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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup

Fredericksburg, VA
January 30, 2008
1430 - 1500
WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) 

AGENDA:

· Presentation – ATHOS NRDA Update – Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Site Safety Coordinator (SSC)
HANDOUTS:

· Presentation - ATHOS I Oil Spill 
MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He provided a review of a marine mammal stranding event that is currently occurring in Florida.  The fines for violating the security zone for a marine mammal stranding is listed as a misdemeanor with a potential $27,000 fine.  If defined as a criminal act, the punishment can be more than 1 year in jail.
NOAA developed 27 fact sheets for various states – The NOAA Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) State Summary Fact Sheets provide a summary of the response, restoration, and derelict vessel programs that are underway in each state.  The fact sheets are available from: 
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/ -> Publications -> Serving Communities -> Helping Revitalize Communities -> OR&R State Summary fact sheets.
PRESENTATION – ATHOS NRDA Update – Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC
This presentation is available in its entirety on the Region III Regional Response Team (RRT) website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  Frank Csulak can be contacted at frank.csulak@noaa.gov or (732) 872-3005.
Mr. Csulak provided an overview of the NRDA effort relative to the ATHOS I incident that occurred on the Delaware River near Philadelphia in November 2004.  He summarized the NRDA activities associated with this response.  Initially the NRDA effort involved a cooperative responsible party (RP), but relatively quickly, the RP had exceeded their monetary requirements for the incident response ($45 million).  The RP stayed with the response until their costs exceeded $100 million.  At that time, the NRDA activity involved a trustee-only assessment team (States of PA, NJ, and DE, and NOAA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).  Approximately 280 miles of shoreline were affected by the oil spill.  

There were several working groups established for NRDA activities:

· shoreline technical  

· oiled bird and wildlife 

· aquatic resources

· recreational losses

Each NRDA focus workgroup documented and addressed the effects to the trust resources in the affected area and worked to develop a list of summary injury estimates for the final NRDA claim.  This NRDA is still underway and is being evaluated for accuracy.  The current NRDA pollution benefit is estimated at $20 million.  This does not cover the third party claims.  Because the RP has exhausted their funds, the National Pollution Funds Center will assume the role of the RP and will be billed for the damages.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1500.   

