup.

3. Last month, the EOC got a call about dead birds around metro stations in Maryland.  The incident turned out to be a false alarm; a contractor was killing the birds and was supposed to remove the carcasses.  The incident further demonstrated that the level of coordination and interaction between the agencies is working well.
4. In Washington, DC, the health department created the new Department of the Environment, which will be part of the Homeland Security EMA team.  Please introduce yourselves and get to know them.
AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Ed Levine and Frank Csulak, NOAA Site Safety Coordinator (SSC) 
1. VA DEQ, with John Giese, talked about a Science of Spills workshop that will be held in early April in Richmond, VA.  The Science of Oil Spills Course (Virginia) is being set up by Frank Csulak. Please contact Frank (Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov) for more information.
2. Sector NC Pollution Response Exercise (PREP) Exercise will be held in April 2008.
3. NOAA Draft ATHOS Restoration Plan should be available in the Spring 2008. To obtain comments on the plan, a comment period will be scheduled and three state public meetings in New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania.
4. Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) has new director, Dave Westerholm, who is a retired USCG Captain. Our budget has been cut by a third, so we may have to beg, borrow, or steal money to attend meetings.  Travel money is limited.  Fact sheets about OR&R in your state are available from the website http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/ and on the table.
5. NOAA SSC spent 10 days with Pac Strike Team in Korea to provide technical support to the oil spill.  Suggestions were made to present the Korea oil spill/volunteers at the next RRT meeting in Rehobeth.
6. NOAA is training for web-based CAMEO and can provide training at the units if necessary.
7. Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique (SCAT) training will be held April 29 – May 1 in New Jersey for AST and Sector Delaware Bay.  Others are allowed; we ask that you please register.

DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI - Region III
1. On November 13, the National Park Service (NPS) was involved in a local problem. Hammacher Concrete released styrene butadiene polymer into a small creek in Richmond National Historic Park. The product settled on the bottom of the creek and led to a massive number of dead fish.  Under U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service guidance, the product was removed and the park was closed.  A natural resource damage assessment (NRDA) is underway.

2. On December 20, again NPS was involved in a local spill.  A GSA facility discharged 250 gallons of fuel, which drained out into the Potomac River. The spill coated bulkheads and docks and threatened the East Potomac park facility.  Sector Baltimore requested the use of SWA (simple green). The request was quickly approved to clean the docks.  

3. DOI proposed consolidation of DHS facilities in DC at the St. Elizabeth’s west campus.  Project construction is described in GSA environmental impact statement; the square footage is tremendous.  This also happens to be the location of St. Elizabeth Hospital, which is both a civil war facility and a national landmark. There would be significant impact made by these projects, so they are currently on hold.
Navy – Bill McGowan, Interim NOSC

1. Bill McGowan took over in October for Marty Costello. This is his first RRT meeting.  

2. There have been no major incidents since September 2007.  There were 26 spills in the region, for a total of 600 gallons.  Some spills were an oil-water mix, so total oil was probably less than 600 gallons.  Most were in the Hampton Roads area.

3. Largest spill was a 200-gallon release from the Roosevelt (oil-water mix).  

4. Worst-Case Discharge tabletop exercise will be held on Craney Island in May 2008.
FEMA/DHS Region III – Catherine Pomerantz

1. FEMA has been holding lots of exercises and training events. The hurricane preparedness and gap analysis is over.  FEMA will put a small group pre-staged in place.

2. NRF rolled out January 22, 2008. It will become effective March 22, 2008; it was published in the Federal Register on January 28.  Go to www.FEMA.gov/NRF  for more information. Many documents are posted there, including that file, job aids, fact sheets, partnership guides, etc.  The National Response Plan (NRP) is in effect until March 22 (60-day review period).  “What’s New in NRF” Handout has highlighted changes between the draft and final guide. Major changes include:

· Presentations are already included.

· This version is not much different than the draft version.  It is, however, more refined than the NRP.

