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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Fredericksburg, VA
January 30, 2008
1530 - 1615
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS – Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) D5 – Region III
AGENDA:

· Workgroup Meeting Reports

· Proposed January 2008 RRT III Training Worksheet

· Draft 2008 Work Plan 

· Volunteer Update

HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee Agenda, January 30, 2008
· 2008 Work Plan for Regional Response Team III

MEETING NOTES:

Workgroup Meeting Reports
· Spill Response Workgroup – nothing to report

· Wildlife Response Workgroup – nothing new to report
· Information Management Workgroup – nothing to report
· National Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup – nothing to report
· Training Workgroup – CAMEO Training went well; the training workgroup re-established the various training focus groups that oversaw the future training and education opportunities for the RRT membership.  The focus groups met and brain-stormed over future training topics to be addressed by the RRT.  The workgroup co-chairs will develop a comprehensive list of the decisions made by the focus groups and will get it to the chairs of the other workgroups.  We will use some of the decision-making following this training workgroup meeting to identify training and education opportunities for the January 2008 meeting and future meetings.
Proposed May 2008 RRT III Training Worksheet

During the training workgroup, the participants were asked to provide their preferences and rank the various topics addressed by the groups – safety, decision-making, assessment, response management, best practices, and information management.  

The May 2008 RRT meeting training schedule and list of topics for education/training was further refined and formatted.  Linda Baines (USCG D5) will contact the workgroup chairs and see what topics they want to address at their meetings and see where some of the possible training topics would fit in future meetings.  Ms. Baines provided a summary of the training possibilities for the May meeting; this includes but is not limited to the following:
· Coastal Research Center Update – Dr. Nancy Kinner at University of New Hampshire
· Sharks, Sturgeon populations that may be impacted by dispersants use – Dr. DeWayne Fox, Delaware State University
· 1999 Indian River Power Plant diesel spill – Chris Pfeifer, Entrix

· High Frequency CODAR (Coastal Ocean Dynamics Applications Radar) system – Dr. Bruce Lipphardt, University of Delaware
The 4-hour time frame on Tuesday is still open and needs to be further addressed prior to the May 2008 Rehoboth Beach, DE meeting.  This process of identifying training needs for the next meeting is good policy – it helps us to define and customize the training requirements of our membership.
Brett Burdick (VA Department of Emergency Management) asked the Committee members if they considered that the RRT membership has a good understanding of the RRT’s roles and responsibilities as well as the differences between a spill response and disaster planning (Emergency Support Fund [ESF]-10).  For example, the Mackris-Suiter memo on disaster funding from Congress – we need to weave this information into the RRT training and focus on the ESF-10 policies.  

Draft 2008 Work Plan
The 2008 Draft Work Plan has been sent out to the Executive Committee members.  We need to ensure that there is a point of contact listed on the Region III website for every RRT member. Linda Baines oversees the update of the primary and alternate RRT member information on the website.  We need to maintain a list of all of the contacts for the members for the master list, including personal information; however, only direct work and 24-hour contact information will be posted to the website.  Linda Marzulli (EPA Region III) maintains the master list for all members and will distribute this information to the membership.
ACTION ITEM:  All members of the Executive Committee are asked to review and provide comments to Linda Baines on the Draft 2008 Work Plan by February 15. 

The Wildlife Response Workgroup future training efforts all focuses on the Best Practices document.  Mike Chezik is hoping that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) will step up and complete this document.  Mr. Chezik asked the RRT Co-chairs to address this topic at the National Response Team (NRT) and RRT co-chairs meeting which is scheduled for June 2008.  He is hoping for some closure on this.
ACTION ITEM:  Mr. Chezik will send Mr. Ormes and Mr. Carney an e-mail with a summary of what is needed or needs to be accomplished relative to the Best Practices document as is currently addressed in the 2008 Work Plan.

It was suggested that the Executive Committee recommend the deactivation of the SERC?/LEPC/ACP Workgroup.  Steve Jarvela (EPA) recommended that this committee be listed as inactive so that we can re-activate it in the event that we have a need for this workgroup again.  Mike Dorsey (WV DEP) recommended that we conduct a poll of the membership to see who is active in their SERC / LEPC / ACPs prior to making any changes at this time.
As a final note, several of the members have requested that we issue certificates for the continuing education and training completed for those individuals who participate in the various training opportunities at the RRT meetings.  
Volunteers Issues 

The NRT is developing guidance on the use of volunteers for a spill response and other disasters.  In the past, this RRT had requested guidance from the NRT on the use of volunteers, but with no resolution.  The recent T/V Cosco Busan spill in San Francisco, CA brought the volunteer issue again to the forefront.  Senators Boxer and Feinstein pushed back to determine the status on the use of volunteers and contacted Kevin Boyd (EPA Region III) regarding this issue.  Mr. Boyd explained the results of his research relative to the use of volunteers; essentially EPA and USCG are not allowed to use volunteers, only the Department of the Interior agencies are allowed to use volunteers because of the Anti-deficiency Act requirements.  As a result, Senator Boxer has developed a draft law on the use of volunteers.  It has been looked at by EPA.  

Under the National Response Framework, there is a support function that addresses the use of volunteers for a response.  Ed Levine went to Korea for their recent spill, and they had more than 40,000 people volunteering to work the shorelines for that cleanup effort.  Congressional interest is jump starting the use of volunteers and kicked it up to the NRT.  

Other Issues / News

Two new topics were introduced at this time:

· Ben Anderson (DE NREC) asked that topics (incidents) addressed in the Federal On-scene Coordinator meeting, which is a closed, USCG-only meeting, should be provided to the whole membership.  For example, the M/V Spirit of Nantucket Lessons Learned, the T/V Tigani after action report, etc. 

· Ethanol spills and remediation laws also need to be addressed by this RRT.  What are the legislation and regulatory requirements relative to ethanol?  There is a growing need for response mechanisms and equipment.  Will ethanol be considered hazmat or will it be covered under the National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC)?  The response issues are vastly different for ethanol relative to oil.
The meeting was adjourned at 1615.

