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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Fredericksburg, VA
January 30, 2008
1330 - 1415
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

AGENDA:
· Update on member fact sheets
· Contact information for various resources within each agency
· Presentation –Interoperability
· Presentation -    Ray Hanna, Protective Security Advisor (PSA), Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
· National Response Framework update summary
MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other Regional Response Team (RRT) members present.  
· FEMA Region III has approximately 30 federal positions available in 2008.  
· Pandemic Flu update – www.pandemicflu.gov – this website has lots of resources for your agency and states.  It includes lots of state plans.  Contact Ms. Pomerantz if you have any additional questions.  
· Reaching out to external affairs –following the ATHOS incident, this workgroup sponsored a presentation on the Public Information Officer and the Joint Information Center.  FEMA has lots of independent studies on line where you can get ESF-15 external affairs training.  

· Agency profiles and fact sheets – approximately nine of these profiles are completed and will be sent to each agency point of contact for review and comment.  Once completed/ finalized, they will be posted to the Region III website. 

2008 Work Plan overview – 

1. Rich Fetzer of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) suggested educating the membership on the EPA Communications Support Vehicle Communications Plan.  The new bus currently needs some updates.  We can bring the bus to a future RRT meeting location and allow the members to tour it.

2. Agency Points of Contact – please verify that we have your most current information and contact information for others in the region.

3. Knowledge Center – we will bring representatives from the Knowledge Center to the Pittsburgh RRT meeting in September 2008.  We need to determine what the other states are doing relative to information sharing and collaboration during a response.
4. Local schools and universities could be contacted to increase awareness regarding future employment.

5. Members will be reaching out to law enforcement, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
National Response Framework (NRF) had its rollout on the January 22, 2008.  Lots of documents on the webpage at www.fema.gov/NRF.  Ms. Pomerantz has three presentations relative to the new updated NRF that are available for you to use to provide training on in your agency/ organization.  Contact Ms. Pomerantz for additional information and resources.
PRESENTATION – PSA Presentation on Security, Terrorism and Infrastructure Liaison Overview - Ray Hanna, PSA, DHS 
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

Mr. Hanna provided the membership with an overview of the DHS Infrastructure Liaison roles and responsibilities within the agency and within the region.  Protective Security Advisors (PSAs) support the response, recovery, and reconstitution efforts of the states affected by a disaster.  PSAs help coordinate federal, state, and local law enforcement Critical Infrastructure/Key Resource (CIKR) protection efforts.  The 24-hour PSA Duty Desk in Arlington, VA can be reached at 703-235-5724.  For more information on this topic, contact, Mr. Hanna at 443-827-2059 or by e-mail at  ray.hanna@dhs.gov.  Mr. Hanna provided video presentations, “Seven Signs of Terrorism” provided by the Michigan State Police. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THIS WORKGROUP:
1. National Response Framework.  Available from the NRF Resource Center at www.fema.gov/NRF.  
NRF was released on January 22, 2007.  The NRF represents a significant course change for this type of planning.  Where the previous National Response Plan provided a concept of operations for coordination of federal agencies, the NRF embraces a comprehensive multi-jurisdictional approach in describing how communities, states, the federal government, private sector and non-government partners will engage in a unified response.

The NRF is a guide to how the nation conducts all-hazards response – from the smallest incident to the largest catastrophe.  This key document establishes a comprehensive, national, all-hazards approach to domestic incident response.  The NRF identifies the key response principles, roles and structures involved in an organized national response.  It describes how communities, states, the federal government and private-sector and non-governmental partners apply these principles for a coordinated, effective national response.  And, it describes special circumstances where the federal government exercises a larger role, including incidents where federal interests are involved and catastrophic incidents where a state would require significant support.  It allows first responders, decision-makers and supporting entities to provide a unified national response.

Also attached is an NRF frequently asked questions document and the DHS press release for the NRF. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1415.