· Broader scope to include “All Hazards.”

· Emphasizes the planning section.

· The term “Incident of National Significance” has been removed.

· Incident management assist teams (or IMATS) will replace the existing emergency response teams (or ERT). Full-time employees will be dedicated solely to this team.

· The new version clarifies some roles and responsibilities. For example, PFO, FCO are not the same person, as opposed to the NRP.  FCO is linked to Stafford Act declaration.  The PFO can be initiated at any time. 
· The logistics annex (ESF-7) has been refined.

· The Annex for Oil and HAZMAT was deleted. This information is duplicated in ESF-10; now there is only one oil and hazardous materials annex.   

· The critical infrastructure and key resources annex is new. It identifies the importance of the infrastructure liaisons and their role in the response.

· The Volunteer and Donations Support Annex is used to facilitate collection of the information and track this information. It does not tell you how to use the volunteers.

· The NRF Handout highlights of the major changes between the NRP and NRF.  

3. Patrick Twiss is the new Federal Preparedness Coordinator for FEMA in Region III
4. The final NRF is now on the website (www.fema.gov/NRF); the appendices will be finalized within the next 60 days.  Key items that differentiate the NRP and the NRF are outlined.  

ATSDR –Bob Helverson (Region III) 
1. An American Ash Recycler site on Susquehanna is under permit from DEP allowing them to place cleaned ash under road beds. The use of this method is questioned, so it is being followed up with EPA and DEP at sites where they have placed this material (school).  According to T-clip data, there is over 3,000 parts per million of lead in this material.  
2. Concrete Products facility in Scranton is located in a residential area. Concerns have been voiced by residents (respiratory ailments).  The company did agree to move their facility to expand, but there are no data to date.  

3. EPA is assisting with a radium dial site. A health consultation was conducted on this facility and information will soon be available to the community.
4. ATSDR is in Ambler, PA (Borit Asbestos site) working with PA DOH to develop community health materials.  
5. On March 18, a Clandestine Lab response course will be held in Harrisburg, PA with a focus on public health and responses. 
6. There will be a partners meeting with EPA held in Maryland March 21 – 22, 2008.  
DHS/IP– Ray Hanna – (MD and DE)
1. A Protective Security Advisor (PSA) program is currently in effect across the country.  DHS is working on having a PSA in every state by 2009 (currently, each PSA covers two states).  

2. Tier 1 and Tier 2 are lists for sites that DHS deems as ‘nationally significant.’ This would affect the entire nation, not just a specific state.  These lists are classified, so it will be hard to share the information.  The Homeland Security Advisor and Director EMAs for every state get this information.  Delaware and Maryland have no Tier 1 sites; each has approximately 90 Tier 2 sites in their states.  

3. For the Buffer Zone Protection land grants, both Tier 1 and Tier 2 sites are qualified to apply.  There are currently fence lines out to identify hostile areas where surveillance could take place and where attacks occur.

4. DHS is working on hurricane preparedness and infrastructure liaison program.  

5. DHS multi-agency is working on Pandemic flu issues. Workshops are ongoing.  In Delaware and Maryland, DHS is working with state and federal agencies to develop a coordinating plan. More information is available at www.pandemicflu.gov.
6. DHS special events – (Committee decides the category)
· State of the Union Address – National Special Security Event (NSSE) (top level, led by secret service)

· SEAR – special event assessment rating (1-5 scale); 1 and 2 level SEAR events would dictate a FCO would be appointed.

