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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Richmond, VA
September 19, 2006
1330 - 1530
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA 

AGENDA:
· Update on member fact sheets
· Contact information for various resources within each agency
· PRESENTATION –Knowledge Center – Joe Albert (EPA) and Tom Murray (PEMA)
· Salamander Technologies presentation

· Buffalo Computer Group presentation

· Status of the State NIMS Compliance requirements

· National Response Framework update summary
MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other RRT members that were present.  
PRESENTATION – 
Part 1 - Knowledge Center – Joe Albert (EPA) and Tom Murray (PEMA)
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team Region III Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

This presentation was provided to demonstrate some of the information management tools that are available and the ones being used by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Region 13 response community to address the NIMS implementation requirements under HSPD-5 for 2007 and 2008.  The presentation reviewed the capabilities addressed by these tools, including: 
· Training

· Credentialing

· Resource Typing

· NIMS – Incident Resource Inventory System (IRIS)

· State NIMS status

· Resource Management Programs

· Web EOC

· Salamander

For more information on the Knowledge Center and its status, contact either Joe Albert (Albert.JosephA@epa.gov) or Tom Murray (tmurray@state.pa.us ) to gain access to www.reg13kc.org for the PA Region 13 Knowledge Center access for resource typing.  
Part 2 - Christopher Zak, Buffalo Computer Graphics – Demo on DisasterLAN 
DisasterLAN is a program that is currently being used by the Pennsylvania Region 13 response area.  This system provides the response community with a virtual resource management system that can coordinate and allow information sharing for the 1000+ jurisdictions in the response area.  DisasterLAN provides the following components:

· Disaster Management Systems

· Training simulators – Radar Communications

· Public Health Information Systems

· Public Warning / Mass Notification

· Custom Engineering / Systems Integration

Mr. Zak provided the membership with an overview of the DisasterLAN system and the resources that it can provide during a response.  Buffalo Computer Graphics is developing tools for many states to give them an online web EOC-type response tool that allows for instant messaging, notification, etc.  Various modules are available for purchase to make the web-based solution more robust.  Go to:  http://www.buffalocomputergraphics.com for more information on DisasterLAN.  
Part 3 - Mark Raker – Salamander Technologies
Salamander Technologies and the products they provide are second key component to the Pennsylvania Region 13 coordinated response.  Salamander Technologies provides their clients with First Responder Accountability Solutions, Emergency Incident Command and Mass Casualty Patient Tracking Sytems in the form of fully interoperable emergency incident command structure tools that are based upon NIMS operating procedures. The target areas include:  fire departments, law enforcement, emergency medical / health care, emergency management and regional task forces, etc.  

State Summary of NIMS and Credentialing

· Washington, DC – Ronnie Gill (DC HSEMA) – serviced as district NIMS compliance officer and NCR NIMS compliance position.  

· Virginia – Bret Burdick (VA DEM) - state agencies are 85-90% compliant with NIMS.  Virginia is using Web EOC to manage and coordinate responses.  The Commonwealth is approximately 50% compliant state-wide.

· Delaware – Ellen Malenfant (DE DNR) – 50-60% of the state is NIMS compliance.
· West Virginia – Joe Albert (EPA reporting for WVDEP) – the state just appointed the NIMS compliance officer; they are just getting started with oversight of NIMS compliance in the state.  

· Maryland – Alan Williams (MDE) – MEMA developed plan for NIMS training; each agency identified those needing training and what training is needed.  Most agency personnel only needed introduction to ICS.  That training has been conducted online.  Mr. Williams maintains the NIMS database.  The Senior Staff of state agencies are only trained to the NIMS executive summary level.
National Response Framework (NRF) Resource Center and Updates to the former National Response Plan – Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA)
· National Response Framework Center – available on line at http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf/ 
· Incident of National Significance (INS) category has been eliminated from the NRF
· The Oil and Hazmat Support Annex of the NRP has been eliminated from the NRF; components of this annex have been rolled into the ESF-#10 – Oil and Hazardous Materials Response to eliminate duplicative information.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THIS WORKGROUP:
1. Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIOs).  Available from: http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/publications/ 
Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIOs) The Incident Management Systems Division has coordinated with local tribal, state, and federal Public Information professionals to develop NIMS Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIOs). The document provides fundamental guidance for any person or group delegated PIO responsibilities during g an incident or event where informing the public is necessary. It contains the NIMS Incident Command System (ICS) approach to managing the Joint Information System (JIS) during response operations as well as information management during non-crisis events. The guidance also addresses actions for preparedness, disaster/emergency response, Joint Information Centers (JICs), incident recovery, and federal public information support.

The Incident Management Systems Division has released a draft of the Basic Guidance for PIOs for a two-week national comment period. All comments were due to the Incident Management Systems Division by Friday, September 14, 2007.
2. New Address for NIMS-related Inquiries: FEMA-NIMS@dhs.gov
In accordance with our new organizational structure, the Incident Management Systems Division (formerly the NIMS Integration Center) of the National Integration Center, Federal Emergency Management Agency has changed the email address for NIMS-related inquiries from NIMS-Integration-Center@dhs.gov to FEMA-NIMS@dhs.gov.  In order to provide uninterrupted service during the transition to the new address, we will be keeping the old email address active for an appropriate period of time. However, all those with questions or concerns regarding compliance, training, implementation, resource management, or other topics related to NIMS are highly encouraged to address those inquiries to FEMA-NIMS@dhs.gov. 

3. Coordinating Group (NWCG), announces the availability of position task books for All-Hazard Incident Management Team (IMT) members and others who may serve in those roles. 

The position task books are intended for use by the authority having jurisdiction to certify that the person to whom the task book belongs has demonstrated the required competencies and behaviors required by the Incident Management System Division/NIMS Integration Center. Each position task book lists the competencies and behaviors for the specific position in a format that allows a trainee to be evaluated against those competencies and behaviors. 

At this time, eight Command and General Staff task books are available or download from the USFA Web site at http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/subjects/incident/imt/imt-training.shtm : 

* All-Hazard Incident Commander
* All-Hazard Operations Section Chief
* All-Hazard Planning Section Chief
* All-Hazard Logistics Section Chief
* All-Hazard Finance/Administration Section Chief
* All-Hazard Safety Officer
* All-Hazard Liaison Officer
* All-Hazard Public Information Officer


For more information on the AHIMT Technical Assistance Program, please visit http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/subjects/incident/imt/index.shtm , e-mail FEMA-AHIMT@dhs.gov or call (800) 238-3358, ext. 7888 / (301) 447-7888.
The meeting was adjourned at 1530
