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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Fredericksburg, VA
January 30, 2008
0800 - 0945
CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Zickler U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for Kevin Boyd, EPA

AGENDA:

· Introduction and Welcome
· Presentation - Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Inspection Guidelines – Ms. Anne Gilley

· Presentation – 34th Civil Support Team (CST) Response Capabilities – Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Bill Mahoney, Commander, 34th CST
HANDOUT:

· Presentation - Region 3 Oil Inspections – Anne Gilley, EPA Region III slide presentation
· Presentation – 34th CST, Virginia National Guard – LTC Bill Mahoney, Commander

· Oil and Prevention Branch Outreach Presentation Evaluation/Survey

MEETING NOTES:

Opening introduction by Linda Baines (U.S. Coast Guard [USCG] D5). 

Introduction and welcome by Mike Zickler for Kevin Boyd (boyd.kevin@epa.gov).  Mr. Zickler briefly summarized the status of the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup projects:
PRESENTATION – SPCC Inspection Guidelines – Ms. Anne Gilley, EPA SPCC Coordinator – Oil and Prevention Branch
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

Ms. Gilley provided the membership with an overview of the EPA’s SPCC inspection program.  This included a review of the EPA inspectors, their roles and responsibilities, and the schedule for inspections.  At present, EPA Region III has more than 300 facilities being regulated.  Currently, Region III has 3.5 inspectors assigned to this inspection program.  The facilities being regulated may be required to maintain both a Facility Response Plan (FRP) and a SPCC plan, or just the FRP.
There are three main components to a facility SPCC inspection:

· The Facility Interview – Conducted with the person responsible for the facility’s SPCC planning (facility representative).  The inspectors use a national checklist that is required in all regions.  There are three versions of the checklist, depending on the type of facility: (1) onshore oil production/drilling/workover facilities, (2) onshore (excluding production), and (3) offshore production. The checklist is available on the EPA Headquarters website at http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/spcc_guidance.htm#Content 

· Documentation Review – typically occurs concurrently during the interview.  The inspectors are used to seeing all types of formats in their documentation requirements and as long as all the necessary information is available and present, format does not matter.  The inspectors are there to make sure that everything has been certified, reviewed, amended, that all required training and recordkeeping is up to date, and (if applicable) there is oil removal contingency planning (Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 109; http://www.epa.gov/oem/docs/oil/spcc/guidance/B_40CFR109.pdf) documentation, Facility Response Plans (FRP), proof of contracts, etc.  SPCC files are to be kept for 3 consecutive years, FRP files are to be kept 5 consecutive years.  EPA will have a copy of the FRP Plan prior to inspection.  Inspectors will take a copy of the SPCC plan with them after inspection. 
· Field Observations at the Facility – this includes observing storage containers and their foundations, piping, secondary containment (passive containment versus active containment), dike drainage, and security components.  Examples of non-compliance were provided – bottom plate deterioration, rusting walls, vegetation covering secondary containment, etc. 
The inspectors can only look at and inspect the components of the facility that are under SPCC jurisdiction, e.g., feeder pipelines that are outside of the facility that are not part of the facility.  Also, most of these inspections are unannounced unless it is for an unmanned facility, then the EPA inspectors contact the owners in advance to ensure that someone is there. SPCC inspections for most facilities (small) generally take a few hours, while larger FRP facility inspections could take a much longer amount of time.  
Facilities are legally bound to make changes and to comply with the regulation and ensure that their plan is applicable and effective.  An enforcement action will be a possibility if their deficiencies warrant it.  EPA has been trying to include their state counterparts more regularly on these inspections.  EPA does conduct some activities with USCG, but for the most part EPA does not conduct inspections/audits in coordination with the USCG.  If the facility is a “Complex,” EPA will invite USCG for unannounced drill/exercises for documentation purposes.  If a facility passes an unannounced drill, the facility is exempt from another government unannounced drill from any other federal agency for 3 years.  
For additional information or if you have any other questions on SPCC inspections, please feel free to contact Anne Gilley at gilley.anne@epa.gov or 215-814-3293.
PRESENTATION – 34th CST Response Capabilities – LTC Bill Mahoney, Commander, 34th CST
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

LCDR Mahoney provided the membership with a summary of the 34th CST’s capabilities and responsibilities.  Their mission is to support civil authorities, identify chemical, biological and radiological effects during an incident, assess the consequences, and provide advice on response measures as well as assist with requests for support.  They provide a universal communications center (secure or non-secure) and resources to keep the information flowing and an interface platform for interoperability among agencies.    
LCDR Mahoney provided on overview of the personnel training, equipment (mobile labs for chemical/biological/radiological analyses, vehicles, decontamination, medical, etc.), and their capabilities and how they will interact and provide services on scene during a response.  The CST is capable of pre-positioning for certain events to provide decreased response time (e.g., NASCAR races, hazardous materials sweeps, etc.). The CST has set criteria to evaluate to determine whether CST support is needed for exercises and actual events.  Typical/recent responses include suspicious liquids/powder inspection, training hospital ER personnel, space shuttle debris screening, Katrina relief, and maritime screening.  They are not required to be activated through the Stafford Act or other disaster declaration.  They do need to be authorized to be involved through their chain of command for non-emergency incidents.  As long as their criteria are met, CST can be involved and there is no cost to the state for their use; their budget for response is outside of the incident response.   Some CSTs are certified, which means the members have gone through the requisite training in the Mission Training Plan (MTP), and are re-certified every 18 months.  There will be 57 total CSTs nationwide that can provide support; 10 CSTs are located within 8 hours of the National Capital Region (NCR).      
The meeting was adjourned at 0945. 