1. The Super Bowl – SEAR 1 (highest)
2. Annapolis Conference – SEAR 2 – FCO was assigned - a Customs and Border Patrol Special Agent in Charge
· Presidential Conventions – DNC – Denver; Minneapolis St. Paul – RNC – both are NSSE.
7. Site Assistance Visit (SAV) has no funding for private sector assets.  SAVs focus on the vulnerabilities within a facility.  In Delaware, Christiana Hospital is having funding issues.  In Maryland, both Camden Yards and M&T Bank Stadium, which is used for  the Army/Navy game, have had funds cut; Mercy Hospital in Baltimore and WTC in Inner Harbor lack money; Pennsylvania has three hospitals being evaluated in near future.
USDA – Not present 
GSA – Not Present 
ACOE – Mickey Mulvanna
1. The ACOE was a responsible party recently on a Delaware River spill of 291 gallons of diesel fuel.  The spill was cleaned up the same day.

2. The Spirit of the Nantucket was damaged on the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW). Norfolk District surveyed and the waterway was closed to navigation for 3 days. This incident is currently under investigation by HR.

3. Ms. Mulvanna is participating on subcommittee known as the Port Continuity subcommittee.
4. Ms. Mulvanna has applied to represent ACOE on the Delaware Bay oil spill advisory committee.
5. NRF will continue to partner with EPA on ESF-3 and -10.  Wastewater mission assignments with FEMA are working nationally and regionally to come to an agreement between agencies.
6. There will be a national level exercise in 2008 that involves the NCR. ACOE is speaking with the district and others for naval engineering under marine design center about the assets that can be obtained.

DOT Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) – Tony Murray 

1. A one day workshop on shipping, labeling, placarding, and other training requirements for HAZMAT employees will be held April 1 at the Hampton Coliseum, and April 3 in Newark, Delaware. Registration is free, but pre-registration is required.  Linda Marzulli (EPA) will send brochure for this training to RRT members.

2. The Emergency Response Guide 2008 target release will be in March 17, 2008.  Some of the changes are based on petroleum pipeline liquid and gas markings; vaporous HAZMAT are more clearly defined.  Guide pages on ethanol, hydrogen fuel cells, and lithium batteries can be found in the handouts from DOT on this issue.  A Safe Travels Campaign is underway.  Recently, a lithium battery caught fire on a UPS (United Parcel Service) plane, causing an emergency landing in Philadelphia.

3. The DOT chart of placard and labels has been updated; it is now called DOT 13. It will be available for training and education.

4. DIGIPAK 7.0 is now available and includes links to WISER program for first aid.

5. DOT resource telephone source books are absolutely necessary.  Get a copy.  Everyone and every agency are listed. Tony Murray can be found on page 64.

OSHA/DOL – Not Present
FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – Lt Bill McKinstry 

1. PAC presented a handout that reported several significant incidents:

· T/V Tigani – Citgo Asphalt, Paulsboro, NJ – on October 10-16, 2007, No. 6 fuel oil was released.  The release was caused by a leaking scupper line. 
· Tug Chicopee – Lewes, DE – on November 21, 2007.
· Ferro Corp, Bridgeport, NJ – on December 12, 2007 – a release of 35,000 pounds of butyl benzyl phalate was reported.
· Dredge McFarland, Philadelphia, PA – on December 21, 2007, a release of diesel fuel was reported.

Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee [BAC]) – Lieutenant (LT) Josh Blocker (Mike Steele)

1. A briefing sheet is available.  

2. LT Blocker participated in the security for the National Summit in Annapolis.

3. USCG had a significant waterside presence in the State of the Union Address.

4. BAC is working with MDE on small spills.

5. In regards to the GSA spill, an outstanding job was done by GSA to stop the discharge of approximately 1,000 gallons into the Potomac.  The area was boomed off within an hour.  Approximately 95 percent of the product was recovered.

Sector Hampton Roads (Virginia and Coastal Maryland Area Committee) – CDR Zach Pickett

1.   There have been no spill events of significance to report since last RRT meeting.  We worked a potential event when the tug boat captained by Ronald Murray grounded on the jetties of the Monitor/Merrimac Bridge.  The Sector responded and only a light diesel sheen was reported.  

2. The Sector Area Committee met last week on January 23.  Our attendance continues to increase; there were approximately 40 – 50 attendees and Rear Admiral Rosa, the District Commander.  
· SAC evaluated the Cosco Busan efforts in San Francisco.  Eight different categories were identified for lessons learned following that response (media, volunteers, ,drug/alcohol testing, etc.). These topics were reviewed and evaluated in terms of the Area Contingency Plan (ACP) to evaluate it relative to these elements.  Matt Colmer (Sector Hampton Roads) has copies of that implementation guidelines for AC updates and review.
· SAC plans to start up a training and education workgroup. There is lots of competition for ICS training and many opportunities.  

· The Spirit of Nantucket (boat grounded) response was evaluated. 

· The next AC is scheduled in April to be hosted by Old Dominion University. Topics will include Places of Refuge (Gary Ott will be workgroup leader), NRF presentations, Incident Specific Preparedness Review (ISPR) for the Cosco Busan.  Information is available on the USCG website at http://www.uscg.mil/foia/reading_room.asp. 

3. A state-of-the-art container port facility is under construction in Portsmouth.  This will change the landscape and throughput of containers in Hampton Roads area.  Hampton Roads will now be the third largest container port on the East Coast.  

4. The Virginia and Coastal Maryland ACP is posted on Homeport at www.homeport.uscg.mil. 

Sector Buffalo – Captain Scott Ferguson (Erie, PA)

1. The Port of Erie, PA is growing a lot. It has acquired a shipyard and a biodiesel facility, among other things.

2. Captain Ferguson is pre-scripting the UC objectives for the planning process of incidents.  These will be included in the next edition of the ACP).

3. On February 27, 2008, PSAs will come together with the state homeland security and EMA to Erie, PA for a one day event to network and determine how they are going to work together during an event for all hazards. They will combine the Marine Transportation Security Act (MTSA) plan and ACP to create a unified planning effort.

4. As FOSC, they are very concerned about oil in ice. Success in a big response is a robust Joint Information Center and chain of command. They are looking for support from RRT to get those skills to Captain Ferguson in a large response.

5. Volunteer management and leadership are both issues of concern for hazardous waste operations emergency response training.
6. The CANUSLAK plan for oil and HAZMAT; interactions and coordination are very important, so there is a great need to form a liaison between the two nations.  The Regional Environmental Emergencies Team (REET) in Canada is the RRT equivalent.  
Sector North Carolina (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) – CDR Tim Gunter

1. It has been a very busy year for Sector North Carolina.

2. They have had two full-scale exercises.

3. PREP will be held April 21-22, 2008

4. Area Maritime Security Training Exercises Program (AMSTEP) will be in the third week of August, exact dates to be decided.
Sector Ohio Valley – Not Present

Region III – Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC – Summary

1. Mr. Jarvela is starting IACP updates for all-hazards focus. 
2. EPA OSCs are renewing efforts to identify sensitive area databases that are already found in various organizations.

3. They are looking at the current fact sheets to determine the current format and content; they will update and renew them. 

4. OSCs are reevaluating the mapping of information for the fact sheets as a product for the local responders rather than being lost in the ACP.  They will have a several large format maps for example and review to determine the best display of information for response.
MSU Huntington – Not Present
MSU Pittsburgh – Not Present
CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT
California Legislature has three bills pertaining to T/V Cosco Busan. There is a current lack of understanding of the QI and their roles and responsibilities and the SMT. Education and training outreach from the RRT may help.

Also on the subject of T/V Cosco Busan, NRT will develop guidelines on use of volunteers for an incident.  Suggestions or success stories are requested to be forwarded to the NRT.
Thank you for attending.  The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled tentatively for May 13 -15, 2008 in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. We will get additional information to you as soon as we have hotel arrangements finalized.  Hope to see you all there.
Meetings in 2008 

May – Rehoboth Beach, DE – May 13-15 
September – Pittsburgh, PA – Sept. 16-18 
The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1315.

Websites for the RRT

RRT III website Address: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm
RCP homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html
FEMA NRF website:       http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf 
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